




By the end of this evening we hope that you will have a better understanding 
of:

• The terminology of phonics
• How we teach phonics at school
• How you can support reading and writing by using phonics.



Phoneme
The smallest unit of sound.  There are approximately 44 phonemes in English (depending on accent).  Phonemes can 
be put together to make words.

Grapheme 
A way of writing down a phoneme.  Graphemes can be made up of 1 letter e.g. t, 2 letters e.g. ch, 3 letters e.g. igh or 4 
letters e.g. eigh.



GPC 
This is short for Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence.  Knowing a GPC means being able to match a phoneme to a 
grapheme and vice versa.

Digraph 
A grapheme containing two letters that makes one sound (phoneme).

Trigraph
A grapheme containing three letters that makes one sound (phoneme).

CVC
It refers to words with a consonant phoneme, a vowel phoneme and then a consonant phoneme- it is not referring to 
letters. Therefore hot, bed, boat and ship are all CVC words but cow and toy are not.



Phonics Overview

Phase 1
Phase 1 develops childrens abilities to listen to, make, explore and talk about sounds. It 
includes rhyme, auditory discrimination and oral blending and segmenting.

Phase 2
GPCs are introduced in systematic way to enable blending and segmenting to begin from 
the time the first set is introduced.  Phase 2 includes the GPCs s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, 
k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, l, ss, ff and ll

Phase 3
Phase 3 continues in the same way as Phase 2 and introduces more new GPCs. By the end 
of Phase 3 the children will know one way of writing down each of the 44 phonemes.
j, v, w, x, y, z, zz and qu are introduced in Phase 3 along with the digraphs ch, sh, th, ng, 
ai, ee, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, ou, oi, er and the trigraphs igh, ear, air and ure. 



Phase 4
No new GPCs are introduced in Phase 4.  The main aim of this phase is to help children to 
blend and segment words with adjacent consonants. This can be words using only Phase 2 
GPCs such as clap or stamp or those including Phase 3 GPCs as well such as burst or
strong.  

Phase 5
One part of Phase 5 is the introduction of more GPCs with children learning alternative 
graphemes for phonemes they already know.  For example they build on their Phase 3 
knowledge that the phoneme ee can be written ee and learn it can also be written ea
(beach), y (happy) e_e (theme), ie (field) ey (key), e (he).

The other part of Phase 5 introduces the idea that some graphemes can be pronounced in 
more than one way. E.g. the ch grapheme is pronounced differently in each of these words: 
check, chef and school.



Applying phonics in reading

Oral Blending 
Hearing phonemes and being able to merge them together to make a word. Children need to develop this skill before 
they will be able to blend written words.

Blending 
Looking at each grapheme within a written word and using knowledge of GPCs to work out which phoneme each 
grapheme represents.  The phonemes are then merged together to make a word. This is the basis of reading.

sh- i- p ship



Applying phonics in spelling

Oral Segmenting 
Hearing a whole word and then splitting it up into the phonemes that make it. Children need to develop this skill before 
they will be able to segment words to spell them.

Segmenting 
Splitting up a heard word into the phonemes that make it and using knowledge of GPCs to work out which graphemes 
represent those phonemes.  Those graphemes are then written down in the right order. This is the basis of spelling.

ring r - i - ng










