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Handwriting & o complex perceptual-motor skill thaty ts dependent, upon the: maturation and, integrations of @ rumber of
cognitizve, perceptual, and, motor skills, which is deseloped through instruction, (Hamstra-Blebzy and Blote, 1993; Maeland,
1992). It is & complex process of handling language by pencil; grip, letter formation, and body posture. Handuwriting efficiency

Rationale
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National Curriculum 2014 states: “‘Whiting...depends on fluent, Legible, and, eventually, speedy handuwriting,

Aims

We belieme that effective handuriting is:
e Legible
e  Presentahle
e Comfortable
o  Fluent
o  Flexible
o Fast
e Automatic
e Sustainable
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Curriculum, content (whab we teach)
We use the Letterjoirv style Jont as a basis:
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Handwriting appears withir the Educational, Programmes Jor Physical, development (Fine Motor Skills) and, Jor Likeracy
(Writing).
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“Whiting irwolives transeription (spelling and, handuriting) and composition (articulating ideas and, struchuring them inv speech,
before wriing)

The lenel, of, denelopment children should: be: expected to- hane attained in handweiting by the end of the EYFS s defined; by
WW@WWW&(ELG&):

ELG: Fine Motor Skills Children ab the expected lenel of denelopment; will:

- Hold, o pencils effectinely in preparation for fluenty writing - using the tripod grip inv almost all, cases;
- Use @ range of smalls tools, including scissors, paint; brushes and, cutlery;

- Begin to shour accuracy and, care wher drawing,

ELG: Whiting Childrerv ab the expected level of desselopment; wills

In addition to- ensure that our childrer are YearOneneadg;%eeupectatwn/i&t}wtchddlmuAU;

e Form all 26 graphemes correctly.
o Know that letters should sit on the line.

**NB Seebdmrgmn| wpedaﬁon&!ﬁonleﬂ'a»!omaﬁm(a&ﬂu&l&hwmmleﬂa\}oMMMWEYFs as per
the; Red Rose Letters & Sounds scheme linked, to- the: teaching of Phonics)

YEAR | EXPECTATIONS

STATUTORY REQUIREMENT
o sib correctly at a table; holding a pencil comfortably and correctly (also- EYFS expectation)
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o begin to Jorm lowercase letters in the correct directions starting and, finishing in the right place (also EYFS
expectation)

*  form capital letters

*  form digits 0-9

o understand which letters belong to which handuwriting Yamilies’ (ue. letters that are formed, inv similar ways) and, to-
practise these.

NON STATUTORY (BUT EXPECTED AT OUR SCHOOL)

Handuwriting requires Jrequent; and, discrete, direct teaching. Pupils should be able to- form letters: corectly and, confidently:
The size of the: wniting implement; (pencil, pen) should not be too- large for a young pupil's hand: Whatewer is being used
should allour the pupil to- hold, ib easily and, correctly so that bad, habits are avoided,

Lefi-handed, pupils should, receiwe: specific teaching to meeb their needs:

YEAR 2 EXPECTATIONS

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS
Pupils should, be taught to:
o form lowercase letters of the correct size relative to- one another
o start using some of the diagonal, and, honizontal strokes needed to- join, letters and, understand, which letters, when,
adjacent to- one another; are best left; unjoined,
o wnite capital letters and, digits of the: conrech size; ontentation and, relationship to- one another and to- lowenr case
letters
o use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.

NON STATUTORY (BUT EXPECTED AT OUR SCHOOL)

Pupils should revise and practise correct letter Jormation frequently: They should, be taught to- write with o joined style as
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a Round the anchor and down the rope. n Down the nose and over the nostril.
b Down the bat and round the ball. 0 Back around the octopus.
c Curl round the cat. P Down the path, up the path and round the pond.
d Back round the dog's body, up to his ears and down to his tail. q Quick! Back round the pond, down and splash.
e Across the shelf and over the elf. r Rain down to the ground and over the rainbow.
‘f Follow down the flamingo and fly. S Slip down the slide.
g9 Go round the gorilla and swing from the vine. t Down the tree and across the branch.
h Down the hill and over the hedge. u Down under the sea, up for breath and down again.
i Down the insect and don’t forget his cap. v Down the vase and up the vase.
i Jump off the jetty and don’t forget your cap. Down the wave and up the wave. Down the wave and up the wave.
J p jetty getyl p w p p
k Down the koala’s body, arm and leg. X Cross the box and cross the box.
l Down the long ladder. y Down the yo-yo, up the yo-yo and swing.
m Down the mound and over the moles. z Zip, zap, zoom!

