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	Letter from the Rector

	As I write this letter it is a grey and damp November day. Christmas is coming, but the joy of celebrating the birth of Jesus seems a little distant! Yet even today there is joy to be found. 
When Jesus came into the world, he came to make a difference, saying,
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.
I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life.” (John 14:6)
Those words are at the heart of the Christmas story, though they are more often heard at the bedside of the sick and during funerals: like the stable, places of vulnerability, love, and longing.  They are also words for the ordinary days, the grey, damp days, when we are simply trying to put one foot in front of the other.  So in the mad dash of Christmas preparations, it is good to pause and reflect on the true significance of Christmas. Truth is not just about Church doctrine or creeds, although those are important.  Truth is  about the quality of our relationship with God, with each other and our world.  Truth needs to be lived out, not just spoken about. 
Life is so often about the breath between the words, the laughter between the responsibilities, the pause between the tasks, or even just the warmth of a shared cuppa.  It’s not all about the action: these still moments are equally part of what Jesus meant when he said: “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10).  When Christ came into the world, the abundance he brought with him was not abundance of tasks, but of joy; not abundance of pressure, but of peace; not abundance that shouts, but abundance that gently restores.
So, this Christmas, let us welcome Christ as The Way, walking together with him as family and community. Let us welcome  him as The Truth, assured that in him we are known, heard and cared about.  Let us welcome him as The Life: receiving joy as gift. And as we receive freely and in peace, let us be motivated to share all of that with those around us, here in our community and the wider world.
May the peace of Christ dwell in you this Christmas time and be your inspiration in the coming year; Susan
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Advent Quiet Holy Communion Services exploring the Lord’s Prayer …          
Tuesday 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd December  7pm St Thomas’ Lydiate 
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Every Tuesday 8.45am to 11.30am (approx.) St Cuthbert’s Church, choir vestry
Come and chat, have a brew, ponder life and, if you want to, bring your own craft to make. 
Meet old friends and make some new ones; take the opportunity to have a moment in church.                            
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Tuesdays during term time, St Thomas’ Parent and Toddlers, 10.30am -12 midday. 
St Thomas’ Millennium Centre - finishes for Christmas 2nd December  restarts 13th January 2026
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Every Wednesday 12.30 – 2.30pm (approximately), St Thomas’ warm welcome
A simple lunch in the Millennium Centre, followed by time to chat or simply be. All welcome.
Finishes on Wednesday 17th December and restarts January 7th 2026
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Please pick up a leaflet about Advent and Christmas Services and give them to friends and family. 
There is something for everyone.

Regular services every Sunday:
St Cuthbert’s
9.30am.  Holy Communion 
(1st & 3rd Sundays, Book of Common Prayer)

In term time, alongside the main service: 
1st Sunday, Church Without Walls 
3rd Sunday, Messy Church



St. Thomas’s
8.00am.  Said Holy Communion 
(Book of Common Prayer)

11.00am Parish Eucharist with hymns
In term time:
2nd Sun, Parade Service with Scouts & Guides
4th Sunday, All-age service














Regular midweek services:
Wednesdays	11am		St Thomas’s, Said Holy Communion (not 24th / 31st December)
Thursdays	9.15 am	St Cuthbert’s, Said Morning Prayer (not 25th Dec or 1st January 2026
		1.30 pm	St Cuthbert’s, Said Holy Communion with prayers for healing 
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Special services and events this month:
Sunday 7th December ‘Light in the Darkness’ Carol Service
4.00pm	St Thomas’s 	
Thursday 11th December Ecumenical Carol Service with the children of local primary schools
6.30pm	St Gregory’s Roman Catholic Church
Sunday 14th December Nine Lessons and Carols with choir
4.00pm 		St Thomas’s
Sunday 21st December Carols and mulled wine with Marshside Brass Band
4.00pm 		St Cuthbert’s
Wednesday 24th December Christmas Eve
4.00pm		Christingle Service St Cuthbert’s
11.00pm 		Midnight Eucharist at St Thomas’s
11.30pm 		Midnight Eucharist at St Cuthbert’s
Thursday 25th December Christmas Day
9.00am 		All Age Communion St Cuthbert’s 
10.30am 		All Age Communion St Thomas’s
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‘Light up Christmas’ at St Cuthbert’s.  Free admission but donations welcome.
Every Saturday in December from 1-4pm with simple refreshments.
Come and see the story of Christmas told in light boxes
Follow the star and find the crib figures as you go.
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Christmas Tree Festival at St Thomas’s.  Free Admission but donations welcome.
Saturday 13th and 20th December 10am to 4pm with trails and refreshments.
Come and enjoy the story of hope, joy and community each tree represents as part of preparing for Christmas.
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‘Radical Welcome’ Course
January 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th January 7pm to 8.30pm, St Cuthbert’s Choir Vestry 
With Warren Bohan – Lay Minister at St Bride’s Liverpool
Monthly newsletter for St Thomas’ Lydiate and Downholland and St Cuthbert's Halsall
Parish Administrator David Coffey.  Office hours usually  Monday and Tuesday mornings. 0151-526-2292 admin@st-thomas-lydiate.co.uk
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