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To ensure all children enjoy their learning and attending school.
To provide opportunities for children to embrace learning through real-life, hands-on
experiences.
To prepare children to info the next stage of their schooling.

Intent

At Delph Side Community Primary School, we aim to help pupils #enjoy learning and
developing their handwriting with a sense of achievement and pride. We wish that
children have the ability to write fluently and legibly, which give children a means to
communicate their thoughts and ideas efficiently. Handwriting is a skill that must be
learned in order to provide a style that becomes simple to produce and easy to
read.

Implementation

¢ Our handwriting teaching uses both Read Write Inc Handwriting and Pen Pals
to meet the statutory requirements for handwriting from the English
Programmes of Study (Key Stage 1 and 2) and the EYFS Statutory Framework.
e Read, Write Inc Handwriting is used through the Foundation Stage, Key Stage
1 and into Year 3. Children then move onto Pen Pals Handwriting from in Year
4-6.
e Classes have regular timetabled slots for handwriting to ensure that children
build up their handwriting skills.
- Foundation Stage and Year1 — Formation is initially taught during Speed
Sounds lesson and then daily during RWI Get Writing lessons.
- Year2-6-atleast 3lessons a week lasting 20 minutes which is included in
their English lessons.
- We make the physical process of writing — handwriting — enjoyable from
the start, so children see themselves as ‘writers’.
- Nursery — Year 4 use Gross Motor and Fine Motor skills videos from Pen Pals
at the start of lessons.
- We use mnemonics — memory pictures — to help children visualise the letter
or join before they write it down. There is a patter to help children learn
their letter formation at Stage 1 and this is developed at Stage 2.
- RWI Set 1- Mnemonics to visualise letters
- Stage 1 a - Children practise correct letter formation.
- Stage 1b - Children learn where to place the letters on the writing line.
- Stage 2 - Children learn a mature style of writing that will lead to joined-up
writing.
- Stage 3 - Children learn the two basic joins: the arm join (diagonal) and
the washing line join (horizontal) and the two variables for each join.

e Alllessons MUST include adult modelling. Teachers and TAs to monitor
progress in lessons and support children with correct formation in books to iron
out misconceptions. Children need to practice handwriting under the
guidance of a teacher so they do not develop habits that will be difficult to
undo later.
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¢ |In Read Write Inc handwriting, as children learn letters and joins, it is important
their focus attention on their own formation of letters and joins and are not
copying letters or words. They will then be able to practice writing words.
¢ Children will be taught then when teachers use the handwriting signal, they
automatically go into the perfect handwriting position.

feet flat on the floor bottom at the back of the chair
body one fist from the table shoulders down and relaxed
* back leaning forward slightly left/right hand holding the page

left/right hand ready in a tripod grip

¢ Handwriting books don't need to be marked but should see adults showing
correct formation and guiding those that need support.

e Layout - Date on left, miss a line, start handwriting. EYFS and KS1 sometimes
have their dates printed.

o There are some additional joins from Pen Pals that were previously taught in
Year 2 and 3 that will be introduced when teaching the different joins in
Stage 3. Mixed joins will be infroduced in Year 3 when children are confident
with joining.

Handwriting Progression

In Early Years Foundation Stage children will access a range of learning opportunities
to develop essential prewriting skills. Movements to enhance gross motor skills such
as ‘Squiggle Whilst You Wriggle’, air-writing, pattern making, and dancing.
Development of balance skills/upper body strength puzzles or crayons and paper on
the floor while on stomach, puzzles, crayons and paper on all fours on floor
encourages shoulder/hand strengthening, squeezing wet sponges, finger painting,
water play, sand play, play dough, rice play, gloop, cooking, cornflour and water.

They will develop fine motor skills, fastening, buttons, pull up a zip, threading,
tweezers, cutting, and pinching clay. The children will access a range of activities
that require them to grasp small objects: Using tweezers, making collage pictures
using pieces of wool or string, decorating iced biscuits with small cake decorations,
and posting small items into narrow-necked bottles.

