
 

 

 

 

In Proverbs 3: 21-22 it says: 
“… do not let wisdom and understanding out of your sight, preserve sound judgment and discretion; they will be 
life for you.” 
For us at DCS, this shows the value of improving our understanding of the world. It also demonstrates how 
understanding is closely connected to wisdom and making good decisions. 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We have now moved into October and this half term feels well under way. 
Last week I talked about the enrichment experiences we offer and it’s been great to see more of this with the 
recent year 12 theatre visit.  
 
During the first month of school, we have had a focus on uniform standards. It has been great to see a big 
improvement in how well students have been meeting these expectations. We will soon start to issue a pass for 
any students who have a uniform issue beyond their control (e.g. are waiting for a blazer on order). These will be 
time limited and will help to reduce the number of times they are asked about the issue during the day. 
 
Our focus now has turned to equipment. It is really important that all students have the necessary equipment they 
need to learn each day. The full equipment list is on our website but as a reminder, all students must have the 
following with them every day: 

• Pencil case 
o Black pens 
o Purple pen 
o Pencils 
o Rubber 
o Ruler 
o Pencil sharpener 
o Whiteboard pen 

• Reading book 

• Calculator 
 
All of these are essential items that are needed for their lessons. Tutors will be making checks and logging any 
missing equipment on Classcharts.  If students do not have these, their tutor may replace some but these will be 
purchased from the reward store and ‘cost’ them some of their positive points. We are strongly encouraging all 
students to take responsibility for their own organisation and being ready to learn.  
All students read every day during our ‘DEAR’ (Drop Everything And Read) sessions. Improving reading is a critical 
skill, and again, our students benefit enormously from these activities. Books can easily be borrowed from our 
library which is open every break and lunchtime. 
 
A calculator is not just needed for maths lessons but for many others such as science, geography, DT and business. 
These are not routinely lent to students in lessons as they are expected to have and look after their own 
calculator. They are available to buy on Parent Pay; if you need financial support with this then please do let us 
know. 
 
Just as you have done so with uniform, we would really appreciate your support with ensuring your child/children 
have all of the items listed above. It really does make a big difference to their lessons and their learning.  
With many thanks for your support, I wish you all a great week. 
Mrs Brown 
Headteacher 
 

This Week at Derby Cathedral School 
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Year 12 Derby Theatre Visit 
If we asked you to describe Frankenstein, what would say? Most people today confuse the scientist with his 
creation as the story has been retold in so many different ways. Year 12 English students visited Derby Theatre 
last month to watch a modern recasting of Frankenstein in which the scientist Victor Frankenstein was recast as 
Victoria and set in the pre-war era of 1930.  
 
The production clearly explored the strength and capability of women, a topic the author Mary Shelley was very 
committed to, by not only recasting Victor Frankenstein as a woman, but also Captain Walton the explorer and 
the scientists who support Frankenstein’s studies. The play dealt with issues such as discrimination, loss of 
identity, misuse of power and a failure to prioritise family and relationships.  
 
The students loved the performance and said that it had been scarier than they thought it would be. “The jump 
scares were really good, I wasn’t expecting the gunshot,” said Hiba Nibouch and Hiba Toubai. They enjoyed the 
female actors and thought the stage setting was crafted beautifully. “I was really surprised by the impact of the ice 
machine in adding to the eerie atmosphere. The setting was actually amazing; there were so many tiny details in 
the scientists’ lab that made it interesting including the glowing objects in the flasks and the liquid that bubbled 
and pulsed,” said Alicia Gashi. “I also really admire the character Francine who demonstrated such important 
values about discrimination.” Erica about  Johnson Ahiaga added, “The character’s monologues on the value of life 
were really powerful. The whole experience was fantastic.” 
 
The students are studying the original text written in 1818 and this provided them with a modern version that 
highlighted how relevant the topics Shelley explored still are today. 
 
A big thank you to Miss Noble for organising this experience for our students. 
 
If you fancy a trip to the theatre, Derby Theatre is a great place to start. Have a look at   
https://derbytheatre.co.uk  to see what is on.  
 

