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	Statement of curriculum approach (how is this taught at our school) 

	At East Whitby the aim of our high-quality geography education is to inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching will equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes.  Teaching will support the children’s Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development.

As pupils progress through our school, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time. 

As children progress through East Whitby Academy, they will build upon their locational knowledge, place knowledge, knowledge of human and physical geography and develop their geographical skills and fieldwork. 

Early Years Foundation Stage Policy and Skills Progression Document (Generic)

Teachers within our EYFS use the ‘Early Years Foundation Stage Policy’ and the ‘Skills Progression Document’ as a starting point.  Knowledge and Skills learnt in their formative years are developed and  reinforced before introducing children to new subject specific knowledge and skills (see Early Years Foundation Stage Policy and Skills Progression Document). This is approached through the adapted Project Based Learning Model.

The Early Years Foundation Stage Policy (Geography)

The policy outlines the key geographical concepts and vocabulary children should know.  They provide the springboard to enable children to discuss and develop geographical concepts linked to the natural and human phenomenon of the local environment and the wider world. The children will spend time learning about their own other cultures and countries and to make simple comparisons. 

Skills Progression Document in (Geography)

In East Whitby Academy, children’s locational knowledge, place knowledge, knowledge of human and physical geography, geographical skills and field work will be tracked using the ‘Skills Progression Document’ The ‘Skills Progress Document’ provides the teaching framework which outlines coverage and skills progression in Geography.

A skills progression document for geography is initiated in Year 1 and follows the cohort as they progress through the school. Teachers revisit previous knowledge and introduce/teach children the new knowledge and skills outlined in the document.  Teachers plan geography learning around the knowledge and skills. The ’Skills Progression Document’ is a working document to support planning and progression. 

The individual components outlined within the Geography ‘Skills Progression Document’ should be highlighted by the teacher when knowledge and skills are explicitly taught to ensure coverage.  The document is then passed to the cohorts next teacher. 



Project Based Learning

Geography learning is embedded within the project-based learning model. Project based learning is a teaching approach in which children gain knowledge, understanding and skills by working for an extended period of time to investigate and respond to an authentic, challenging, engaging and at times difficult question or statement, at the end of which the children will produce a product. 

Within this framework, geographically knowledge skills and understanding will build upon and develop with the aim of broadening understanding of geography in terms of the impact of human activity on the environment in the past and present. Cross-curricular links with other curriculum subjects are explored to develop a broader understanding of human activity and natural phenomenon. 

Teaching geography in Project Based Learning Model 

The project based learning model provides the framework for teaching local and world geography.  

In order to ensure greater depth of learning and progression, geography is foregrounded as the focus for  two project based questions (a global and a local).  The aim of the projects is to develop knowledge, skills and understanding to the answer a geographical question about a specific location. The approach is referred to as a ‘Geography in Depth’.  To facilitate the moderation and feedback process all year groups in Key Stage 1 and Key teach global geography at the same time and local geography at the same time. Teaching the same subject at the same time as a whole school also provides for a collegiate strategy for planning, the sharing of ideas and the sourcing of resources.

Each year group has been allocated a specific geographical area/continent.  A geography question is posed and children research using good quality resources and materials to answer the question. 

Key knowledge for each year group is outlined in the progression documents for each year group. The progression documents function as a planning aid to the teacher.  The progression documents are passed to the next teacher as a record. 

Each year group conducts a global and local geography project:

Geography in Depth  in depth progression through school

Global geography


· EYFS   Year A- Sea, seaside, natural and manmade, signs of summer
               Year B    Pollution in the Sea (Somebody swallowed Stanley) Links to past no plastic, endangered  species
              ( Handa’s Surprise/Continent related text)

· Year 1 Africa                              (Continental use and habitats)
· Year 2 North America              (Urban environments and urban living)
· Year 3 Antarctic/Artic              (Climate/Oceans/Currents/and the environment)
· Year 4 South America              (River and river settlements)
· Year 5 Asia                                 (Mountains/geology)
· Year 6 Europe                           ( Economies and Trade/Human Activity)                                                                                                                                          

To enrich the experience, the school has taken advantage of the ‘Commando Jo’ initiative.   





Local geography is a joint geography and history project.

Each year group poses a project question about the local area.  Project questions are posed to ensure children focus upon a particular geographical and historical aspect of the local area. 

EYFS       2  year cycle EYFS:    Year A- Sea, seaside, natural and manmade, signs of summer
                                                   Year B    Pollution in the Sea (Somebody swallowed Stanley) Links to past no plastic,  
                                                   endangered  species    ( Handa’s Surprise)

Year 1    Physical and Human features (track James Cook’s journey across from Marton to Whitby)
Year 2    Physical and Human features (specifically the harbor)
Year 3    Whitby Coastline and Coastal Erosion.
· The children take part in a field trip to examine and document rock formations along the local Jurassic coastline
Year 4    The River Esk
Year 5    Land use, industry, population and transport systems
Year 6     North York Moor National Park 
          
Cross-curricular links to other subjects are explored to broaden understanding of the wider world and local area. This provides the children the opportunity to revisit concepts and skills and consolidate learning.

 Children to explore first-hand the surrounding urban and rural areas.
Children in key stage 2 are afforded the opportunity to go on residential trips to experience rural and urban environments.

Geography in Context (the wider world)

· A project question is proposed, which does not directly ask a specific geographical question. 

The progression documents provide a framework for each year group to plan coverage of geographical content and geographical skills progression. 

· Geography in context provides the opportunity for developing children’s geographical knowledge and skills further when exploring the wider world. It complements, capitalizes upon and enhances a broader understanding of learning in the other areas of the curriculum. Children learn about the cultural icons such as artists, explores and key contemporary and historical figures. Children explore how indigenous peoples including children from the past and present interact with the physical and human environments and contribute to the improvement of local communities.

· A whole school planning, sharing event provides the opportunity for teaching staff to share long-term plans. The meeting provides the teaching staff and curriculum lead to gain an overview of where geography in context is incorporated into the wider curriculum. It also provides the opportunity for staff to refer each other to geography resources in school and online and identify resources, which need to be purchased by the school.

· The curriculum lead moderates alongside geography in depth to evaluate provision and progress.  

Geography Assessment
· Teachers complete ‘Foundation Assessment Documents’ for all foundation subjects upon completion of projects The teachers colour code The ‘Foundation Assessment Documents using the schools rating system
· Purple for Greater Depth, Green = Expected, Yellow = Working Towards, Red = Not achieved
· The document contains a section to record strengths and areas for improvement to inform future planning.  The document also contains information, which feedbacks directly to the subject lead for action. For example to requests resources or to make links with outside institutions (libraries, museums, local experts).
· Teachers use the ‘Foundation Assessment Documents’ to inform future planning and to inform the receiving teacher of children’s progress. 
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