Appendix – Attendance of Pupil’s not of Statutory School Age
This appendix outlines the approach taken to promote high attendance of early year’s pupils: those in nursery, pre-school or Reception classes aged 2- to 4- years. The term after Reception pupils turn 5, they become of statutory school age and so then follow the steps outlined in main attendance policy.
Regular attendance at preschool/nursery and Reception is important for young children’s wellbeing and development with strong evidence linking consistent attendance during the early stages of education to later academic success. Attending an educational setting regularly supports children to develop their language as well as important social and emotional skills.  Developing strong daily routines and a sense of belonging to a school community help children to prepare for later learning and enjoy their time in school.
Children aged 2-4-years old do not legally have to attend nursery or school provision as they are below statutory school age.  Therefore, parents may choose to take term-time holidays or have time away to visit family etc. Similarly, some children may not have been cared for outside of the home before, so their attendance may be lower as they transition into nursery/preschool and settle. These are valid reasons why a child’s attendance may dip at different parts of the year and should be shared with key workers and school staff. However, it is expected that children will attend their booked sessions regularly when not on holiday and when they have settled.
Due to being below statutory school age, the absence of early year’s children is approached from the point of view of welfare concern in the first instance and will follow a different process to those pupils of school age. We ask parents to share if they are going on holiday or if their child is unwell so that we know where they are and when to expect them to return to school. If an early year’s child attendance becomes very irregular or stops entirely, schools are required to consider their personal circumstances and use their professional judgement when deciding if their absence should be considered prolonged and cause for concern. Consideration will be given to the child’s, parent’s and/or carer’s vulnerability, and medical or SEND needs and their home life. Any concerns of this nature may be referred to local children’s social care services who will decide if a welfare check is necessary.
As part of the enrolment documents, at least 3 emergency contacts including 1 non-parental contact will be requested. This is so that in the event of prolonged absence where school is unable to get in touch with the parents, there are alternative people to contact who might know where the family is. This is to comply with changes to the welfare reforms in the early years’ framework from September 2025. 
As nursery sessions are funded by public money, there is a legal obligation to ensure that it is used well to benefit each child. Low or irregular patterns of attendance will be shared with the Cheshire East Free Early Education team who authorise payment of early education funding. Once a place is accepted in our nurseries, it is expected that children will attend the vast majority of their booked sessions. Children receive either 15 or 30 funded hours per week. Some families choose for their children to attend more than these funded hours paying privately for extra session or before or after school club. Privately funded sessions that are missed due to illness or holiday cannot be refunded. 
As well as attending regularly, we ask parents to drop off and collect children punctually at the start and end of each session and to telephone the school office to inform us of the reason for illnesses/absences and the expected return date.
The attendance of early year’s pupils will be monitored and a waved approach similar to that used for older pupils will be utilized. 

Waved Escalation Approach for Early Year’s Pupils
If absence trends have been noticed in an early year’s child’s usual pattern, this will be addressed through a graduated response outlined below: 
1. If a child is absent and no explanation or telephone call received, parents/carers will be contacted to ascertain the reason for the child’s absence and the expected date of return.

2. Attendance below 90% of booked sessions - The class teacher or keyworker will have an informal conversation with parents/carers enquiring about the reasons for the child being absent from school and an understanding of when/if attendance will go back to their usual pattern. 

3. Attendance below 85% of booked sessions - A letter explaining the developmental and social benefits of attendance attending early education regularly to be sent to parents. This letter may be preceded or followed by a phone call with the Attendance Lead where appropriate.

4. Attendance below 80% of booked sessions- Parents/carers invited into the school for a more formal conversation about the reasons for absence and what support could be put into place to encourage more regular attendance. For example, being able to access before or afterschool clubs to help working families, reducing the number of sessions the child has committed to attend, referral to health visitor for medical advice etc. 

5. If, after these graduated steps have been taken, a child’s attendance continues to drop, school may withdraw the child’s place and offer it to someone on the waiting list. This decision will be made on an individual basis, considering the needs and context of the family and as a very last resort.
