

Nursery
Autumn 1	 	Understanding the World		Prior learning	Children need to have experienced secure attachments at home and recognise the primary carers who drop them off and pick them up daily.	Children should have spent time in the setting during settling-in sessions, learning to separate from carers and accept comfort from their key person.	Toddlers need an awareness of their own body parts (pointing to eyes, feet, hands) and the physical experience of outgrowing things (e.g., shoes getting tight, clothes feeling snug).	Routine exposure to the classroom. Children should already know where high-traffic areas are by habit (e.g., where to wash hands, where the snack table is, where the nappies are changed).	Daily outdoor play where children have naturally encountered weather changes (feeling rain, wind, or sun on their skin) and collected items in the garden or park out of curiosity	Children should have basic fine motor experience stacking bricks or nesting objects inside each other during free play, alongside spotting birds, minibeasts, or dogs outdoors.	Experience looking at picture books featuring animals in trees or forests, and feeling comfortable touching natural elements like grass and soil in the outdoor area.	Daily routines that involve temperature changes, such as feeling warm bathwater, blowing on warm food, or washing hands with warm water.
	
Autumn 2	 	Understanding the World		Prior learning	Walks directly to key functional areas within the setting independently.	Responds to cold autumn/winter weather by commenting on how it feels (e.g. saying "Cold!", pointing out rain or wind) and exploring seasonal changes like puddles or frost.	Actively collects and explores natural autumn treasures outdoors (leaves, twigs, conkers, pinecones) and touches natural textures like damp grass or soil with curiosity.	Intentionally searches for, points to, and tracks living things in the outdoor area.	Shows interest in picture books featuring animals or natural habitats (forests, woods) and makes simple real-world links by pointing to real animals or outdoor trees.		Demonstrates an understanding of thermal sensations in daily care routines—instinctively blowing on warm food before taking a bite, exploring warm and cool water during handwashing or sensory play, and using basic vocabulary.
	
Spring 1		Understanding the World		Prior learning	Physical geography features and raw materials.	Light source and opacity.	Thermal change and states of matter	Temporal awareness, routine, and sequencing time (now, next, then).	Living things, plant growth, and sensory exploration.	Personal identity, family relationships, and sense of belonging.
	
	The rest of the academic year is currently being updated, as will this document.


Pre School
Autumn 1		Understanding the World		Prior learning	They can identify and name their immediate family members and carers.	They understand that they live in a specific house or flat.	They know the names of their key person and the regular adults in their room.	They understand that teachers and practitioners are there to help them.	They know they used to be a baby and have seen photos of themselves when they were smaller.	They understand they are bigger now because their clothes and shoes no longer fit.	They can navigate the classroom confidently to find their favourite toys.	They know the basic rules of the specific areas (e.g., aprons on in the water area).	They have felt crunchy leaves, picked up sticks, and know that leaves fall off trees when it gets colder.	They know that they live in a house/flat and that birds live in nests or dogs live in kennels.	They have basic experience building structures with bricks or Duplo.	They have visited local parks, gardens, or small patches of trees and played with woodland sensory trays.	They know that ice feels very cold, that it comes from the freezer, and that it turns into water when it sits in their hands.
	
Autumn  2		Understanding the World		Prior learning	Personal Identity: Knows that they belong to a family group and can recognise key family members or pets in photos.	Sense of Time: Has a basic awareness of immediate routines (e.g. knowing that outdoor play comes after snack time, or bedtime follows a story).	Growth: Recognises that they are no longer a baby—understanding that they can walk, talk, and feed themselves now.	Immediate Spatial Awareness: Knows their way around their immediate setting (e.g. location of the coat pegs, carpet area, or outdoor play house).	Weather Awareness: Has direct sensory experience of simple weather changes (e.g. feeling cold wind, noticing wet rain, wearing sunglasses in warm sun).	Community Awareness: Recognises familiar adults in their environment (e.g. key person, practitioner, postal worker, bus driver) and knows their name or primary role.	Sensory Exploration of Materials: Has hands-on experience exploring contrasting physical textures (e.g. wet vs dry sand, hard wooden blocks vs soft playdough, cold ice vs warm bathwater).	Basic Cause & Effect (Forces): Understands intuitive physical interactions through play (e.g. pushing a button to make a toy sound, pulling a string toy behind them, dropping a ball to watch it fall).	Living Things: Shows curiosity towards animals and plants in their garden or local park (e.g. pointing out birds, touching flowers, observing minibeasts under stones).
	
