	Downs Infants Curriculum Statement: Geography

	‘Geography is not a narrow academic subject for the few. It is fundamental for everyone. It starts very early, when a young child encounters and begins to discover the world. Geography can nourish and enrich a whole lifetime of learning.’ 
- A Different View, Geographical Association 2009

	Intent
	Implementation
	Impact

	What will take place before teaching in the classroom?
	What will this look like in the classroom?
	How will this be measured?

	At Downs Infant School we aim to develop the whole child. We aim that children are enabled to make the very best of their lives; having choice and opportunity in their social and economic situation, contributing to society, and developing a sense of self-worth. We aim to provide a broad and balanced curriculum and to fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum and the EYFS, which is inclusive to all children. We use our curriculum drivers to feed into and inspire our children in geography. Their learning will be through coherent planning and will be cross-curricular giving their learning a purpose.
We aim to provide an education that is rich in knowledge and opportunities and to apply that knowledge, revisiting it in ‘continuous provision’ and using it to problem-solve and to engage in their own projects.
Geography is a subject that allows children to not only make sense of the world around them, but also see the natural wonder and beauty that we as humans can work to protect and develop for future generations. 
Through studying geography, children at Downs Infant School will learn to observe, describe and seek explanations for the world around them and the place they hold within it. It opens doors for children to ask the big questions about climate change, population movement, sustainability and how they will play a part in the ‘real world’ in the future. 
We aim for our children to not only access the curriculum, but have time to respond to real life issues that are connected to the city and world we live in. We know that the balance of our ever changing world should be appropriately shared and discussed with children so they are well equipped to be global citizens of the future.  
 At the end of Reception we intend our children to have a curiosity about the world and to start looking at similarities and differences of their immediate area. This involves making connections and making sense of their world and their environment. Opportunities enable children to explore, observe and develop their understanding of people, places, communities and technology. This is supported by direct teaching of skills and high quality continuous provision both indoors and outdoors.
At the end of Year 1 we intend our children to be able to name where they live and to begin to name the 4 countries of the UK. We intend for them to look at a non-european country and develop an interest in learning about different cultures and lives. We provide opportunities for children to  look with curiosity at their local area and the beach and  similarities and differences including human and physical features having been on various trips.
At the end of Year 2 we intend them to continue being interested in the world about them and to be able to describe the 4 countries of the UK and to be able to look at the similarities and differences of Brighton and a contrasting non-European country. 

	We implement a curriculum that is progressive throughout the school. In Key stage 1 our geography curriculum is based on the 2014 Primary National Curriculum in England. In Reception it is based upon the Foundation Stage Curriculum and Development Matters. Geography in Reception is explored through the strand of ‘Understanding the World’. 

EYFS
The pre-geography skills taught in Reception are through the strands within ‘Understanding the World’ with a focus on the following 2 specifically. 
•People, culture and communities
•The Natural World

[bookmark: _GoBack]Reception follow plan holistically and map learning opportunities and provocations based on Development Matters (2021). Geography is not taught as an isolated topic or taught discretely. Instead a high quality enabling environment and its resources ensure that children have opportunities to explore geographical skills frequently. Where pupils are being introduced to specific locational knowledge e.g my school, direct teaching opportunities are planned on a termly basis to ensure knowledge is built upon over time.  

We are aware much of the early language acquisition and reasoning skills that underpin the KS1 geography curriculum and developed and embedded within the early years and how crucial this is.

Key Stage 1 
The progression of skills are explored through four main headings; 
• Location knowledge 
• Place knowledge 
• Human and physical geography 
• Geographical skills and fieldwork 

Children will investigate, compare and contrast local areas and the wider world, finding out about different environments and the communities that live there. They will develop their geographical enquiry skills both inside and outside, through continuous provision and outdoor learning. We have high expectations of all children and they are appropriately and regularly challenged in a range of ways.

Our teachers in key stage 1 use a progression map/document, and medium term planning documents to deliver their lessons. The progression document/map ensures the curriculum is covered and that the skills/knowledge is progressive from Reception to Year 2.

Vocabulary is pre-taught to the children to introduce a topic, and this is regularly referred to throughout the topic and assessed through open ended questions that allow for discussion and use of new words. 

