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 October 2026
	Letter from the Rector

	The Rector writes: 
Harvest reminds us of something that is easy to forget: that none of us is entirely self-sufficient. The food on our tables, the beauty of the countryside, the changing seasons and the simple gift of another day are all blessings we receive rather than things we have made for ourselves.

To give thanks at Harvest is therefore more than saying “thank you” to all involved in producing our food.  It is to recognise that our lives are woven into the life of the whole creation. Farmers, fishermen, families, animals, soil, rain and sunshine are all part of a gift that is ultimately beyond our control. We receive, we depend, and we are called to share in times of plenty and in times of scarcity.  To support each other and think carefully about the impact of our decisions on others and our planet.

The Christian tradition speaks of grace as God's gift freely given. Harvest is a wonderful opportunity to notice that grace in ordinary things: in bread broken and shared, in the work of human hands, in the generosity of neighbours and in the astonishing abundance of the world God has entrusted to us. 

But thanksgiving also asks something of us. If we have received abundantly, how can we ensure that others are not left without? Gratitude becomes meaningful when it opens our hands and makes us attentive to those who are hungry, lonely or struggling.

As we celebrate Harvest this year, may we pause to give thanks for God's many blessings—not simply so that we may enjoy what we have received, but so that our gratitude may become generosity, compassion and care for God's creation.  Every blessing, Susan
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Knit and Natter every Tuesday 10am to 11.30am (approx) in the choir vestry, St Cuthbert’s.
Come and chat, have a brew, ponder life. Meet old friends and make some new ones
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We continue to offer Coffee and Chat in  choir vestry at St Cuthbert’s
Tuesday morning from 8.45am for those dropping off children at St Cuthbert’s School 
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St Thomas’s Parent and Toddlers, every Tuesday 10.30am to 12midday
Millennium Centre, St Thomas’. £4 a family.  Come and meet old friends and make some new ones.
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Every Wednesday 12.30 – 2.30pm (approx), in the Millennium Centre 
St Thomas’s Warm Welcome.  
A simple lunch followed by time to chat, laugh or simply be. All welcome.
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Harvest Weekend 10th and 11th October
Come and visit: both churches will be open and decorated for harvest.

St Cuthbert’s celebrates Harvest through the ages with events in school and church.  Open 11am to 4pm.
Programmes £1 with chance to enter a draw for a hamper of local produce.
St Thomas’s celebrates harvest with open church 10am to 4pm on Saturday and 1pm to 4pm on Sunday

Harvest Supper Saturday 10th October 7pm for 7.30pm start. St Cuthbert’s School with quiz and entertainment.  Tickets £15 including a hot pot supper and pudding. Bring your own drinks.  Last date to buy tickets Sunday 6th October.

Joint Harvest Songs of Praise St Cuthbert’s Church, Sunday 11th October at 4pm with augmented choirs 
from St Thomas’s, All Saints’ Rainford and Holy Trinity Bickerstaffe 
St Cuthbert’s
9.30am.  Holy Communion 
(1st & 3rd Sundays, Book of Common Prayer)

In term time, alongside the main service in the choir vestry and outside: 

1st Sunday - 4th October, Church Without Walls 
3rd Sunday - 18th October, Messy Church

St. Thomas’s
8.00am.  Said Holy Communion 
(Book of Common Prayer)

11.00am Parish Eucharist with hymns

2nd Sunday, 11th October Harvest Church Parade  
3rd Sunday, 18th October Bubble Church from 10.45am
4th  Sunday, 25th October All age Service 







                      






Regular midweek services:
Wednesdays	11.00am	St Thomas’s, said Holy Communion

Thursdays	9.15 am	St Cuthbert’s, said Morning Prayer
1.30 pm	St Cuthbert’s, said Holy Communion with prayers for healing 
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Thoughtful Tuesdays 7.30pm in the Millennium Centre 
13th October  – Prayer meeting   
20th October – St Thomas’ new school values with Mrs Alty headteacher
27th October - Christian Chatter exploring the book of James

	

	

	


Looking further ahead
All Souls: Sunday 1st November at 4pm at St Cuthbert’s and 7pm at St Thomas’ 
A quiet service of reflection for those who have died, with reading of names and an opportunity to light a candle
Please write names to be included on the sheets at the back of each church.  
Sunday 8th November – Remembrance Sunday
Civic service 10.30am at St Cuthbert’s.  Church parade with civic dignitaries at 10.45am at St Thomas’
Wednesday 11th November at 10.45am – short service at Our Lady’s Catholic Church with local schools
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Eco Church and closer to nature
Why not take a moment to think how you might encourage nature into your garden or into the places you visit.  Take a moment to pause and explore both our churchyards.  You might be surprise by what you find.


Leaving St Cuthbert’s Church building open for the community
With the completion of the path, we are going to leave St Cuthbert’s open for a trial six months 
from 9am to 3pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays as a ‘Pilgrim Place.’ 
There will be self-guided tours available as well as prayer leaflets for those who are interested. 

Leaving St Thomas’ church building open
St Thomas’ church is open every day from around 9am.  There are prayer leaflets and a booklet about the history of the church to use as you wander, pause, ponder and pray.
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If you are able to park in the St Cuthbert’s School car park on Sundays and walk from school to Church, please do so. This leaves the road for those who need to be closer to church. Thank you.

At St Thomas’ Church please park responsibly and please use the church car park if you can.  
Please do not double park on Church Lane as it stops farm vehicles getting through.
Monthly newsletter for St Thomas’ Lydiate and Downholland and St Cuthbert's Halsall
Parish Administrator David Coffey.  Office hours usually  Wednesday and Thursday mornings. 
Tel: 0151-526-2292 	email: admin@st-thomas-lydiate.co.uk
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