
Tuesday 26th November 2024



Let’s light the candle to begin our Worship 
today.





Can anyone describe what a census is?
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A census is a procedure for collecting information about the 
population of a nation.  This is an example of some questions from 
the U.K. census:



Why do you think it might be necessary for 
Emperor Augustus to carry out a census?

Talk to the person next to you!



At the time Jesus was born, 
the Roman Empire stretched 
from Syria in the East to 
Portugal in the West.

The Emperor Augustus 
wanted more money, so he 
decided to collect taxes from 
everyone who lived in his 
empire!

He needed a census to give 
him information about all the 
citizens.



The decree (or order) was 
given that every adult 
must register themselves 
and their family in their 
hometown.

For Joseph and Mary, this 
was Bethlehem, so they 
needed to travel from 
Nazareth in northern 
Galilee to Bethlehem, 
near Jerusalem in Judea 
(around 97 miles)



It probably would have taken 
them about a week to get 
there.

Mary was expecting her baby, 
so this would have been a 
difficult journey for her.

We would probably make a 
journey like this in a car.
Everything that Mary needed 
would have been carried, or 
strapped to the donkey.



What do you think they might have taken 
with them on the long journey?

Talk to the person next to you!



Mary and Joseph have finally arrived in Bethlehem after 
a long, exhausting journey - only to find that all the 
houses and inns in the little town are full!
Imagine that you are an innkeeper in Bethlehem.  Your 
inn is fully booked.  It is late, but you are still trying to 
provide food for all your guests.
Close your eyes and let your imagination take you back 
2000 years.  To the night that will change the world.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dVQPmtjHzh4




 


