
 

 

 

In Matthew Chapter 22, Jesus was asked what he thought was the ‘greatest commandment’ … 
 
“Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This 
is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.” 
 
For us at DCS this is a reminder that that any advances in technology are only positive and good if they have the 
ability to help us to love other people better. 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
In a world increasingly dominated by technology, the timeless wisdom of Jesus's words above give us really 
helpful guidance. For us at DCS, this teaching demonstrates our approach to education in today's digital age. It 
reminds us that technological progress is truly valuable only when it enhances our ability to love and serve one 
another better. As we embrace new tools and innovations in our classrooms, we remain committed to ensuring 
that technology serves our deeper human purpose – building meaningful connections and showing compassion to 
those around us. 
 
A big thank you to all Year 8 parents who attended last week's parents' evening. Your engagement with your 
child's education makes a tremendous difference, and we greatly appreciate your support. To our Year 7 parents, 
please note that your parents' evening is scheduled for Tuesday, 18th March. This online event will provide a 
valuable opportunity to speak directly with your child's subject teachers about their progress and development. 
 
I'm delighted to highlight our recent collaboration with Marks & Spencer's optician service, who visited our school 
this week. All students have received vouchers for eye care services – please refer to the article in this newsletter 
for more details. Regular eye checks are essential for effective learning, and we encourage all families to take 
advantage of this opportunity. 
 
Our Year 11 students continue to impress us with their maturity and community spirit. Their Valentine's Day 
fundraising efforts before half term demonstrated our FAITH value of fellowship perfectly, as they worked 
together to reduce prom ticket costs and ensure all classmates can participate in this significant milestone 
celebration. Despite the pressure of their ongoing PPE exams, they've maintained focus and determination – we 
wish them continued success with their remaining assessments. 
 
This edition of our newsletter also contains important information regarding online safety, particularly an article 
about WhatsApp. While widely used, this platform can present challenges that aren't always obvious. I urge all 
parents to read this article carefully to help keep your children safe online. Please remember that the minimum 
age requirement for WhatsApp is 13 years, meaning that all Year 7 and many Year 8 students should not yet be 
using this application. 
 
As we navigate the complexities of modern education together, let us keep Christ's commandment at the heart of 
all we do – using our minds to learn, our hearts to care, and our hands to serve each other. 
 
Yours faithfully,    
 
Mrs Brown 
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Not just any Opticians – Marks and Spencer Opticians! 
 
On Wednesday 26th February 2025, Jonathan and Joshua from Marks and Spencer Opticians Derby, attended 
DCS with a pop-up shop to chat to students and staff in order to raise awareness of the importance of eyecare 
and ensuring students feel comfortable and confident to have an eye test. The students engaged brilliantly with 
our visitors and showed a genuine interest in being further educated about the importance of looking after 
their eyes. 

 
All students were provided with a voucher to 
remind them of their entitlement for a free eye 
test, and 50% off eye tests for up to 2 adults when 
booked with a child, valid until 30th March 2025. 
Their pack also contains further information about 
eyecare and the opportunity to enter two 
competitions for the chance to win a Percy Pig 
Hamper or an Art Set.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Y9 Enrichment Day – National Memorial Arboretum 
 

Our Y9 Maths students attended an Enrichment Day at the National Memorial Arbortetum on 25th February 2025 
during which they were able to put their skills and knowledge to the test in a number of different sessions 

including: 

• Paper Cups workshop: Origami skills are put to 
the test -  who will be most efficient under pressure? 
Different designs will lead into improved efficiency and 
process improvement. 

 

• Swedebuild workshop: Creating household 
furniture out of lego - profits and waste management 
was pivotal to consider for these tasks. 

 

• Careers in Maths: Maths is used in many careers -   
students selected careers they found interesting to 
further investigate and discuss, developing an 
understanding of how maths is essential for their chosen 
interests. 