Quizzes, questioning and periods of exploration are incorporated in to learning sequences to assess learning and inform planning and provisions for the following week. We take images and videos of children’s practical learning and capture their thinking using post-it notes and mind maps. These can then be referred to during reflective opportunities and during CP. 

In addition the topic guides may be amended at times to reflect changing needs and circumstances, to enable flexibility in capitalising upon the educational potential of unforeseen special events, children’s interests and ‘one offs’.

Learning walks provide an opportunity to look at geography within classrooms and the outdoor environments. These provide an opportunity to review and prioritise different areas. This can raise where support is needed and actioned, either in PDM, year group focus sessions etc.

Enrichment and Wider Community
Educational trips/visits are used as a way to enhance the children’s learning of geography. The children explore their local area including their school grounds. Trips provide opportunities to use map reading skills as well as fieldwork studies. Within the local area we will make use of parks, beaches and landmarks such as the i360 to provide broad and rich opportunities for learning. 
Within our school grounds and local area we provide sequenced opportunities for children to develop their sense of ‘place’ and belonging. Each year group has their own outdoor learning provision where changes in the seasons are identified and studied with a particular focus in the EYFS and Year 1. By Year 2 children will compare their known environment to a school and city in Australia.
	Geography teaching is ambitious and achieved by the implementation of a clearly sequenced and thought-out curriculum designed by subject leaders in collaboration with the school community. 
There is a clear progression of knowledge and skills throughout Down’s Infant School and these build between topics and year groups. All pupils (including those with SEND) are working towards the same curriculum goals to ensure they experience a broad and balanced curriculum. 
Fieldwork is a key feature of our geography curriculum and pupils have opportunities to observe, collect data for themselves, analyse it and describe their findings. Continuous provision provides children with longer time to apply what they have learnt and to pose and answer geographical questions. Children are immersed in relevant thinking and geographical knowledge is drawn together and better understood. 
Vocabulary has been carefully considered and taught progressively from EYFS to KS1 with pupils in KS1 going beyond their EY learning and application of vocabulary. Pupils are confident to talk accurately about their geographical knowledge and procedural knowledge (how to use geographical skills) and apply these in a range of contexts. 
Gaps in knowledge are identified and closed through pre-planned addressing of misconceptions and robust and regular formative assessment, achieved by strong subject knowledge of the facts and skills being taught.  
In Reception tapestry is used to photograph children’s learning and make assessments in the moment. Formative assessment opportunities inform planning to ensure appropriate next steps can be taken by all pupils based on their individual starting points.
When talking to reception children they show a solid understanding of their sense of place in the school, for example can easily explain how to get to the garden and the other classrooms. They have a good understanding of contrasting environments at an age appropriate level such as the arctic being cold and Africa being hot! Children can show early mapping skills with mark making and collage such as a ‘Bear Hunt’ map or a map of how Santa may deliver his presents. 
In Key Stage 1 children are assessed against the National Curriculum. Teacher judgements are made from observations in class and by talking to the children (pupil voice). This includes asking review questions at the end of lesson and asking open-ended questions. Additionally any exceptional learning will be uploaded to tapestry. For instance in the treetops it was noted children were making Edinburgh Castle and using known knowledge about the city in their play. When further questioned with the outdoor maps children could identify the location of the cities in the UK. When topics are re-visited, it is an opportunity to embed and reuse their knowledge and skills from previous learning. Progress made by individuals is made by assessing work against the learning objectives and children are also encouraged to self-assess
As a whole school we meet and bring along different examples of work to moderate and discuss thus producing a bank of resources which future teachers can use to aid their teaching, expectations, the children’s learning and assessment. All pupils will have secure locational knowledge that has been developed coherently from EY to KS1. Throughout their time at Downs Infants all pupils will study human and physical geography of specific regions. They will compare the geography of specific regions and describe these using secure and relevant vocabulary. Pupils will have, and demonstrate, competent procedural knowledge and skills that are practiced during CP and developed by adult guided discussion and provocation in the indoor and outdoor environment. 
Planning to include possible misconceptions – where possible teaching opportunities will seek to address these through coherent curriculum planning and sequencing. Through whole school teaching and learning policy approaches, teachers are confident in their formative assessment opportunities and adjust plans to address misconceptions. Gaps in knowledge will be closed. 





