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Mission Statement
"Let Our Light Shine" (Matthew 5:16)

At Downholland Haskayne CE Primary School we seek to create a safe, nurturing and respectful environment where every member of our school community can flourish. This policy supports our values of Kind HEARTS – Bright Futures by promoting responsible use of technology whilst protecting children, staff and visitors.

1. Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that mobile phones and personal electronic devices are used safely and appropriately by pupils, staff, parents and visitors.

The policy aims to:
• Safeguard all children.
• Promote positive behaviour.
• Minimise distractions to learning.
• Protect staff and pupils from misuse of technology.
• Support online safety.
• Comply with safeguarding and data protection legislation.
2. Scope
This policy applies to pupils, staff, governors, volunteers, visitors, contractors and parents/carers. Personal electronic devices include mobile phones, smartphones, tablets, smart watches capable of communication or recording, and any device capable of taking photographs, video or audio recordings.
3. General Principles
Technology has an important place in modern life; however, during the school day the priority is children's safety, learning, wellbeing and positive relationships. Pupils are discouraged from bringing mobile phones or smart devices unless there is an exceptional reason.
4. Pupils Bringing Mobile Phones to School
Children should only bring a mobile phone where it is essential (for example, where they walk home independently).

Phones must:
• Be switched off before entering school.
• Be handed to the school office immediately upon arrival.
• Be securely stored during the day.
• Be collected from the office at home time.

Phones must never remain in children's bags or pockets during the school day.
5. Smart Watches
Smart watches capable of calls, messaging, internet access, photography or recording are not permitted. Analogue watches and basic digital watches that only tell the time are allowed.
6. Use of Personal Electronic Devices
Pupils must not use mobile phones during the school day, photograph or film others, record conversations, access the internet through personal devices, use social media on school premises or wear headphones/earbuds. Parents should contact the school office if they need to pass an urgent message to their child.
7. School Trips
Unless specifically authorised by the Headteacher, pupils should not take mobile phones on educational visits. Where permission is granted, phones must remain switched off unless staff advise otherwise.
8. Staff
Staff are expected to model responsible use of technology. Personal phones should only be used during breaks or emergencies and must never be used to photograph pupils. School devices should be used for educational and professional purposes.
9. Parents and Visitors
Parents and visitors should avoid using phones inside the school building where possible and must not photograph children other than their own. Images containing other children should not be shared on social media without permission.
10. Online Safety
Incidents involving cyberbullying, inappropriate messaging, sharing of images or misuse of social media involving members of the school community will be investigated and may involve parents, the Local Authority or the Police where appropriate.
11. Loss or Damage
The school accepts no responsibility for the loss, theft or damage of personal electronic devices brought onto school premises.
12. Breaches of this Policy
First incident: device confiscated and returned to a parent/carer. Repeated incidents: meeting with parents and sanctions in line with the Behaviour Policy. Serious misuse (e.g. photographing others, recording, cyberbullying or sharing images) will be treated as a safeguarding matter.
13. Monitoring and Review
The Governing Board will review this policy every two years or sooner if safeguarding guidance or legislation changes.
Parent Agreement
Parents acknowledge that any phone brought to school must be switched off, handed into the school office, not used on school premises and may be confiscated if this policy is not followed.
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