
Core skills of learning in KS1 languages 
 Listening Speaking Reading Writing 

Reception Can listen and join in with 
some parts of a song or 
rhyme. 

Can say a few important 
words e.g. 
hello/goodbye/thank you 

  

Year 1 Can listen and join in with 
the main parts of a song or 
rhyme. 
Can listen to and enjoy a 
story. 
Beginning to identify 
accurately some sounds in 
the target language. 
 

Can say a few important 
words e.g. greetings and 
polite response, 
Can say name and how 
feeling. 
Can attempt to repeat 
accurately some sounds in 
the target language. 

Beginning to recognise some 
important words written in 
the target language e.g. 
greetings or a number.  

 

Year 2 Can listen and join in with a 
song. 
Can listen to and enjoy a 
story. 
Can identify accurately some 
sounds in the target 
language. 
 

Can say a few important 
words e.g. greetings and 
polite response, 
Can say name and how 
feeling. 
Can say a sequence of items 
e.g. several numbers or 
colours. 
Can repeat accurately some 
sounds in the target 
language. 

Can recognise some 
important words written in 
the target language e.g. 
greetings or a number/day 
of the week. 
 

Can attempt to copy some 
important words written in 
the target language e.g. 
greetings or a number/day 
of the week. 
 

 


