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At Drove, we strongly believe that spelling is an essential skill, which allows children to communicate their 

understanding in all curriculum subjects. If pupils are to become effective and confident writers, they need 

to develop and employ a range of spelling strategies.  

 

What the teaching of spelling looks like at Drove  

By adopting a consistent approach to the teaching of spelling, we aim for the children to develop 

confidence and accuracy when spelling across the curriculum. We understand that people may approach 

spelling in different ways, therefore we will expose children to and teach a range of strategies. In doing so 

we aim to:  

● Help children recognise that spelling is a valuable, lifelong communication skill  

● Encourage children to take an interest in the morphology and etymology of words  

● Encourage children to have a positive view of themselves as spellers  

● Encourage creativity, where children have the confidence to use and spell more challenging and 

ambitious words  

We do this by:  

● Teaching a range of effective spelling strategies  

● Enhancing their proof-reading and editing skills  

● Supporting children to use a range of resources to support spelling 

 

Reception and KS1 

We follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds as our Systematic Synthetic Phonics (SSP) programme to 

teach early reading and spelling. From Year 2, Term 3 onwards weekly spelling assignments are set on 

Spelling Shed, matched to the sounds that the children have been learning in phonics lessons. As well as 

this, each child will be given a Spelling Shed homework sheet, which contains spelling activities to help the 

children learn their spelling rule. Children will have the opportunity to practise their spellings daily and 

apply their learnt spelling rules and spellings to their written work. When children learn to read, they will 

also encounter “tricky words”; these are words that cannot be phonetically decoded. These are practiced 

each day as part of their phonics lessons. There are also “tricky word” assignments set on Spelling Shed. 

Once a week, the children will have a spelling test of their set spellings, as well as ongoing assessments, 

within their written work, of applied spelling rules.  

 

KS2 

We follow the Spelling Shed scheme. Teachers decide if the scheme is delivered in one session per week or 

split into smaller lessons according to the needs of the pupils. During these sessions, a range of teaching 

methods are used to ensure we meet the needs of all learners. Children may be given a Spelling Shed 

homework sheet, which contains spelling activities to help them learn a spelling rule. Children will have the 

opportunity to practise their spellings daily and apply their learnt spelling rules and spellings to their 

written work. Once a week, the children will have a spelling test of their set spellings, as well as ongoing 

assessments, within their written work, of applied spelling rules.  

 

 

 

Spelling Strategies  

We endeavour to teach a range of spelling strategies in order to appeal to a variety of learning styles. 

These include:  



 Teaching and learning of phonics and the correspondence between letters and their sounds (in line 
with the Little Wandle scheme) 

 Identifying syllables in words in order to break words into smaller parts 

 Look, Cover, Write, Check 

 The use of memory strategies 

 Mnemonics - making up sentences to help remember the spelling of a word 

 Making links between the origin of words and their spelling (etymology) 

 Investigating different spelling patterns and spelling rules 

 Analogy - Using words already known to help spell new words 

 Adding prefixes and suffixes to root words 

 Using word banks, dictionaries and thesauruses 

 Linking handwriting to spelling and phonics, in order to develop visual and ‘muscle’ memory 
 

Inclusion  

Where children are identified as needing additional support, we will use interventions. Children may 

continue to work at the appropriate stage of Little Wandle in small groups with Teaching Assistants or 1:1. 

This might include the Little Wandle ‘keep up’ or ‘rapid catch-up programme’. Class teachers will liaise with 

the SENCO when considering the specific needs of some children.  

 

Editing 

In English lessons, children are encouraged to use a variety of strategies to check their own work and 

identify words spelt incorrectly. Time is given during writing sessions for the teaching and application of 

editing. These strategies are in line with our writing policy and help children in taking responsibility for 

their own learning.  

 

Assessments  

In Key stage 1, in accordance with the Little Wandle programme, rigorous assessments take place on a half-

termly basis. Ongoing, informal assessment, as part of daily teaching, will also inform groupings and 

interventions if necessary. Weekly spellings and rules will be sent home to learn and will be checked each 

week in class. Teachers will feed back to the children through regular written or verbal comments and 

individual targets may be given when appropriate. 


