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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Happy New Year! 
 

Environmentally-Friendly Newsletter   

In an effort to reduce the impact on our environment and climate change, this will be the last 
newsletter that is sent home as a hard copy on paper. In the future, we will email the newsletter 
to all parents as well as posting it on our school website (we will text you when we have done 
so). 

 

Y6 Residential        

Last week our Year 6 pupils spent two exciting days and nights 
at Ghyll Head Outdoor Centre on Lake Windermere. Despite the 
cold weather, the children threw themselves into the experience 
and enjoyed every minute. They were a pleasure to be with and 
a real credit to our school. Highlights of the trip included a 

moonlit stargazing trip, canoeing across the lake in the winter sunshine, and a snowy climb to 
the top of a mountain (320m tall). I would like to thank the children for their excellent 
behavior and engagement and thank the teachers (Mrs Nunn and Ms Dopson) who made 
this trip possible. 
 
COVID 19 

We are continuing to take measures in school to reduce the spead of COVID 19. These include: the use of masks in 
communal areas and social distancing amongst adults, additional hand hygiene, notifying people who are close contacts 
of positive cases, reducing mixing between classes, ventilation and use of CO2 monitors. 
 
Remote education will be avoided unless absolutely necessary – face to face education is the best thing for children. 
However, if low staffing makes this impossible, home learning may be required for short periods. Please make sure your child 
can access their Dojo account just in case. 
 
The vaccination agenda is one of the UK governments key strategies for reducing the impact of COVID 19 and the Omicron 
variant. In this area (M12 5SY) just 54% of people are fully vaccinated. Please take advice from health professionals 
regarding the vaccine if you have not yet had it. 
 
Pupil attendance has been low this year. This inevitably impacts their education. Despite COVID, we want to ensure that 
children attend school as often as possible. One way to do this is to use Lateral Flow Tests (LFTs) regularly if your child has 
any symptoms at all. These can be collected from pharmacies. If you are invited to an attendance support meeting with Ms 
Daly, please do come so that we can see how we might be able to support better attendance. 

 
Reading     

This week we have introduced our new approach to teaching early reading and 
phonics: Read, Write, Inc. This approach is highly structured, fast-paced and fun. It 
teaches children how to use sounds to decode the written word and become 
confident and fluent readers. 
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Staff have already attended two days of training and are receiving ongoing coaching in 
school to ensure our delivery of this program is of the highest standard. We have a further 
training day on Friday 28th January, so school will be closed to all pupils on this day. 
 
In February, we will begin sending home brand new reading books for your child, linked directly to the sounds that they know. 
We have invested heavily in these new resources and we hope you enjoy using them. Around this time (as soon as Covid 
restrictions are lifted) we will begin to deliver parent workshops to enable you to support your childs learning at home. 
 

 
School Lunches & Parent Pay       

This year our school lunch providers and our menu have changed. The new food choices have been 
very popular with the children and are healthy and nutritious too! 
 
Parents are now able to choose the lunch their child will eat on 

Parent Pay (as long as your account is in credit). We will hold a short workshop to show 
you how this is done on Friday 14th January at 10am and again at 2pm. Please do attend 
if you can: 
 

ZOOM MEETING 
 

ID: 834 7402 9343 

Passcode: DINNER 
 
Unfotunately we have had one or two problems with Parent Pay this term that have resulted in some families being refunded 
money. If you receive a letter about your Parent Pay account and need support, please speak to Paula Hoque in the office. 
 
Character Education  

Our Year 4 Members of School Parliament (MSPs) recently designed a new celebration 
postcard to be awarded to our star learners in Friday assemblies. Each week, children from every 
year group will learn about a different character trait (resilience, kindness, empathy etc) linked to 
a real-life role model. One or two children from each class will be celebrated in our Friday 
assembly for demonstrating this trait. As soon as we are allowed parents back in school, we will 
invite you to come into assembly to see your child receive their award. 
 
Maths Development   

As part of the government’s covid catch up agenda, we will be providing additional after-school maths tutoring for some 
pupils this year. The children will be chosen based on their needs to enable them to recover any lost learning as a result of 
the pandemic. If your child is chosen for this tutoring, you will be informed by letter, and they will receive 15 hours of small 
group teaching over 5 weeks. Please support your child to commit to this opportunity. 

 
In preparation for their SATs tests, our Year 6 children will receive additional arithmetic intervention 
every morning from 8.50am (please ensure they arrive at school just after 8.40am to make the most 
of this intensive, but short daily session). They will also receive small group maths teaching every 
Friday afternoon. 
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Y5 Playground Project 

Our Year 5 children have been offered a wonderful opportunity to work with designers and 
STEM professionals to design and build a new sensory play area in our outdoor courtyard. 
We look forward to sharing their initial designs and photos of the final product with you 
later this year. 
 
 
 

 

Diary Dates  

JANUARY FEBRUARY 

Tuesday 4th   INSET DAY 3 – School closed to pupils Tuesday 15th  Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 5th  Term begins for pupils 

Y6 go to Ghyll Head residential 

Thursday 17th  

 

Parents’ Evening 

Friday 7th  Y6 return from Ghyll Head residential Friday 18th  Last day of school 

Friday 28th  INSET DAY 4 – School closed to pupils Saturday 19th – 
Sunday 27th  

HALF TERM BREAK 

  Monday 28th  

 

School re-opens for pupils 

 

MARCH APRIL 

  Friday 1st  Last day of school 

  Saturday 2nd – 
Monday 18th  

 

EASTER BREAK 

  Tuesday 19th  Term begins for pupils 

 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the school. Please do come to see me if you have any 
queries, concerns or suggestions. 

 
Mrs Francis	


