[image: ]Year 6 Science – Term 2
Living Things and Their Habitats

What should I already know?
· Recognise that living things can be grouped 
in a variety of ways. 
(Y4 - Living things and their habitats) 
· Explore and use classification keys to help
 group, identify and name a variety of living 
things in their local and wider environment. 
(Y4 - Living things and their habitats) 
· Describe the differences in the life cycles 
of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and
 a bird. (Y5 - Living things and their habitats) 
· Describe the life process of reproduction in 
some plants and animals. (Y5 - Living things 
and their habitats) 




Key Vocabulary and Definitions:

Amphibian
An animal that lives on land and in water
Bird
An animal that lays eggs, is warm blooded and flies
Carl Linnaeus
A famous scientist who helped design a way of classifying animals
Classification
Arranging living things into groups depending on their physical featured
Habitat
The area in which an organism  lives 
Invertebrate
An animal with no backbone
Mammal
A warm-blooded animal which feeds it young on milk and has hair
Microorganism
A living thing that is so small you need a microscope to see it.
Reptile
A cold-blooded animal with leathery skin that lays eggs
Vertebrate
An animal that has a backbone










Living things can be formally grouped according to characteristics. Plants and animals are two main groups but there are other livings things that do not fit into these groups e.g. micro-organisms such as bacteria and yeast, and toadstools and mushrooms. Plants can make their own food whereas animals cannot. 
Animals can be divided into two main groups: those that have backbones (vertebrates); and those that do not (invertebrates). Vertebrates can be divided into five small groups: fish; amphibians; reptiles; birds; and mammals. Each group has common characteristics. Invertebrates can be divided into a number of groups, including insects, spiders, snails and worms. 
Plants can be divided broadly into two main groups: flowering plants; and non-flowering plants.











Teaching Sequence 

1. Give reasons for classifying animals based on their similarities and differences and classify different vertebrates into 5 classes
2. Describe who Carl Linnaeus was and explain how things are linked using the Linnaen System
3. Research an invertebrate group and report findings using scientific language
4. Describe and investigate helpful and harmful micro-organisms
5. Carry out a survey of living things in and around our school
6. Record the results of our survey using a classification key



[image: A diagram of a survey

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Blooms Taxonomy – Specific Verbs to Use in Lesson Aims
Knowledge: Describe, find, identify, list, locate, name, recognise, retrieve Comprehension: Classify, compare, explain, infer, interpret, paraphrase, summarise Application: Carry out, implement, use Analysis: Deconstruct, Organise, outline, structure Synthesis: Construct, design, devise, invent, make, plan, produce, Evaluation: Appraise, assess, choose, 












	Term 2
Let’s Talk (Explorify)
Scientific Knowledge
Scientific skill
Lesson 1
To flee or not to flee
https://explorify.uk/en/activities/whats-going-on/to-flee-or-not-to-flee
Living things can be formally grouped according to characteristics. Animals can be divided into two main groups: those that have backbones (vertebrates); and those that do not (invertebrates). Vertebrates can be divided into five small groups: fish; amphibians; reptiles; birds; and mammals. Each group has common characteristics.
Observe and measure
Interpret and report
Lesson 2
Buzzing with life
https://explorify.uk/en/activities/whats-going-on/buzzing-with-life
Plants and animals are two main groups but there are other livings things that do not fit into these groups e.g. micro-organisms such as bacteria and yeast, and toadstools and mushrooms. Plants can be divided broadly into two main groups: flowering plants; and non-flowering plants.

Observe and measure

Lesson 3
Incredible invertebrates
https://explorify.uk/en/activities/whats-going-on/incredible-invertebrates
Invertebrates can be divided into a number of groups, including insects, spiders, snails and worms. 

Observe and measure
Interpret and report
Lesson 4
Takeaway dinner

https://explorify.uk/en/activities/whats-going-on/takeaway-dinner


Plants and animals are two main groups but there are other livings things that do not fit into these groups e.g. micro-organisms such as bacteria and yeast, and toadstools and mushrooms.
Observe and measure

[bookmark: _Hlk147155061]Lesson 5
Family meal
https://explorify.uk/en/activities/whats-going-on/family-meal
Animals can be divided into two main groups: those that have backbones (vertebrates); and those that do not (invertebrates). Vertebrates can be divided into five small groups: fish; amphibians; reptiles; birds; and mammals. Each group has common characteristics. Invertebrates can be divided into a number of groups, including insects, spiders, snails and worms. 

Ask questions and plan an enquiry
Lesson 6
Beavering away
https://explorify.uk/en/activities/whats-going-on/beavering-away
Animals can be divided into two main groups: those that have backbones (vertebrates); and those that do not (invertebrates). Vertebrates can be divided into five small groups: fish; amphibians; reptiles; birds; and mammals. Each group has common characteristics. Invertebrates can be divided into a number of groups, including insects, spiders, snails and worms. 

Record
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