The children will access a range of learning opportunities that will support the
development of their shoulder, elbow, wrist stability and bi-lateral use of their hands.
They will also develop control of writing implements and develop

hand eye co-ordination and fine motor strength. They will learn directional
sequences and movements.

e Nursery/Reception — children will be infroduced to the mnemonics (memory
pictures) as they learn to recognise the letters in their name and begin RWI.

e Reception and Year 1 will follow Read Write Inc Handwriting scheme during
their daily RWI lessons and work through Stages 1 and 2.

e Year 2 will reinforce Stage 2 and then focus on Stage 3 where children will
learn to join their letters (including some additional joins from Pen Pals (Year 2)
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e Year 3 will focus on embedding a cursive style of writing using RWI Stage 3
and intfroducing some additional joins from Pen Pals (Year 3)

e Years 4 - 6 will follow Pen Pals Handwriting scheme. When children are
confident in their handwriting, they will be encouraged to use a pen then in
year 6, when handwriting is perfected, they will be offered a personalised
‘Delph Side’ fountain pen, which can be used in their year é books.

e All adults in school are the most important role models and need to model good
practice and ensure all children understand and follow handwriting expectations,

modelling handwriting expectations for their year group.

Handwriting Progression

Read Write Phonics Set 1
(Nursery and Reception)
Mnemonics to teach letter formation

6@ S d I

Stage 1
(Reception and Year 1)
(Taught while children read the Red, Green, Purple, Pink and
Storybooks)

Stage 1a
Children practise correct letter formation

+ ‘Around’ letters:c a o d g q
» Down'letters: Ll t b p k hijmnruy
* ‘Curly’ letters: e fs

* ‘Zigzag' lettersv W Z X.

Stage 1b
Children learn where to place the letters on the writing line

* ‘Sunlettersb d h k I(fand t are just a little bit smaller)

* ‘Boatletters"a cei mnorsuvwixz =

* ‘Water letters: g j p q ¥. B S—

Stage 2
(Year 1 and Year 2)
(Taught while children read the , Blue and Grey Storybooks)

Children learn a mature style of writing that will lead to joined-up writing

7o guybp
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(Year 2 and Year 3)

(Taught while children read the

Stage 3

, Blue and Grey Storybooks)

Children learn the two basic joins: the arm join (diagonal) and the washing
line join (horizontal) and the two variables for each join.

W -
* a,arm to boat (A D
= b.arm to sun Iq%ﬁ. *
* C. arm to sister. L/C .

d. washing line to boat Was
e.washing line to sun |4 ’{ﬂ I
v L =

f. washing line to sister. /(]

Children in Year 4 — 6 will follow Pen Pals Handwriting Scheme

Year 4

1 Introducing diagonal jein from p and b fo ascender:

2 Introducing diagonal join from p and b, no ascender:

(%]

InTrc:duc.mq diagonal join from p and b fo an antficlockwise
letter: pa.

4 Revising p-c:lrallel asccndcrs and descenders:

5 Break letters:

&  Spocing in common axception words

7 Consistent size of letters

8 Relofive size of capitals

9 Speed and fluency

10 End-offerm check

21 Consistency of size

22 Proportion

23 Spocing between letters and words
24 Size, proportion and spacing

25 Fluency: wrifing longer words

26 Speed and fluency

27 Revising break letters

28 Print alphabet: presentation

29 Assessment

30 Capital letters: presentafion

11 Rewising parallel ascenders

12 Rewising parallel ascenders and break letters
13 Relafive sizes of letters

14 Proportion of letiers

15 Spocing between letters

16 Spacing between words

17 Writing at speed

18 Improving fluency

19 Speed and fluency

20 End-ofterm chack

Year 5

Term 1
® 1 Infroducing sloped writing in letter iamilies Term 2
2 H’uciisinq slopod wrifing: diagonal join to ascender: t/, sh,

4 H’clchslnq slopcd wrlhng diagonal join fo an anticlockwise

5 H’clchslnq slopcd wrlhng horizontal join to ascender: wh, wil :Ili E‘,Igz?l::r:;zllgé‘r:g ﬂ;fs;c(;ngg&%@scs wrmng @ p-C:II'CIngIph
& H'uchsmq sloped writing: horizontal join. no ascender: ai ay. 15 Practising sloped writing: speed and legibility:

16 Practising sloped wrifing: size, proportion and spacing: =
7 H'uchsmq slopcd wrmng horizontal join to an anticlockwise 17 Practising sloped writing: building speed: qu
letter 18 Different styles for different purposes: decorafive alphabets

8 H'uchsmq slopcd wrmng |c>|n|ng from 1 ra, re, i ro, Fu . -
9 Practising sloped writing: joining from s: sl su, 57 19 Different styles for different purposes
10 End-ofterm check 20 End-offerm check

Term 3

21 Slopcd writing: proportion, joining p and b fo ascenders: o/

22 Hc:r\-dwrmng for dlffDlC nt purp-c:-scs joining from p and b, no

ascender: |

Personal style

Assassrment
Copifals

BEEENRRER

11 Practising sloped wrifing: proporfion = joining from f 1o
3 H’achslnq slopod writing: diagenal join, no ascender: i, i, ascender: fL i
12 Practising sloped writing: size - joining from f, no ascender:

Practising slc-pcd wrm ng pclrdllcl downstrokes: ¢
Practising sloped writing: all double letters
Practising sloped writing for spead: fial
Practising sloped writing for luency

Handwriting for different purposes: print alphabet
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Term 2
Term 1 11 Improving handwriting: the importance of consistent sizing
® 1 Stiefor speed: crossbar join from f: th . 0. . i 13 improving handwiing. e mpartance of spacng
@2 Stylefor speed:| !n_q Jrcnm q g- g r’i'_' 4099 o 14 Improving handwriting: the importance of consistent sizing
®3 Siyle for speed: leoping fram | and y: je. jo. ye. yr. yo of paraliel ascenders and descenders
® 4 Style for speed: Ic:q:)lr‘.g _ro.m 15 Improving handwriting: the importance of closed and open
@5 Style for speed: diferent joins to s latiers
@ & Style for speed: looping from b 1& Improving handwrifing: pen breaks in longer words
@7 Style for speed: joining from v, w x and z 17 Handwriting for different punposes: annofations
8 Handwriting for different purposes: abbraviations 18 Handwriting for different purposes
9 Spacing befween words 19 Choice of handwriting tools
10 End-ofterm check 20 End-of4erm check
Term 3
21 Handwriting for different purposes: fastjoined and print
letters

22 Handwriting for different purposes: note making

23 Handwriting for different purposes: neat writing

24 Handwriting for different purposes: print letters for personal
details

25 Different styles of writing

26 Handwriting for different purposes: presentation

27 Handwriting for different purposes: decorated capitals

28 Handwriting for different purposes: layout

2% Assessment

30 Handwriting for different purposes: handwriting pattems

Inclusion

e All children will have the opportunity to develop their handwriting skills of legibility
and fluency. However, some pupils may need more support and a specific
individual, (Individual Education Plan) or group programme would be implemented
and monitored closely by the class teacher and SENCO. Outside agencies, such as
Occupational Therapy would be consulted as necessary.

e |tisrecognised that it is essential for all children, especially those pupils with specific
learning difficulties, to be closely observed when learning the correct formation of
individual letters. This will ensure that posture, pencil grip and pressure, letter
formation and placement are monitored and supervised to avoid the
development and reinforcement of unhelpful habits.

e Pupils who experience difficulties in fine motor movement will be given lots of
opportunities to develop control through rehearsal with large body movements. All
teachers are aware of the specific needs of left-handed pupils and make
appropriate provision. It is particularly important that left-handed children are
seated on the left of a right-handed child, so they are not competing for space.
Teachers are aware that it is difficult for left-handed children to follow handwriting
movements when a right-handed teacher models them. Pencil grips, thicker
pencils, friangular pencils and wider lines will be used by children who experience
problems writing

Impact

The outcomes that we strive to ensure all our pupils achieve are:

¢ Having fluent, legible and speedy handwriting that can be performed
automatically, so that the attention of the brain is on the content of the writing.
e Having the stamina and skills to write at length, with accurate spelling and
punctuation.
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e Having competence in transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition.
e Writing clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in
and for a range of contexts, purposes and audience.

¢ Having a comfortable and efficient pencil hold and working position.

This will be monitored by the English team and subject leaders through book s (handwriting
books and other curriculum books), learning books and discussions.

