
AQA FULL COURSE GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES (8062) 
 Half term 1  

Learning Overview 
Half term 2 

Learning Overview 
Half term 3  

Learning Overview 
Half term 4  

Learning Overview 
Half term 5  

Learning Overview 
Half term 6  

Learning Overview 

 
Year 10 

 
 

AQA Religious Studies 
A Paper 1: The study of 
Christianity. 
Key beliefs & teachings 
including the nature of 
God, Jesus, Sin and 
Salvation 
 

AQA Religious Studies 
A  Paper 1: The study of 
Christianity  
Key practices including 
public & private 
worship, prayer, Bible 
study, the sacraments 
and Pilgrimage.  

AQA Religious Studies 
A  Paper 1: The study of 
Christianity 
The role of the Church 
in the local and 
worldwide community 
including charities, food 
banks and reconciliation  

AQA Religious Studies 
A  Paper 1: The study of 
Judaism 
Key beliefs and 
teachings including the 
nature of God, the 
covenant with Moses 
and the Mitzvot. 

AQA Religious Studies 
A  Paper 1: The study of 
Judaism 
Key practices including 
public & private 
worship, the 
Synagogue, prayer, 
Shabbat and Torah 

AQA Religious Studies 
A Paper 1: The study of 
Judaism 
Family life and festivals 
including rituals, rites of 
passage, dietary laws 
and the importance of 
key celebrations. 

 
Year 11 

 
 

AQA Religious Studies 
A  - Paper 2: Thematic 
Studies 
Religious teachings, and 
religious, philosophical 
and ethical arguments, 
relating to 
Relationships & 
Families and their 
impact and influence in 
the modern world.  
1. Sex, marriage & 

divorce 
2. Families & gender 

equality 

AQA Religious Studies 
A  - Paper 2: Thematic 
Studies 
Religious teachings, and 
religious, philosophical 
and ethical arguments, 
relating to Religion & 
Life and their impact 
and influence in the 
modern world.  
1. The origins & value 

of the universe 
2. The origins & value 

of human life 

AQA Religious Studies 
A  - Paper 2: Thematic 
Studies 
Religious teachings, and 
religious, philosophical 
and ethical arguments, 
relating to The 
existence of God & 
Revelation and their 
impact and influence in 
the modern world.  
1. Philosophical 

arguments for & 
against the 
existence of God 

2. The nature of the 
divine & revelation. 

AQA Religious Studies 
A  - Paper 2: Thematic 
Studies 
Religious teachings, and 
religious, philosophical 
and ethical arguments, 
relating to Religion, 
Crime & Punishment 
and their impact and 
influence in the modern 
world.  
1. Religion, violence, 

terrorism & war 
2. Religion & belief in 

21st century conflict. 
 

AQA Religious Studies 
A  - Papers 1 & 2 
Revision lessons for 
Paper 1 & Paper 2 
Content and Exam 
techniques. 

AQA Religious Studies 
A - Papers 1 & 2  
Exams 

 

 

 



AQA SHORT COURSE GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES (8O61) – YEAR 10 
 Half term 1  

Learning Overview 
Half term 2 

Learning Overview 
Half term 3  

Learning Overview 
Half term 4  

Learning Overview 
Half term 5  

Learning Overview 
Half term 6  

Learning Overview 

 
Year 10 

 
 

The study of 
Christianity. 
Key beliefs & teachings 
The nature of God: 
God as omnipotent, 
loving and just, and the 
problem of evil and 
suffering 
The oneness of God and 
the Trinity: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 

The study of 
Christianity  
Key beliefs & teachings 
Different Christian 
beliefs about creation 
including the role of 
Word and Spirit (John 
1:1-3 and Genesis 1:1-
3). 
Different Christian 
beliefs about the 
afterlife and their 
importance, including: 
resurrection and life 
after death; judgement, 
heaven and hell. 

The study of 
Christianity 
Key beliefs & teachings 
The incarnation and 
Jesus as the Son of God 
the crucifixion, 
resurrection and 
ascension 
Sin, including original 
sin 
the means of salvation, 
including law, grace and 
Spirit 
The role of Christ in 
salvation including the 
idea of atonement. 

The study of Judaism 
Key beliefs & teachings 
The nature of God: 
God as one 
God as Creator 
God as Law-Giver and 
Judge, loving and 
merciful. 
The divine presence 
(Shekhinah). 
Beliefs about life after 
death, including 
judgement and 
resurrection. 
The nature and role of 
the Messiah, including 
different views on the 
role and importance of 
the Messiah. 

The study of Judaism 
Key beliefs & teachings 
The promised land and 
the Covenant with 
Abraham, Genesis 12:1-
3. 
The Covenant at Sinai 
and its importance 
including the role of 
Moses and the Ten 
Commandments, 
Exodus 20:1-17. 
Key moral principles 
including justice, 
healing the world, 
charity and kindness to 
others. 
 

The study of Judaism 
Key beliefs & teachings 
The importance of the 
sanctity of human life, 
including the concept of 
‘saving a life’ (Pikuach 
Nefesh). 
The relationship 
between free will and 
the 613 mitzvot. 
Mitzvot between man 
and God and mitzvot 
between man and man, 
including the difference 
between them and their 
importance. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AQA SHORT COURSE GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES (8O61) – Y11 
 Half term 1  

Learning Overview 
Half term 2 

Learning Overview 
Half term 3  

Learning Overview 
Half term 4  

Learning Overview 
Half term 5  

Learning Overview 
Half term 6  

Learning Overview 

 
Year 11 

 
 

Relationships & 
Families: Sex, marriage 
and divorce. 
Human sexuality 
including: heterosexual 
and homosexual 
relationships. 
Sexual relationships 
before and outside of 
marriage. 
Contraception and 
family planning. 
The nature and purpose 
of marriage. 
Same-sex marriage and 
cohabitation. 
Divorce, including 
reasons for divorce, and 
remarrying. 
Ethical arguments 
related to divorce, 
including those based 
on the sanctity of 
marriage vows and 
compassion. 

Relationships & 
Families: Families & 
Gender Equality. 
The nature of families, 
including: 
the role of parents and 
children 
Extended families and 
the nuclear family. 
The purpose of families, 
including: 
procreation 
stability and the 
protection of children 
Educating children in a 
faith. 
Contemporary family 
issues including: 
same-sex parents 
Polygamy. 
The roles of men and 
women. 
Gender equality. 
Gender prejudice and 
discrimination, including 
examples. 

Religion, Peace & 
Conflict: violence, 
terrorism & war. 
The meaning and 
significance of: 
peace 
justice 
forgiveness 
Reconciliation. 
Violence, including 
violent protest. 
Terrorism. 
Reasons for war, 
including greed, self-
defence and retaliation. 
The just war theory, 
including the criteria for 
a just war. 
Holy war. 
Pacifism. 
 

Religion, Peace & 
Conflict: Religion & 
Belief in 21st century 
conflict. 
Religion and belief as a 
cause of war and 
violence in the 
contemporary world. 
Nuclear weapons, 
including nuclear 
deterrence. 
The use of weapons of 
mass destruction. 
Religion and peace-
making in the 
contemporary world 
including the work of 
individuals influenced 
by religious teaching. 
Religious responses to 
the victims of war 
including the work of 
one present day 
religious organisation. 
 

AQA Religious Studies 
Short Course 
Revision lessons for Y10 
& Y11 content. 
Exam techniques. 

AQA Religious Studies 
short course  
Exam 
1 x paper 
1 hour 45 mins 

 

 


