
 

 

 

 

In our final half term, we are reflecting on a verse from the Book of Proverbs. Thought to have been written by 
King Solomon, this collection of wise sayings was compiled around 3,000 years ago to guide God's people in 
practical, everyday living. These ancient principles remain remarkably relevant today, offering enduring wisdom 
for navigating relationships, character development, and moral decision-making. 
 
Proverbs 11:2 teaches us that "When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom." This 
principle speaks directly to how we raise our children and model behaviour in both our homes and school 
community.  
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

As we close this academic year, I find myself returning one final time to the wisdom of the verse above. These 
words from King Solomon have guided our community throughout this term, reminding us that true growth 
comes through humble learning and service to others. 

As I write my final newsletter as head teacher, I am deeply moved to reflect on what has been a truly 
extraordinary five-year journey with the DCS community. I feel immensely privileged to have worked alongside 
such remarkable people in this wonderful city of Derby. Our school has grown and transformed beyond 
recognition during this time, and I am profoundly proud to have been part of this incredible development. 

There is so much to celebrate and be proud of within our community. Working with such a dedicated and 
talented staff body has been one of my greatest joys, and I have felt tremendously supported by so many of you 
as families throughout our shared journey. Your partnership in your children's education has made such a 
difference to everything we have achieved together. 

However, my biggest delight has always been our students—they have brightened every day of these five years. 
They are absolutely fabulous young people, and I know with complete certainty that they will continue to achieve 
great things and make positive contributions to our world. Their embodiment of our FAITH values, their resilience 
through challenges, and their joy in learning have been constant sources of inspiration to me. 

Schools are naturally places of growth and change, and I know that DCS will continue to flourish and evolve in 
exciting ways. I am confident that this community will remain a beacon of Christian distinctiveness in our city, 
upholding the strong FAITH values and principles that support our students to live life in all its fullness. The 
foundations we have built together—rooted in the kind of humble wisdom that Solomon commends—will 
continue to serve future generations of DCS students. 

Thank you so much for everything you have shared with me over these past five years. The memories, the 
challenges overcome together, the celebrations, and the countless moments of everyday joy will stay with me 
always. While I look forward to new adventures ahead, part of my heart will always remain at DCS. 

May you all enjoy a wonderful, restful summer, and I wish you all every success for the coming years. 

A reminder that the start of the new year is as follows: 

Monday 8th September at 8:40am - Y7 and Y11 students only 
Monday 8th September at 12:00pm – Y12 students 
Tuesday 9th September at 8:40am – all year groups. 
 
Mrs Brown 
 

 

This Week at Derby Cathedral School 

w/c 21st July 2025 



 

 

 

IMPORTANT UPDATE: Holiday Activities and Food Programme (HAF) 
 

 
 
 
 

Have you booked your child a place at one of the FREE holiday clubs for the summer holidays yet? If your child 
receives benefits-related free school meals, they are entitled to attend this summer. Follow the instructions in 
your email from HolidayActivities.com to book before it’s too late! Further details can be found 
at: www.derby.gov.uk/derbyHAF  

 
 

 

 

Holiday FSM Vouchers 
 

  

 
Just a reminder that the expiry date for the May Half Term FSM vouchers is 12th August 
2025, so ensure that you redeem your voucher code well before this date. Please choose 

the supermarket you wish to use your voucher at and then your supermarket voucher will have a much longer 
expiry date once registered.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.derby.gov.uk/derbyHAF


 

Enrichment Days – STEM and Culture 
 
We had a fantastic couple of days at the end of term focusing on two very different, but important enrichment 
activities. 
On Tuesday, the whole school experienced a variety of STEM (science, technology, engineering and maths) 
activities. We had a great many external companies and universities provide sessions for all year groups. This 
important  
This is now the third year that we have run this day and it is always a great success. A huge thank you goes to Mrs 
Spencer and Mrs Bingham who mastermind the day! One of the many highlights is always the owl and birds of 
prey experience. This year, students also got to touch a snake and other reptiles! They learnt many interesting 
biological facts about these amazing creatures.  
 
On Wednesday we celebrated the rich diversity of our students with our annual culture day. It is always so 
impressive to see the many fabulous outfits worn with great pride by so many of our students. This year, we 
reflected on ‘walking on someone else’s footsteps’ to encourage a ‘mirrors’ moment of reflection for all students; 
to consider what life is like for other people. This always helps us gain a good understanding of what it is like to 
live well with people who may seem different to ourselves. As our vision statement says, we are so proud of the 
rich diversity of our community and it really does bring a vibrancy to our school. 
 
Please see a few pictures below of some of the many activities that took place. 

 

 



Derby Cathedral – Lego Festival 
Derby Cathedral is hosting a Lego festival from 25 July – 21 August. 
This includes a fantastic Lego model of the Cathedral quarter in Derby – see f you can spot the 12 animals hiding in 
the exhibition. There is also a ‘Cosy corner’ – a space for creating your own Lego masterpieces along with other 
creative activities and a play space for much younger children so the whole family can enjoy their time here. 
A perfect activity for the summer holidays! Please see the pictures below for more details. 
 
 
 

 



 

  

 
 
 
 



What parents and educators need to know about online slang 
 

Online slang can be a vibrant way for young people to express themselves, but it also changes rapidly and can 

sometimes carry hidden meanings. This guide helps adults navigate this shifting landscape by breaking down what 

some of today’s most-used slang terms actually mean and why they matter. From ‘rizz’ to ‘sigma’, it’s a handy 

starting point for anyone wanting to better understand how young people communicate online.  

The National College has created this free guide offering parents and educators information about online slang 

and the risks involved – from generational misunderstandings to being used as a veil for harmful content or 

behaviour. Importantly, it offers advice on encouraging open conversations and critical thinking about language. 

With slang constantly evolving, this guide encourages adults to stay curious, connected and supportive. 

 

https://nationalcollege.com/guides/online-slang


 

 

 

Derby City Council – Cost of Living Support 
 

 



 

 

  

Festival of Sport at Derby Arena 4th - 8th August 
 

Take a look at this fantastic FREE activity for 8-14 year-olds which is happening during the 
school holidays. 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Dates Ahead 
 

School Holidays 2024-25 
 
24th July – Last day of term – 12 pm finish for all students 
 

**NEW** - School Term Dates and INSET days 2025-26 
 
The new school year starts as follows: 
 
Monday 8th September at 8:40am - Y7 and Y11 students only 
Monday 8th September at 12:00pm – Y12 students only 
Tuesday 9th September at 8:40am – all year groups 
 
 
Please click on the link below to view the Term Date calendar and INSET days for 2025-26: 
 
DCS Term Dates 2025-26 with INSET.pdf 
 

INSET Days 2025-26 – School closed to all students 
 
Thursday 4 Sept 2025 
Friday 5 Sept 2025 
Friday 5 Dec 2025 
Monday 2 Feb 2026 
Friday 26 June 2026 
 
 

Other Key Dates 
 
Term and key dates can also be found on our calendar on the school website:  
 
https://derbycathedralschool.org.uk/  
 
 
 

https://derbycathedralschool.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/EZIw7hoQ0ihFoGjCiAUAKPwBFTcBLthYPy86d3Dk6QmMfQ?e=cDeKSK
https://derbycathedralschool.org.uk/

