
 

 

 

 

In Matthew Chapter 6, Jesus teaches his followers: 
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth … but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven … for 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
For us at DCS this shows that things like money, and possessions are only temporary and real wealth comes from 
having things like love, friendships and faith – which can last forever. 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
This has been a very short half term with a great deal of activity packed into it. This week, we’ve been so proud of 
our year 10 students who have had a fantastic week on work experience. We’re delighted that we are able to offer 
this opportunity to our students as we know the value that it has for them. It only happens because of the 
numbers of people who support this event. Our Careers Lead, Miss O’Loughlin, along with the year 10 pastoral 
team, work so hard to help secure placements. We also appreciate the support from so many parents/carers with 
this too and, of course, we are incredibly grateful to the employers who offer these placements.  
 
We have a similar week planned for our year 12 students (wc 20 May), as the article below states, if you know of 
any organisations/businesses that would be prepared to take a student on placement, please do let us know. So 
many schools/colleges have had to offer virtual opportunities for work experience since Covid and we are 
determined to have as many students as possible on an actual placement. However, we do need your help to be 
able to do this so please do use the email address stated in the article to get in touch. 
 
This week, two groups of students: year 10 and year 12 also experienced a fantastic two days at Oxford University 
in our twin College: St Edmunds Hall. They got a taste of university life in this prestigious university and beautiful 
city. We will give more details about their experience in a future newsletter but we’re delighted they have this 
aspiration and demonstrated our FAITH values in action. A big thank you to the staff who organised and supported 
these trips. Our students were an absolute credit to themselves and our whole community. 
 
All year 11 parents/carers have had emails with the individual invitations to the Easter intervention/revision 
sessions. As stated before, please do ensure your child attends these sessions as they make a big difference to 
their final grades. They know only have 3 school weeks until the exams begin (8 May) and every bit of revision is 
critical! 
 
Finally, I would like to wish you all a very happy Easter break. This is a really important celebration in the Christian 
calendar that reminds us of the gift of life that Jesus gives. We also wish those participating in Ramadan: Eid 
Mubarak for next week. We hope that whatever your belief, you can have a refreshing break that gives you the 
chance to reflect on what is important in your lives and what ‘treasures’ you are focusing on and storing up (as in 
the verse of the week above).  
 
Many thanks for your support over this past term and we look forward to seeing our students back on Monday 15 
April. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Mrs Brown 
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Staying Mentally Healthy During Exam Time 
As we head towards the main exam time, it’s worth revising how we can support young people at what can be a 
very stressful time.  
 
Young Minds have a series of support pages aimed to help with exam stress and anxiety. Their advice is available 
to help parents and carers and, of course, young people themselves. You can find this helpful advice at the links 
below:  
 

Parents 

Young people 

These links have also been added to our school website under Information – Exams and Performance.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y10 Work Experience 
 
This week our Year 10 students were all off timetable as they ventured into the community on a large variety of 
work experience placements.  
 
We have had some lovely feedback from and about our students, including the feedback below received today for 
Alvaston Infant and Junior School, where 3 of our students worked together on a placement.  
 
“I just wanted to let you know how wonderful Eli, Jasmia and Alex have been and what a joy it’s been to have 
them in school, we’ll miss them all. They are an absolute credit to themselves and have been fabulous 
ambassadors for Derby Cathedral School. They have all demonstrated such maturity and have fully engaged with 
all of our school activities, we’ve loved having them around.”  
 
There was a small number of Year 10 students who, for various reasons, were not able to secure a placement or a 
place fell through at the last minute. These students stayed in school and worked with staff in various 
departments throughout the week on ad hoc work experience tasks including making calls and visits, developing 
lesson activities and much more!  
 
A huge thank you to all the staff who made this possible and supported students, both in school and on their 
placements, and a huge thank you to parents for supporting your children and helping them get to their various 
placements!  
 
As Year 12 Work Experience approaches, we are eager to hear from anyone who may be interested in supporting 
a student in a placement. If you know anyone who would like to have a Year 12 student on work experience, 
please e-mail us at careers@derbycathedralschool.org.uk.  
 
