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 Would visiting the River Ganges feel special to a non-Hindu?

Key Vocabulary and Definitions:

Brahman	
The supreme power- God
Deities
A god or goddess
Ganges
Sacred river for Hindus -in India
Moksha
Free from the cycle of life and death
Pilgrimage
A journey made to some sacred place as an act of religious devotion
Puranas 

Ancient Hindu Scripture 

Samsara
The cycle of life and death

Trimurti
The three aspects of the universal supreme god
Varanasi
A sacred city on the bank of the Ganges.



















· What should I already know?
· 
·  Be able to discuss special places within the community. 
· Be able to explain why some places are sacred









RE Skills:
Explain why water is important.
Describe a Hindu ritual that happens at/in the River
Ganges and explain why this is important and significant to the Hindus taking part in it.
Empathise with the special feelings a Hindu might experience when taking part in a ritual at the River Ganges.















Teaching Sequence

1. To explain why water is important

2. To describe a Hindu ritual that happens at/in the River Ganges 

3. To explain why the river Ganges is significant to Hindus (2 lessons)

4. To compare the special feelings a Hindu might experience and a non- Hindu visiting the River Ganges.

Blooms Taxonomy – Specific Verbs to Use in Lesson Aims
Knowledge: Describe, find, identify, list, locate, name, recognise, retrieve Comprehension: Classify, compare, explain, infer, interpret, paraphrase, summarise Application: Carry out, implement, use Analysis: Deconstruct, Organise, outline, structure Synthesis: Construct, design, devise, invent, make, plan, produce, Evaluation: Appraise, assess, choose, 











	Key Knowledge
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History/Context Impact on believer/dai

Hinduism began in India which has « Some Hindus have holy water from the
many holy rivers. The Ganges is the Ganges in their home shrines

most important. «Many Hindus will not be able to go to India,
Huge festivals take place here with but remembering key events and festivals
millions trying to bathe in the River will help keep the holy sites in their minds.

even though in many places it is not
clean or particularly safe
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Lesson 3 builds on the previous
lessons — some of the deities of
Brahman have stories involving
the Ganges. Pilgrimage to a sacred
site would connect Hindus with
their history.
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‘The River Ganges is considered to be sacred and spiritually pure for Hindus although in reality
not a clean river. Because of the purifying nature of the river, Hindus believe that any rituals
performed on the banks of the Ganges or in its water will wash away impurity.

One of the key places of Hindu pilgrimage is Varanasi, situated on the bank of the holy River Ganges.
Itis considered to be the home of Shiva one of the principle deities of Hinduism and part of the
‘Trimurti (see Summer 1 background information).

‘The Puranas (ancient Hindu scriptures) say that taking a dip in the sacred river ‘bestows heavenly
blessings'.

‘The banks of the River Ganges host hundreds of Hindu festivals and celebrations each year as the
land over which the Ganges flows is regarded as sacred ground. It s believed that the holy waters of
the river will purify the soul and lead to a better reincarnation or liberation (Moksha) of the soul
from the cycle of life and death (Samsara).

Because of these beliefs, it is common for Hindus to cremate dead loved ones by the river and/or
spread their ashes in the Ganges in the hope that the river will embrace and guide the soul of the

departed.
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