	The rest of the academic year is currently being updated, as will this document.







Reception
Autumn 1		Understanding the world		Prior learning	Understanding that plants change significantly over time and require care.	Understanding of artifacts and that they have been used before; showing interests in different occupations.	Showing interests in different occupations; asking questions about the world.	Developing the ability to sequence personal memories and understand that some events are special.	Showing interests in different occupations; remembers and talks about significant events in their lives.	Recognises and describes special times and events; understanding of growth, decay, and changes over time.
	
Autumn 2		Understanding the world		Prior learning	Understanding that plants change significantly over time and require care.	Understanding of artifacts and that they have been used before; showing interests in different occupations.	Showing interests in different occupations; asking questions about the world.	Developing the ability to sequence personal memories and understand that some events are special.	Showing interests in different occupations; remembers and talks about significant events in their lives.	Recognises and describes special times and events; understanding of growth, decay, and changes over time.
	
	The rest of the academic year is currently being updated, as will this document.


	Year 1

	Autumn 1
Geography
Local Geography
	Autumn 2
History
Within living memory
	Spring 1
Geography
UK Geography
	Spring 2
History
Comparisons over time
	Summer 1
Geography
Non-European country contrast
	Summer 2
History
Significant Historical figures

	What is it like here?

1. Where in the world are we?
2. What can we see in our classroom?
3. What can we see in our school grounds?
4. Where are the different places in our school?
5. How do we feel about our playground?
6. Can we make our playground even better?

	How am I making history?

1. What is my history?
2. How can I find out more about myself?
3. How are special events remembered?
4. What was it like for children in the past?
5. What have I learnt about childhood in the past?
6. How am I making history?
	What is the weather like in the UK?

1. Where is the UK?
2. What are the four seasons?
3. What are the compass directions?
4. What is the weather like today?
5. Is the weather the same everywhere in the UK?
6. How do people prepare for the weather?
	How have toys changed?

1. What is your favourite toy?
2. Did your parents and grandparents play with the same toys as you?
3. What were toys like in the past?
4. What is similar and different about toys now and in the past?
5. How have teddy bears changed over time?
6. How have toys changed?

	What is it like to live in Shanghai?

1. What can we see in our local area?
2. Can we map our local area?
3. Where in the world is China?
4. What can you see in China?
5. What is Shanghai like?
6. How is Shanghai different from our local area?
	How have explorers changed the world?

1. What is an explorer?
2. Where have explorers travelled and when?
3. Who was Christopher Colombus and what did he do?
4. Who was Matthew Henson and what did he do?
5. How has exploration changed?
6. How can we remember them?






	Year 2

	Autumn 1
Geography
Non-European country contrast
	Autumn 2
History
Beyond living memory 
	Spring 1
Geography
Continents and Oceans
Capital Cities and Countries of the UK
Local Geography
	Spring 2
History
Significant Historical figures
	Summer 2
Geography
Human and Physical features of the coast
	Summer 2
History
Significant Historical events

	What is it like to live in Shanghai?

1. What can we see in our local area?
2. Can we map our local area?
3. Where in the world is China?
4. What can you see in China?
5. What is Shanghai like?
6. How is Shanghai different from our local area?
	How was school different in the past?

1. Were schools different in the past?
2. How have schools changed within living memory?
3. How were schools different in the 1900’s?
4. How have schools changed?
5. What is similar and different about schools now and in the past?
6. Would you prefer to have gone to school in the past?
	Why is our World Wonderful?

1. What are some of the UK’s amazing features and landmarks?
2. Where are some of the world’s most amazing places?
3. Where are our oceans?
4. What is amazing about our local area?
5. Why are natural habitats special?
6. How can we look after natural habitats?
	How did we learn to fly?

1. Who were the Wright Brothers?
2. When was the first flight?
3. Why is Bessie Colman significant?
4. Why is Amelia Earhart significant?
5. Why was the Moon landing special?
6. How did we learn to fly?
	What is it like to live by the coast?