 

https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkcGOnDAQRL_GXCKQ3bZhOPiQKEHKOR8wauwGvAM2sU0m8_fR7rKKFI2UY7_qLpW6cN-vATcyN3zB0de5xERTiqHkek_RHbb4GCpnnNL9yCsyohNCqu7C24o29OvV0ep_UXpcvTPAu76TQoOCU32FQkPbcy3kyTbKGWe6lsdO5h2NKaKzmMu5kijHI1l6ep_p50HhXfxAx_jm9u11-vKP2TNlMYq46JAu4MSFaOJSt6OGC1nLNSpuK2-Ag-ISNG9Bgm7UxC0INbW97KfWTUzx28u4NRknmg9MzofZh2yXGNfc2Ngct2o1Syl7ZvIzg4HBcL_fm0c8wrz54HIT09wcNwbDjolCYTCMa5wZDEu81yXWC617_YhHqu3iV1dvGHCmmn7jVueSKGcGQ_Xx0EzBUbq6uKEP5r_ZklkIy0KpWeI8M8Wdw3JGqhJZv3sK5a0CyVXLe85llX05W1GdFvyioSrmhy_06ftXBvIv_hMAAP__TgzMLg
https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkcGOnDAQRL_GXCKQ3TYwHHxIlCDlnA8YGbsN3gGbuE0m8_fRzrKKFK2UY7_qLpWqzb5fo9lQ38yLmUJNJWX0OcVC9Z6TO2wJKVZOO9UOE69Qi14IqfoL7yrcTFivDtfwC_PjGpwG3g-9FC0oONVXKFroBt4KebINicyM1_LYUb-hKSfjrKFyrmSkdGSLH94T_jwwvonv6Jiebt9epy__mH2kLLqXpnPofe9629tJCDCtwwnFxZvBgaiCBg6KS2h5BxLaRnluQSjfDXLwnfNM8dvLtDVkPM6HyS7EOUSyS0orNTY1x61a9VLKTkx-ZjAyGO_3e_NIR5y3EB01Kc_NcWMwPlm9Y6YUGYw27SHO9T2UpV6DRwYj_jZbTSUjEYOxei-RMDrMV5c2E6L-b56sFzRlwdwsaZ6Z4s6ZcsaoMtqwB4zlWbvkquMD57KiUM5PqL4V_NJCVfSPUPDT968M5F_8JwAA___VysjU
mailto:careers@derbycathedralschool.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Craft Club  
 
Our craft club students made a beautiful selection of Spring wreaths this week using recycled egg boxes.  
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet the Archbishop of Canterbury! 
 
Our Bishops (Bishop Libby & Bishop Malcolm) are delighted to extend an open invitation to our school families to 
meet the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev'd Justin Welby on Saturday 13 April at Crich Monument.  The 
site will be open to the public from 11:45 am. Please feel free to bring a picnic! 
 
For further details, see the Eventbrite link below. We encourage any parents/carers who wish to book, to do so 
directly via the link. 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/844631675077?aff=oddtdtcreator 
 
 

Word of the Week 
 

Our ‘word of the week’ this week is: Empathy 
 
Please do speak to your child/children about this word. Challenge them to use it in a sentence or explain its 
meaning to you. The information below will hopefully help! 
 
Empathy means: The ability to understand other people’s feelings and problems.  
 
Etymology: The study of the origin (beginning) of words:  
 
Early 20th century: from Greek empatheia (from em- ‘in’ + pathos ‘feeling’) translating German Einfuhlung 
 
‘Empathy’ in Spanish – Empatía  
 
Other similar words are: 
Affinity  
Appreciation  
Compassion  
Rapport 
 
Examples of how to use Devote in a sentence are: 
 

• I feel a degree of empathy for the man held hostage, and for his family.  
• I feel empathy with the main character. 
• He has a total lack of empathy for anybody. 
• The critic develops an empathy with the artist. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/844631675077?aff=oddtdtcreator


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Performing Arts Workshops 
Freedom Foundation is a local workshop run by the Becket Family Hub that works to improve the mental well-
being and resilience of young people using Performing Arts.  
 
