Year One
Phonics Screening




What is phonics?

» Children begin to learn phonics (sounds) in Reception.

> Oncde children begin learning sounds they use this knowledge to read and spell
words.

» Children are taught to read by breaking down words into separate sounds or
‘pk?olnemecsj’. They are then taught how to blend these sounds together to read the
whole word.

> Chilﬁj_cren then develop segmenting for writing skills, breaking the word into sounds to
spell it.

» Children have a focussed phonics lesson each day and they are encouraged to use
these strategies to read and write in other lesson:s.




Definitions

> A phoneme - the smallest unit of sound in a word.

» A grapheme - the letter(s) representing a phoneme.

t ol Igh

» A phoneme can be represented in more than one way cat, kennel, chick.

» The same grapheme may represent more than one phoneme me met.




Definitions

» Digraph - Two letters which make one sound.
» A consonant digraph contains two consonants sh ck th ll.
» A vowel digraph contains at least one vowel ai ee ar oy.

» Split digraph - Two letters which are not adjacent eg snake

a-e e-e i-e o-e u-e

» Trigraph - Three letfters which make one sound igh ear air ure.




What is the phonics screening checke

» The check is very similar to tasks the children already complete during
phonics lessons.

> Children will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend the sounds
together.eg d-o-g dog.

» The focus of the check is fo see which sounds the children know and
therefore the children will be asked to read made up ‘nonsense’ words.

» The screening will contain 40 words.




Examples of words

ln

ot

at

vap

beg

osk

sum

ect




Graphemes covered in the screening

or au aw born launch raw
p pet
qu quilt
r red
s S§ C sit miss cell
sh ch shop chef
t top
th both
th this
u cup
v vet
w wh Wet when
yet
zz s zip buzz hens

ai a-e ay

rain cake say

air hair
er ur ir fern burn girl
ew stew

igh i i-e ie

high mind time tie

Grapheme Example Word

a cat

ar a arm  father

b bat

c ck k ch cat check key school
ch check

d dog

e ea hen  bread

ee e ea e-e ie see he each eve chief
fff ph fit puff photo
g gum

h hat

| hit

i g jam gem

[ U leg hill

m man

n net

ng sing

0 hot

oi oy Coin toy

00 look

00 Uue u-e room blue brute

oa oe 0-e ow

goat toe bone snow

u ue u-e

unit cue huge




Grow the code
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Split digraphs
- e-e |- 0-e U-€

maz
amaze Zome “
e @

twice

cute




When will the screening take place

» The screening will take place during the week beginning Monday 6™
June. The children cannot retake the test at any other time so it is very
important your child is in school during the week of the screening.

» The check has been designed so that children of all abilities will be able
to take part.




Who will complete the check

» The children will complete the check one at a time in a quiet area of the
school.

» A familiar adult will conduct all of the screening checks with the
children.

» The screening will take about 10mins with each child. However, all
children are different and will complete it at their own pace.




Reporting to parent

» The phonics check results will be included in your child’s end of year
report.

» It will confirm if your child has met the standard threshold.

» Children who do not achieve the expected level will retake test in year 2.




Information for parents

Phonics and Early Reading
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oW Ccan you help¢

» Read with your child every day. Encourage your child to ‘sound out’
when reading or writing. Focusing particularly on spotting more unusual
sound patterns.

» Children can practise their phonics by playing games online.
» Phonics Play

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk

» Teach your monster to read

https://www.teachyourmonster.org/
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http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.teachyourmonster.org/

