Dear Headteacher and School Business Manager, we would appreciate it, if you could add this item into your Autumn Term newsletter, to allow us to contact each Year 6 family directly, as they apply for secondary school places.  We truly recognise your continued support with the school admissions process.  
With kind regards, Pupil Access and Integrated Transport Teams – September 2026
*************
Subject: Important Information Regarding Secondary School Applications and Transport Eligibility
Dear Parents and Kinship Carers of Current Year 6 Pupils,
We are writing to provide important guidance regarding your child’s upcoming secondary school application, with particular emphasis on home-to-school transport considerations.
Before submitting your application, it is essential to carefully consider how your child will travel to and from your preferred secondary schools. Free travel assistance is only available to pupils who meet the criteria outlined in Lancashire County Council’s Home to School Transport Policy.
When selecting your school preferences, please ensure you have read and understood the information available on the Lancashire County Council website regarding school admissions and travel assistance.
Please note:
· For transport purposes, the nearest suitable school is defined as the school closest to the family home. In some cases, this may be a school located within another local authority area.
· If you choose a school that is not considered the nearest suitable school, there is no entitlement to free transport. In such cases, you will need to make your own travel arrangements.
· Most children will attend their local school, which is typically within a reasonable walking distance when accompanied by a parent or carer.
If transport costs are a concern, we strongly encourage you to contact your Area Education Office before submitting your application.
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If your child is not eligible for free travel assistance but you would like your child to travel to school by bus, you may be able to buy a season travel pass from us.
The County Council will not provide extra services for non-statutory pupils and you will need to plan how your child will get to school if space on the bus is not available.
Please call 0300-123-6738 or visit School bus season tickets - Lancashire County Council to make an application.
It is important to plan ahead.  Please make sure that appropriate transport is available, should a place be allocated at your preferred school.
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