They run a series of free workshops every Thursday at the Becket Family Hub and have invited Derby Cathedral 
School students to attend. These workshops are beneficial for any student who is interested in the performing 
arts, looking for more experience in the arts industry, struggling with mental wellbeing, looking for new 
opportunities, interested in music/song writing and wanting to have fun! They are limited to only 20 places from 
Derby Cathedral School so do get in touch with them if it is something your child may be interested in!  
 

       
 



 

 

Saturday Workshops 
 
We have been informed of a new Free Saturday workshop available for students ages 13 – 16. Please see poster 
below and attached, as well as the website at https://saturday-club.org/subject/society-change/ 
 
“From climate change and conflict to new technologies and taking action, at the Society & Change Saturday Club 
you will explore the forces that are shaping the world today and discover how young people have a voice to 
influence the future. Club members will find out about different cultures and life in other countries, including 
what it is like to be a young person in other parts of the world, and will also be introduced to a range of jobs and 
careers from foreign policy and diplomacy to journalistic reporting and international charity work.”  
 

 
 

https://saturday-club.org/subject/society-change/


 

 

 

 

EFD Easter Sports Club at DCS  
 
We are really excited to present a new opportunity taking place at Derby Cathedral School over the Easter 
holiday!  
 
EDF are a Sport and Education Company co-founded by current Premier League Footballer for Sheffield United 
Ben Osborn and Ex Nottingham Forest Player Jack Andrews. The company will be running Easter Holiday Camps at 
DCS from Monday 8th April – Thursday 11th April.  
 
The spaces are funded and are FREE for children receiving Free School Meals, and only £20 per day for all other 
students. Please see poster below and attached.  
 

 
 



Cycle Derby Easter Holiday Activities  
 
Only three weeks until the Easter Holidays and Cycle Derby have many activities for children wanting to have fun 
on two wheels! Please see information on images below and attached as well.  
 

      
 

      
 

Family Hub Programme: Jan – Mar 2024 



Just a reminder that all information about the family hubs in Derby can be found here: 
https://www.derby.gov.uk/community-and-living/family-hub-childcare/family-hub/about-family-hub/family-hub-
parents/#page-4 
The ‘What’s On’ Guide can be found here: 
https://www.derby.gov.uk/media/derbycitycouncil/contentassets/documents/communityandliving/familyhubpar
ents/family-hub-whats-on-jan-to-mar-2024.pdf 
The activities and support for 5 – 19 year olds starts on page 14.  
Have a look through as there are some wonderful activities and places to go for all kinds of support all year round! 
Here are some examples of the free activities on offer: 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.derby.gov.uk/community-and-living/family-hub-childcare/family-hub/about-family-hub/family-hub-parents/#page-4
https://www.derby.gov.uk/community-and-living/family-hub-childcare/family-hub/about-family-hub/family-hub-parents/#page-4
https://www.derby.gov.uk/media/derbycitycouncil/contentassets/documents/communityandliving/familyhubparents/family-hub-whats-on-jan-to-mar-2024.pdf
https://www.derby.gov.uk/media/derbycitycouncil/contentassets/documents/communityandliving/familyhubparents/family-hub-whats-on-jan-to-mar-2024.pdf


 

 

Dates Ahead 
Term Dates 
Thursday 28 March: Break up for Easter holiday 
Monday 15 April: Return to school 
Friday 24 May:  Break up for Summer half term 
Monday 3 June : Return to school 
Tuesday 23 July: Break up for Summer holiday (early finish for all students, exact time tbc) 
 

INSET Days – School closed to all students 

Friday 28th June  
 
Parents Evenings 
Tuesday 30 April: Year 7 Parents’ evening (school ends at 2.15pm for all students) 
Tuesday 25 June: Year 8 Parents’ evening (school ends at 2.15pm for all students) 
 
Other Key Dates 
Wednesday 8 May: GCSE written exams start 
 
Term and key dates can also be found on our calendar and terms dates sections on the school website.  