Appendix A

Joins to be taught in Read Write Inc Handwriting

Arm to boat

L e af oM ar
C/LC@C/(L%
di dr dy de
e el ean. er
e hu hi hy
Lei/rt/pt/w'ug
e ki k. y

PP Y
e A marL mu
mm,ww
te bty
LM,MWP

Ay

Arm to sun
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Arm to sister

c ko ko la
o

Washing line to boat

i A b1
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fifr fn fufy

Washing line to sun

wh vl rd
O W 01
oh ol ot

Washing line to sister
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Vo RTa,
WO WD
010 rd g
fa fo

Oﬂ,modog

Letters that do not join to others

Schools need to decide whether or not to join the following letterssb q g j s ¥y z
onto the next letter. (Some schools only teach ‘bi’ and 'si’ joined.)

bqgjs b/tg/LJ/LS/L
yooop Jrop
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Appendix B

Additional joins to be taught in Year 2 and 3

Year 2

Arm to boat - ai

ay dg ng ey aw an ur

Arm to sun — ab

ck

Arm to sister - ic

ea eared cc egiadugddag

Washing line to
boat - wr

oe ve on Op oV

Washing line to sun | ok

- Wr

Washing line to ocC

sister - va

Year 3

Arm to boat - ai qu ally ily
Arm to sun —ab if ef of
Arm 1o sister - ic

Washing line to fers

boat - wr

Washing line to sun
- Wr

rt rk of ft ff

Letters that do not
join

sh sl st sk sw se sm sn sp su sa sc sd sg SO ss

Mixed joins

ear air oor our ing are ere ure ore ire

Appendix C
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Capital Letter formation

| Start at the top, come downand goacross.
[ | Start at the top. come down. Lift. Across at the top Lift. Across at the boftom.

I Stcm at the top, come down, Lift. Across at the top.

i Storf at the top, come down. Curve bock k up. -
Stcm at the top, come down. Curve to the left, Liff. Across ot the fop.

'} ‘ Slope down, slope back up. Lift. Come down from the point.

_R | Start at the top, come down. Lift. Back to the fop. Go all the way round and slope.
B | Start at the top, come down, Lift, Back fo the fop. Go all the way round and all the
| way round again. 2 A
__N | Start at the top, come down Lift. Bock 1o tt the top Slope ond stronght up ol
~ H | Startatthe top, come down. Lift. Stcm at the top come down. Liff and across in the mnddle
M Start at the fop, come down. Lift. Back to the top. Siope down, slope up and strooght

‘ Ston at the top, come down. Lift. Slope in, siope ou’r
P | Start at the top, come down. Lift. Back to the top. Go all the way round.

€| Make acurve. : |
 Slope to the left, Lift back to 'rhe top. Slope. Lift. Across in the middle.

‘Make a curve, go all the woy round b 7\
Mcke a curve, slope, make a curve back agoln

G | Make a curve. Lift and go across.

Q| Mcke a curve, go all the way round. Lift and slope across. 7
Start at the top, come down. Lift. Back fo the top. Across at the top. Lift. Across in the middie.
Lift, Across af the boffom.

F | Start at the top, come down. Lift. Back o the fop. Across at the top. Lift. Across in the middle.

Z | Go across, slope. go back across.

V| Slope down, slope back up.

W | Slope down, slope back up. Slope down again and slope & bcck up.
_X_| Slope. Lift and slope ocross.

Appendix D - Letter Formation Patter — Stage 1 RWI

‘Around’ letters

C Checldist: kangaroo

«  start at the kangaroo's head

Checklist: caterpillar Checldist: queen /' draw down the long straight body — then It the pencil off the page
»  start at her hair bobble on top of her head «  draw a straight tall to the body — two-thirds of the way down
e o draw a straicht back les from the body

v  start at the caterpillar’s head
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Checklist: Nobby and his net
v start at Nobby's head
v go straight down Nobby

Ry

go over the net — from Nobby's waist
check the net is the same height as Nobby

AN

add a small curl for the grass

‘Curly’ Letters

@ e/ Checklist snake
¢ start at the snake's head

Checklist egg v curl one way
¢ draw up around the shell that needs to be cut off the boiled
P e v curl the other

¢ go round underneath the egg

rr
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