1. Where are the seas and oceans surrounding the UK?
2. What is the coast?
3. What are the features of Jurassic 
	What is a Monarch?

1. What is a monarch?
2. Who is our monarch today?
3. How did William the Conqueror become King of England?
4. How did William the Conqueror rule?
5. How did castles change?
6. What was a monarch in the past?






	Year 3

	Autumn 2
Geography
	Autumn 2
History
	Spring 2
Geography
	Spring 2
History
	Summer 2
Geography
	Summer 2
History

	Why do people live near volcanoes?


1. How is the Earth constructed?
2. Where are mountains found?
3. Why and where do we get volcanoes?
4. What are the effects of a volcanic eruption?
5. What are earthquakes and where do we get them?
6. Where have the rocks around school come from?
	British History 1

Would you prefer to live in the Stone Age, Iron Age or Bronze Age?

1. How long ago did Prehistoric Man live?
2. What does Skara Brae tell us about life in the Stone Age?
3. Who was this Bronze Age man?
4. What was the impact of bronze in prehistoric Britain?
5. How did trade change lives in Iron Age Britain?
6. What changed between the Stone Age and the Iron Age?

	Who lives in Antarctica?

1. What is climate?
2. Where is Antarctica?
3. Who lives in Antarctica?
4. Who was Shackleton?
5. Can we plan an expedition around school?
6. How did our expedition go?
	British History 2

Why did the Romans invade and settle in Britain?

1. What was it like to live in Ancient Rome?
2. Why did the Romans invade and settle in Britain?
3. How did Britons respond to the Roman Invasion?
4. Why was the Roman Army so successful?
5. What do artefacts suggest about the lives of Roman soldiers in Britain?
6. What was the legacy of the Roman Empire in Britain?
	Are all Settlements the Same?

1. What is a settlement?
2. How is land used in my local area?
3. Can I explain the location of features in my local area?
4. How has my local area changed over time?
5. How is land used in New Delhi?
6. How does land use in New Delhi compare with my local area?
	What was important to Ancient Egyptians?

1. Where and when did the first civilisations appear?
2. Why was the River Nile so important to ancient Egyptians?
3. How do we know so much about the ancient Egyptians?
4. What do sources suggest about religious beliefs in ancient Egypt?
5. What did people in ancient Egypt believe happened after death?
6. Who ruled ancient Egypt and what happened to them when they died?





	Year 4

	Autumn 1

Geography
	Autumn 2

History
	Spring 1
Geography
	Spring 2

History
	Summer 2

Geography
	Summer 2

History

	Why are Rainforests important to us?

1. Where in the world are tropical rainforests?
2. What is the Amazon rainforest like?
3. Who lives in the rainforest?
4. How are rainforests changing?
5. How is our local woodland used?  Data collection.
6. How is our local woodland used?  Findings.
	2025/26
Bridging Unit

British History 2
Why did the Romans invade and settle in Britain?

1. What was it like to live in Ancient Rome?
2. Why did the Romans invade and settle in Britain?
3. How did Britons respond to the Roman Invasion?
4. Why was the Roman Army so successful?
5. What do artefacts suggest about the lives of Roman soldiers in Britain?
6. What was the legacy of the Roman Empire in Britain?
	Where does our food come from?

1. How can our food choices impact the environment?
2. What does it mean to trade responsibly?
3. How do we get our chocolate?
4. Where does our food come from?
5. Are our school dinners locally sourced?
6. Is it better to buy local or imported food?
	British History 3
How hard was it to invade and settle in Britain?

1. Who were the Anglo-Saxons and Scots?
2. What did Anglo-Saxon settlements look like?
3. What does Sutton Hoo tell us about Anglo-Saxon life?
4. How did Christianity arrive in Britain?
5. Was King Alfred really ‘great’?
6. How did Anglo-Saxon rule end?
	What are rivers and how are they used?

1. What is the water cycle?
2. How is a river formed?
3. Where can we find rivers?
4. How are rivers used?
5. What can we find out from our local river?
6. What features does our local river have?

	How did the achievements of the Maya civilisation influence their society and beyond?

1. How did the ancient Maya settle in a rainforest?
2. How important was chocolate to the ancient Maya?
3. What did the ancient Maya believe?
4. How did the Maya reflect world beliefs in their inventions?
5. What do remains tell us about ancient Maya cities?
6. What caused the decline of ancient Maya cities?