Open Evenings 
We were extremely proud to host prospective parents and students for our Year 6 Open Evening this week on 
Wednesday, and we are looking forward to our Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday 12th October.  
 
This evening is a great opportunity for any Year 11 students from any school to come and have a look at our 
facilities, speak to staff about opportunities available to students at our Sixth Form and find out about next steps.  
 

 

https://derbytheatre.co.uk/


Wizard of Oz Auditions 
 
The 20th and 27th September marked the beginning of the journey to the Emerald City, with auditions for our first 
whole school production: The Wizard of Oz. 
 
Posters had been up around the school advertising this, and there seemed to be a real buzz about it… but you 
never know who is actually going to turn up. But we needn’t have worried – as the main hall was filled with 
students from different year groups all wanting to be involved. 
 
After warming up and being spoken to about the different characters and opportunities, students were given 
sections from the script that they worked on bringing to life. The second date of auditions allowed for more of 
this, but also the opportunity for those interested in the solo singing roles, to be able to test their vocals to the 
score. 
 
There has also been a huge interest in students wanting to help backstage. Let’s remember that the acting is just 
one part of a production, and there is so much more that goes on behind the scenes (think of the end credits of a 
film!) This is already giving it even more of a whole school community feel – along with various staff members 
who would also like to help in putting DCS’s first big whole school production together. We are very grateful for all 
of this support! 
 
The hard bit now is the casting – there are so many talented students at our school; it is going to be tough to make 
the final decisions.  Students will find out on Wednesday 11th October what their role will be – and the good news 
about this show, is that the ensemble nature means that everyone who wants to be involved can (did someone 
say munchkin?!) So there’s only one thing for us all to do together, and that is to…. follow the yellow brick road! 
 

    

    



 

 

 

 

 

 

Morley’s Uniform Shop 
Just a reminder that Morley’s uniform shop has moved to its winter opening hours (see below). 
You can still buy uniform online via this link which is also available on our website page:  
https://www.schoolwearsolutions.com/ 
 
You can see full uniform guidance on our website:  https://derbycathedralschool.org.uk/information/uniform-
equipment 
 
 
 
 

https://www.schoolwearsolutions.com/
https://derbycathedralschool.org.uk/information/uniform-equipment
https://derbycathedralschool.org.uk/information/uniform-equipment


What Parents and Carers Need to Know About ‘Among Us’ 
Among Us: fairly safe, or pretty sus?  
This scenario of spaceship crew members cooperating to complete tasks and uncover murderous alien imposters has 
garnered a sizeable and committed following with younger gamers.  
Though Among Us is presented in a (mainly) sanitised visual style, any children’s game which essentially foregrounds 
the concepts of deceit, betrayal and killing is always likely to cause some concerns.  
 

 



 

 

Dates Ahead 
 
Key Dates in the Autumn Term 
 
12 October: Year 12 Open Evening 
Wc 23 October: Year 9 Holocaust survivor visit 
24 October: Year 7 Meet The Tutor Evening 
 
 
9 November: Year 11 Parents’ Evening (early finish of 2.10pm for all students) 
28 November: Year 12 Parents’ Evening (early finish of 2.10pm for all students) 
 
1 December: INSET day. School closed for all students 
 
Term Dates 
 
Friday 27 October: break up for Autumn half term 
Monday 6 November: return to school 
Friday 22 December:  break up for Christmas holiday (early finish for all students, exact time tbc) 
 
Monday 8 January: return to school 
Friday 16 February:  break up for Spring half term 
Monday 26 February: return to school 
Thursday 28 March: Break up for Easter holiday 
 
Monday 15 April: return to school 
Friday 24 May:  break up for Summer half term 
Monday 3 June : return to school 
Tuesday 23 July: break up for Summer holiday (early finish for all students, exact time tbc) 
 

INSET Days – school closed to all students 

Friday 1st December  

Monday 5th February  

Friday 28th June  
 
 
Term and key dates can also be found on our calendar and terms dates sections on the school website.  
 