 

 

They were also given a Tour of the National 
Memorial Arboretum which contains over 400 
memorials to remember the service and sacrifice 
of those in Armed Forces, Emergency Service 
and Civilian Service.  

This provided a unique learning opportunity for 
our students to explore their own 
interpretations of how we remember important 
events, organisations and individuals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DCS Prom Fundraiser 
 
On Friday 14th February 2025, 
students took part in a Valentine’s 
Day themed cake sale and the 
option to treat their valentines 
with a ‘sweet treat’ to raise funds 
for the upcoming Year 11 Prom.  
 
There were some fantastic cakes 
baked by staff in school and these 
were enjoyed across all years.  
 
The day was a great success with a 
total of £351.08 raised.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



An Exciting Summer camp Opportunity! 
We have been made aware of an exciting opportunity for young people taking place this summer with an 
organisation called Action for Conservation - AFC's FREE Summer Camps (click the link to see a short information 
film) or click this YouTube link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JlU7Ao2Pw-A 
 
 ABOUT THE SUMMER CAMPS  
 
· Camps are open to young people aged 12-16 living in England and Wales. 
· Camps offer young people the opportunity to connect with and explore nature in UK National Parks. 
· They will take part in exciting activities like stargazing and bat walks, learn about environmental issues and 
solutions and make amazing friends. 
· Our camps are completely FREE! 
 
Applications are now open! Please see the website for more information, including about how to apply: 
www.actionforconservation.org/camp 
 
The deadline is Monday 5th May 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@action4conserv
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JlU7Ao2Pw-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JlU7Ao2Pw-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JlU7Ao2Pw-A
http://www.actionforconservation.org/camp


 

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about WHATSAPP 
 
According to Ofcom’s most recent Media Use and Attitudes Report, roughly 55% of 3-17-year-olds in the UK are 

using WhatsApp as their primary messaging service       Not only does that make WhatsApp the most popular 
messaging platform among children and young people in the UK; it also means that of the app’s approximately 
three billion users, over seven million of them are British youngsters – keeping in touch with friends and family, 

but also being exposed to its various risks       
  
As parents and educators, it’s our responsibility to stay up-to-date on the safety concerns around this highly 

popular app, and know how to protect children and young people who are on the platform       That’s why we’ve 
put together this expert-led free guide, breaking down WhatsApp’s most prominent risks and advising you on how 
best to safeguard the app’s younger users. A reminder that the age limit is 13 years old for this app. 
 

👉 DOWNLOAD YOUR FREE GUIDE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://csqvt04.eu1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/DM+113/cSQVT04/VVYt821xxKBBW64Q9pv2J9kQtW7bJF9w5scBCXMNrWp83qn9gW8wLKSR6lZ3mqW6cQSSq1cPwt9W5MQtpz1LnmXMMTc-XMpjknGVhKw1R5NGg_0W8lB0mw264q4lW4r7hnj5y51SHW6hPR-53xz1CyW2kpl8p8D_fF9W6PhKjw6JvR_QW7ftjbk6k9j8bW80wxVx2lWR7sW2Z6gpn35z_RmW2ZMy4d67QJ1gF4xj8NS3bWtW8-VLZX1JndVdW1nSNTt4q30HbW6_dYqF6VNLwSW21dQPz4dFs8sW2sGNf16qY-hfW2lDRbK65zZY3W757fDC3dH-krW9k9JSf6t025tW1mpJqn1rvW0zW3R75fF1nHdbKW55Z6MD6X5dgHN2Bx35hQyHqqW7xNNM181lDt5W4qnR0N4nc7tyf5hLMZK04


 

 

 

Bridge the Gap – Parenting a Teen through Self-harm 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nikki has a vast amount of experience and expertise around the 
topic of self harm, having worked intensely with teens and adults 
both within the public and private sector for a number of years. 
  
She will be regularly delivering this online program for 
parents/carers of teens who are engaging in self-harming 
behaviours. 
  
