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 February 2026
	Letter from the Rector

	When I first saw Neil, who ultimately became my husband, I saw a well-dressed, slightly awkward hospital chaplain, chatting up the nurses on the care of the elderly ward where I was working as a junior doctor.  Later, after we had been brought together by a mutual friend who thought we would be good for each other, Neil told me that he had seen me as a busy doctor in a white coat who could not possibly have time for a guy like him.

We all make assumptions about people and situations based on what we see and what we think we know.  Most of the time those assumptions serve us reasonably well, but there are times when they do not.  That is particularly true when we are thinking about what makes us who we really are underneath the roles we inhabit and the labels applied to us. 

As human beings we can find it hard to see beyond those labels and our perceptions to see the person and hear their story.  Jesus, on the other hand, looked beyond the cultural norms and expectations of the world he was born into and saw the essence of everyone he encountered, meeting them where they were.  The woman who was constantly bleeding was called out of the shadows and valued for her tenacity even as Jesus was on his way to the house of a synagogue leader.  The Samaritan woman at the well was recognised for her knowledge of faith as well as challenged about her choices. He had the measure of the individuals he chose to be in his inner circle, encouraging each one to step out in faith as they were able. Jesus always sees into the heart of an individual and treats them with respect, even if they choose to reject what he offers.

As a benefice we have been reflecting on how we look beyond labels and assumptions and offer a hospitality of welcome.  We recognise we have not always got it right and that we are on a journey, trying always to do better. How would you feel about inviting a friend to a service or event in church? If you are hesitant, why is that? What can we all do to make sure our churches are genuinely places of welcome and invitation?
With every blessing Susan
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Every Tuesday 8.45am to 11.30am (approx.) St Cuthbert’s Church, choir vestry
Come and chat, have a brew, ponder life and, if you want to, bring your own craft to make. 
Meet old friends and make some new ones; take the opportunity to have a moment in church. 
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Tuesdays during term time, St Thomas’s Parent and Toddlers, 10.30am -12 midday. 
You are sure of a warm welcome
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‘Thoughtful Tuesday’ evenings 7.30-8.30pm Millenium Centre
10th February Prayer meeting for our world and the mission and ministry of the Benefice
17th February talk by Will Daunt on the poet Gerard Manley Hopkins and his links to Lydiate
With refreshments and raffle.  This event will run until 9pm.  Please come along and bring a friend.
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Every Wednesday 12.30 – 2.30pm (approximately), In the Millenium Centre 
St Thomas’ warm welcome.
A simple lunch followed by time to chat, laugh or simply be. All welcome.

Regular services every Sunday:
St Cuthbert’s
9.30am.  Holy Communion 
(1st & 3rd Sundays, Book of Common Prayer)

In term time, alongside the main service: 
1st Sunday, Church Without Walls 
3rd Sunday, Messy Church



St. Thomas’s
8.00am.  Said Holy Communion 
(Book of Common Prayer)

11.00am Parish Eucharist with hymns
In term time:
2nd Sun, Family Service with Guides
4th Sunday, All-age service














Regular midweek services:
Wednesdays	11am		St Thomas’s, Said Holy Communion
Thursdays	9.15 am	St Cuthbert’s, Said Morning Prayer  
		1.30 pm	St Cuthbert’s, Said Holy Communion with prayers for healing



	

	

	
Looking Further ahead
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Lent starts on Wednesday 18th February with the solemnity of the imposition of ash 
11am Said Holy Communion and imposition of ash, St Thomas’s
7.00pm Said Holy Communion and imposition of ash, St Cuthbert’s

You are encouraged to come to our weekly Lent Course as part of your Lenten discipline,
 and in doing so feel fully prepared to celebrate Easter
Every Tuesday during Lent 7.30-9.00pm in the Millenium Centre, with refreshments
24th February: What is inclusion and what does the parable of the Prodigal son tell us about it?
3rd March: What does inclusion look like as a member of the Tsedeqah Community?
10th March: What does inclusion look like from a primary school perspective?
17th March: What does inclusion look like when we read 1 Corinthians 12?
24th March: What does inclusion look like when working with refugees?

















[image: children at church school clipart 20 free Cliparts | Download images on ...]
Members of the congregation are welcome to join whole-school Eucharists at St Cuthbert’s and St Thomas’s
St Cuthbert’s School Tuesday 3rd February at 9.00am to celebrate Candlemas
St Cuthbert’s Church with Key Stage 2, Thursday 12th February from 1pm for Ash Wednesday
St Thomas’ School Wednesday 4th February at 9.00am to celebrate Candlemas
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Eco Church – thought
Why not pick up a leaflet to pause and ponder and pray as part of your Lent discipline?
“The world will not be destroyed by those who do evil, but by those who watch them without doing anything.”
 Albert Einstein
Monthly newsletter for St Thomas’ Lydiate and Downholland and St Cuthbert's Halsall
Parish Administrator David Coffey.  Office hours usually  Wednesday and Thursday mornings. 
Tel: 0151-526-2292 	email: admin@st-thomas-lydiate.co.uk
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Letter  f rom the Rector  
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