YEARS 3 & 4 EXPECTATIONS

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS
*  use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed, to- joirv letters and, understand, whichs letters;, when adjacent

NON STATUTORY (BUT EXPECTED AT OUR SCHOOL)

YEARS 5 & 6 EXPECTATIONS

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS

Pupils should be taught to wnite legibly, Juuently ands with increasing speed by
o choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and, deciding whether or not to join specific letters
e choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task,

NON STATUTORY (BUT EXPECTED AT OUR SCHOOL)
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taught: to- use: an unjoined, style; for example, for labelling a diagram or data, writing arv email address, or for algebra and,
capital letters; for example, for filling irv a formu

How we teach, handwriting

OVERVIEW

We use the Red Rose Lelters and: Sounds scheme initially before: mosing onto the Letterjoiry scheme to structure the majority,
giwen selection. We do- nob expect all, children to- writes in perv by the end of KSI; howesmer we do expect that: they will, be
able to select the: most, appropriate writing implement Jor the task.  Penv Licences carv be obtained i Year 3. We also hanve
o wide variety of pencil; / perv grips Jor children to trial

| Adulb models task whilsh talking aloud, for example to-form o o I amv going to- start ab one o'clock, curve round, in

2. Child performs task while adult provides instructions out loud, for example “put your pencil at one o clock; nowr curve

3. Child, performs task, while verbalising instructions, for example “I start at one o'clock, curve round to the left and
stop”

b.  Child performs task while whispering instructions

S.  Child performs task using prisvate speechs

We uses o common language to- teachs handwriting, including the P checks ands S Jactors.

We always obserue children, while they write inv order to- identify anything that needs correcting ab the point of learning -
therefore; we prefer to teach, handuwriting irv smalls groups: or I:| as this enables us to- observe closeliy.

EYFS

From entry to- the EYFS we teach:

*  good gross and fine motor control

*  a recognition of pattern

e alanguage to talk aboub the shapes and mosements that, will: lead, into- the: main handwriting movements which create
the three hasic letter shapes (clim )



5, 2
i\, . . & e,
f@% Deepdale Commmbé/ Pr\momd, School f@%
RS Policy for Handuwniting, R

body mowvements. Children are shown hour to- make large: movements irv the, air withs their arms, hands and shoulders; e.g.

e Shky writing withs bothy hands
. Making;pobiem&omea&voﬂ’m’sbadw
e Making leftter shapes iv o damp sand, tray.

whiteboards, chalkboards, interactive white: boards, ‘magic boards’ ete. and they are giver the opportunity to use o wide
charcoal ete.

the pencil, too tightly whichs produces tension i the army and shoulder: Childrens who are left-handed, are; encouraged, to- tilb

By the end of the foundation stage; childrens are able to- sity correctly ab o table, holding o pencils comfortably and, correctly,
KEY STAGE |

CMWWWM%WWWWWMB mirutes ab least three times a week or

hare the opportunity to practise letter formation irv o wariety of ways, starting withs skiy-writing to- encourage good, formation
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o the P checks will be made and, children will: become familiar with, how to- self-check

KEY STAGE 2

TWWWZWMWWWWWWWWW'S mirutes twice a

skills.

Thmi&ame'xpﬂiaﬁomthail‘
e the P checks will be made and children will be able to- self-check
o the S Jactors wills be considered and; childrer fromv Year 4 upwards will be able to self-assess

By the end of KS2 children should, be able to- write ab speed when necessary, and, should, be able to- adapt their handuwriting
according to the task. - Skills practice iy Y6 should take these requirements into account.

Inclusion

We endearour to- identifyy children withs learning difficulties with, handwriting swiftly - i we are unsure we seek professional
adrice. We observe young (or new?) childrens carefully iy order to identify any, tssues early on

Childrery identified: as haming o specific learning difficulty with handwniting have o school based plary writtery v consultation
withs thes SEND coordinator, and special; prosisions are made to- cater for their specific needs.

Childrery who- are left-handed: are taught to- slant their book o paper- so- that their writing car bes read more easily. They are
discouraged, from holding as perv or pencils too close to the, point as this carv interrupt their line: of wision, ands they, are supported,

to choose o writing implement: that s not going to smudge as they write.  Additionally, o left-handed: child, should, be
positioned to the left of as right-handed, child, to- enable boths to- write comfortably without bumping into- eachs other.

How we assess hg@uﬁﬁ%

OW&AM%MW@WWWMWWW Irvthe/}u\stmstanoeweapelooking/
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e Legible - EYFS/KSI/KS2
e Presentable - EYFS/KSI/KS2

o Fluent - KSI/KS2
o Flexible - KS2
o Fast-KS2

Weuwowamnmi&}onfh@}oﬂmﬂngpwposw

. Todantify nort cteps of Loaning this o our riony)

2. To ascertairy whether pupils are working at age-related: standards for handuwniting (as seb oub invthe EYFS Framework
and, National Curricubum)

3. To provide evidence for end of Key Stage assessments

Ty order to assess whether handuwriting s legible, wes Lok ot (the S Factors):
Shape - From, Year | onwards

Size - From, Year | onwards

Space - From, Year 2 onwards

Sitting orvthe Line - From Year 2 onwards
Stringing - From Year 3 onwards

Slart, - From Year 4 orwards

Speed, - From Year & onwards

Style, - From Year 5 onwards

TMWM%W%%WWWSWMYW@W
Inv additions we use the, National, Curriculum end, of Key Stage assessment, criterias for handusriting,

Handwriting is' monitoreds hall-termly by SLT. The expectation s that a high standard, of handuriting s exident across alls
pupil workbooks.

Frances Ball

Policy renvised: | 8% Nomember 2024

Rewmiew date: |8% Nomember 2026