The course will provide a space to reflect on parenting styles, 
learn about CBT informed skills and discover techniques to help 
guide your teen through this difficult time. 
  
The course also will aim to provide a supportive network for 
parents/carers at what is a challenging and often very lonely time. 
  
Please note this course is for parents/carers only and not for 
children. 
  
 

 
Each session will be 30 minutes long and held on Microsoft Teams (you will 
receive a link when you book). 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Click the link below for more information and to download a copy of 

‘A Parent’s guide to supporting a child who is self-harming’ 
 

https://jwbridgethegap.com/so/71PGxxaWw?languageTag=en&cid=b21d2a86-4eb0-4bee-9f9e-c9974077b960  

 

 

https://jwbridgethegap.com/so/71PGxxaWw?languageTag=en&cid=b21d2a86-4eb0-4bee-9f9e-c9974077b960
https://jwbridgethegap.com/so/71PGxxaWw/c?w=ZF7gMCAXW49p00uQ_H6TnccZRugSdwedu6wKYq6ZMkM.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuandicmlkZ2V0aGVnYXAuY29tL19maWxlcy91Z2QvYzcyZWNmX2IwZDA5YTQxZGE1NTRlNGJiOGQ3ZjIwNWY1YjQ1YzFkLnBkZiIsInIiOiJhZDU2M2RkMy03YjIxLTQ0ZjgtOTY3Yy03YTNmZDlkODUxNWMiLCJtIjoibWFpbCIsImMiOiJiMjFkMmE4Ni00ZWIwLTRiZWUtOWY5ZS1jOTk3NDA3N2I5NjAifQ


 

 

 

 

 

Fusionscape – Apex Football Club 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Fusionscape – Basketball Training 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Reach Community Grocers 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Medical Illness within School 
 

During the winter months, we see an increased number of students presenting at Medical with coughs/colds and 
stomach bugs; however, please be aware that we are unable to treat minor illnesses such as nausea, stomach 
cramps and headaches, usually related to winter viruses. Students are encouraged to be resilient and self-manage 
where appropriate. We encourage students to stay hydrated and eat a warm meal at break or lunch.  
 
We cannot provide any medication in school unless prior arrangements have been made between parent/carer 
and the Medical Officer, Miss Smith. If you wish for your child to keep medication at school, please collect a 
medication consent form from reception and hand the medication in to Miss Smith in its original packaging. 
 

 

 

 

Lost Property 
 
During last term we had an excessive amount of lost property handed in, which is subsequently put out on display 
three times per week in the school canteen and can be collected after school or before Period 1 on each occasion. 
To enable us to return lost property back to students, please ensure all items are labelled with student names.  
 
Moving forwards, any lost property items that are put out for two consecutive weeks and not collected will either 
be disposed of or sent for recycling as we do not have the space to continuously store these items long term.  
  

Contact/Meeting Requests 
 
Our phone lines are extremely busy for the majority of the school day. If you have a query for a member of 
teaching staff or Head of Year, the easiest and quickest way to obtain a response is to email 
info@derbycathedralschool.org.uk. Please include in your email who you wish to speak to/meet with, along with a 
brief message. Your email will then be forwarded on to the relevant member of staff who will aim to respond to 
your request within 48 hours. 
 
Teaching staff, Head of Years and Pastoral Year Leads will not be available to meet with parents/carers at any time 
during the school day without a prior appointment being arranged. Any requests of this kind will be declined by 
the Reception Team. 
 