	Year 5

	Autumn 1
Geography
	Autumn 2
History
	Spring 1
Geography
	Spring 2
History
	Summer 2
Geography
	Summer 2
History

	What is life like in the Alps?

1. Where are the Alps?
2. What is it like in the Alps?
3. Why do people visit the Alps?
4. What is there to do in our local area?
5. How are the Alps different from our local area?
6. What is life like in the Alps?
	British History 4
Were the Vikings Raiders, Traders or Something Else?

1. When and why did the Vikings come to Britain?
2. Were the Vikings raiders, traders or something else?
3. Where did the Vikings go?  How did they get there?
4. Why are there different Viking sagas explaining the same event and what does this tell us about the Vikings?
5. What were the impacts of Viking raids and settlements on local communities in Britain?
6. What were the Vikings achievements and how did they impact the world?
	Would you like to live in a desert?

1. What is a hot desert biome?
2. Where are deserts located?
3. What physical features are found in a desert?
4. How can people use deserts?
5. What are the threats to deserts?
6. Would you like to live in the desert?
	British History 5
What was life like in Tudor England?

1. Henry VIII - Fair Ruler or Tyrant?
2. Why did Henry VIII have so many wives?
3. Why was Anne Boleyn executed?
4. How did Queen Elizabeth I use a Royal Progress?
5. What can inventories tell us about Tudor times?
6. What did John Blanke have in his inventory?
	Why do oceans matter?

1. How do we use our oceans?
2. What is the Great Barrier Reef?
3. Why are our oceans suffering?
4. What can we do to help our oceans?
5. How littered is our marine environment? Data collection.
6. How littered is our marine environment? Findings.
	2025/26
Bridging Unit
How did the achievements of the Maya civilisation influence their society and beyond?

1. How did the ancient Maya settle in a rainforest?
2. How important was chocolate to the ancient Maya?
3. What did the ancient Maya believe?
4. How did the Maya reflect world beliefs in their inventions?
5. What do remains tell us about ancient Maya cities?
6. What caused the decline of ancient Maya cities?








	Year 6

	Autumn 1
Geography
	Autumn 2
History
	Spring 1
Geography
	Spring 2
History
	Summer 1
Geography
	Summer 2
History

	Why does Population change?

1. How is the global population changing?
2. What are birth and death rates?
3. Why do people migrate?
4. How is climate change impacting the population?
5. How is population impacting our environment? Data collection.
6. How is population impacting our environment? Findings.
	British History 4 Were the Vikings Raiders, Traders or Something Else?

1. When and why did the Vikings come to Britain?
2. Were the Vikings raiders, traders or something else?
3. Where did the Vikings go?  How did they get there?
4. Why are there different Viking sagas explaining the same event and what does this tell us about the Vikings?
5. What were the impacts of Viking raids and settlements on local communities in Britain?
6. What were the Vikings achievements and how did they impact the world?
	Where does our energy come from?

1. Why is energy important?
2. What is renewable energy?
3. How does the United States generate energy?
4. How does the United Kingdom generate energy?
5. What is the best way to generate energy?
6. Where is the best place for a solar panel on school grounds?
	How did the achievements of the Maya civilisation influence their society and beyond?

1. How did the ancient Maya settle in a rainforest?
2. How important was chocolate to the ancient Maya?
3. What did the ancient Maya believe?
4. How did the Maya reflect world beliefs in their inventions?
5. What do remains tell us about ancient Maya cities?
6. What caused the decline of ancient Maya cities?

	Can I carry out an independent fieldwork enquiry?

2 week project: local area fieldwork study - see plan

1. Developing an enquiry question
2. Creating data collection methods
3. Mapping a route
4. Collecting the data
5. Analysing the data
6. Presenting the data
	What was the Sikh Empire?

1. How did the Sikh empire begin?
2. How do Sikh beliefs impact society?
3. What made Lahore important to the Sikh Empire?
4. Why is Ranjit Singh historically significant?
5. How do different interpretations shape our understanding of the Sikh empire?
6. How do the achievements of Sophia Duleep Singh compare to Ranjit Singh?