If you have an urgent safeguarding issue to report, please contact our Safeguarding Team on 
safeguarding@derbycathedralschool.org.uk. If a child is at immediate risk of harm, please call reception and your 
concern will be raised with the safeguarding team.   
 

mailto:info@derbycathedralschool.org.uk
mailto:safeguarding@derbycathedralschool.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast Club – FREE breakfast for all Students 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Breakfast Club is open Monday to Friday from 8:20 – 8:35 am 
 
During the above times, all students are entitled to purchase breakfast items totally free of charge from the Dining 
Hall. Items available are:  
 

• Toast 
• A variety of cereals (subject to availability) 
• Porridge 

 
To request Gluten free toast or to discuss any other special dietary requirements, students should liaise directly 
with the catering staff who will aim to source the necessary items however, advance notice should be given.  
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT NO DRINKS OR OTHER FOOD ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE DURING BREAKFAST 
CLUB 
 
 
 
 



 

 

ParentPay Credit/Top ups 
 
Thank you for your support with our parent pay system.  The vast majority of families are ensuring there are 
sufficient funds on their child’s accounts to purchase food in school.  We are very grateful for this. 
 
Unfortunately, there are an increasing number of requests from students to call home to have ParentPay accounts 
topped up so meals can be purchased.  This is adding significant pressure to reception staff who have limited 
capacity to deal with the multiple requests. 
 
We would ask that all families ensure students have sufficient funds on their ParentPay account to pay for these 
items. This will allow your child sufficient time to purchase food and consume it without having to queue at 
Student Services and wait for a phone call home beforehand; therefore reducing their break/lunch time 
considerably.  
 
Please also note that students can purchase a ‘main meal deal’ at lunch time only, for the great price of £2.50, 
which is by far the best value for money on our menu. A meal deal includes a Hot or Cold Main Course, Dessert 
and Cuplet drink, whereas a sausage roll alone is currently £1.45.  
 
For those who quality for Free School Meals, the allowance does enable students to purchase items at break time 
if they wish, however this will leave them unable to take advantage of the meal deal option at lunch time. If you 
wish for your child to purchase additional snacks at break time, please add extra credit each day/week to their 
ParentPay account to cover the cost of these items. Alternatively, students are welcome to bring in snacks from 
home to consume at break time.  
 
Full details of our Catering Menus and Price Lists can be found on the Derby 
Cathedral School Website or by scanning the QR code 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Community Pharmacy First Services  
 

 
 



 

 

 

Dates Ahead 
 

School Holidays 2024-25 
 
17th February 2025 – 21st February 2025 – February Half Term 
7th April 2025 – 21st April 2025 – Easter Break (inc Good Friday and Spring Bank Holiday) 
5th May 2025 – Bank Holiday 
26th May 2025 – 30th May 2025 – May Half Term (inc Bank Holiday) 
24th July – Last day of term 
 

INSET Days 2024-2025  – School closed to all students 
 
Monday 30th June 2025 
 

Parents Evenings / Opening Evenings 2024-25 
 
Thursday 27th February 2025 – Y8 Parents Evening – 3:00 – 6:00 pm – early finish for all students at 2:15 pm  
Tuesday 18th March 2025 – Y7 Parents Evening – 3:00 – 6:00 pm – early finish for all students at 2:15 pm 
Thursday 12th June 2025 – Y9 Parents Evening – 3:00 – 6:00 pm – early finish for all students at 2:15 pm 
 
Please Note:  
 
For any students sitting exams on the above dates, they will be required to stay in school until the exam has 
ended.  
 

**NEW** - School Term Dates and INSET days 2025-26 
 
Please click on the link below to view the Term Date calendar and INSET days for 2025-26: 
 
DCS Term Dates 2025-26 with INSET.pdf 
 

INSET Days 2025-26 – School closed to all students 
 
Thursday 4 Sept 2025 
Friday 5 Sept 2025 
Friday 5 Dec 2025 
Monday 2 Feb 2026 
Friday 26 June 2026 
 
 

Other Key Dates 
 

• Wednesday 23rd April 2025 – Year 11 & Year 13 Group Photographs 
 
 
Term and key dates can also be found on our calendar on the school website:  
 
https://derbycathedralschool.org.uk/  
 

https://derbycathedralschool.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/EZIw7hoQ0ihFoGjCiAUAKPwBFTcBLthYPy86d3Dk6QmMfQ?e=cDeKSK
https://derbycathedralschool.org.uk/

