East Whitby Early Years - Curriculum for 2-year-olds
Children at two years old are starting to develop their independence. Our 2-year-old Provision aims to support children whilst they discover more about their surroundings and explore the world around them. For many children, their relationship with our staff will be the first significant one they’ve experienced outside their family unit. Each child has a ‘Key Person’, a special adult who will make sure they feel cared for, secure and understood. Adults will establish consistent routines to help children to settle and learn. 
Year A – 2024-25
	Nursery/Rec projects
	Autumn 1
Super me

	Autumn 2
Transport

Christmas/polar regions

	Spring 1 
Dinosaurs


	Spring 2
Our pets
(CLPE)
(Easter)
	Summer 1
Minibeasts
Hungry caterpillar
(CLPE)

	Summer 2
By the sea


	2 yr old provision Overview
	Body parts, emotions, senses, using mirrors, photos of family
	Different vehicles, emergency vehicles
	Dinosaur names, fossils, natural world


	What animals we have as pets.
Do we have pets at home?

	Creepy crawlies, where do they live? 

	Sea creatures and boats.

	Communication and language
	I can... 

Launchpad for Literacy

Modelling use of language

Story sacks, spoons, pebbles to encourage language development

Follow simple instructions

Listen to and respond to stories


	Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development
	Encourage independence, confidence, ability to separate from carers

Explore emotions

Become aware of differences

Learn to use the toilet (with support, then independently)

Develop friendships, adult modelling of sharing and turn taking

	Physical Development
	Squiggle while you Wiggle

Dough Disco

Forest Schools

Indoor/outdoor resources to develop manipulation, control and independence

Toothbrushing Programme


	Key Texts
	My mum is...
My dad is...
Hug
Polar bear, polar bear
Brown bear, brown bear
	The train ride, Tip tip dig dig, Naughty bus

The nativity story
	Dinosaur roar,
10 Little dinosaur, 
	Some dogs do, 
Hairy McClairy
Mog
Six dinner sid

We’re going on an egg hunt (Easter).
	What the ladybird heard?
Superworm, The very hungry caterpillar 
	Hooray for fish, Sharing a shell, Tiddler 

	Songs and rhymes
	Head, shoulders, knees and toes,
Busy body
If you’re happy and you know it,
Finger family.
	Wheels on the bus, Big blue tractor, Down at the station,
Twinkle twinkle, christmas songs
	5 little dinosaurs
Wind the bobbin up,
Miss Polly had a dolly,
Pat a cake 

	Sleeping bunnies, Doggy in the window,
Peter Rabbit,
Grand Old Duke of York
	Tiny caterpillar, Incy Wincy spider,
Baa baa black sheep,
Hickory dickory dock, Humpty dumpty

	Tide is turning, Row row row your boat,
1,2,3,4,5…
A sailor went to sea

	Key vocabulary
	Family members
Body parts
Emotions – sad, happy, cross
	Vehicle names, fast/slow,
Christmas, Cold, Santa
	Dinosaur names, big/small
	Pet and animal names, 
Easter, Spring 
	Insect names, bugs, soil, leaves 
	Sand, sea, boat, sea creature names

	Home school links
	2 year progress check meeting
Family learning sessions
Book bags with story book
Song/rhyme to go home





Planning for schemas
We know that schemas are a way for younger children to organise their knowledge and explore ideas and thoughts, enabling them to develop and build upon existing knowledge. Practitioners support children’s schematic play and utilise what children are interested in, so that they can take part in powerful learning opportunities. We ensure the environment supports different schemas.
	Schema
	Activities/resources to support and develop learning 
	Plan opportunities in the environment to...

	Transporting
Carrying or moving objects from place to place
	· Diggers, tractors, train set, wheelbarrows, prams, bags, baskets, shopping trolley, suitcases (moving house), tool aprons, ‘boulders’, gravel, pebbles, natural materials, scoops, spades, baskets, buckets, ice cube trays, sorting trays, sand and water play, watering plants
	· Use language ‘how far?’ ‘turn right’
· Talk about location/different modes of transport
· Explore living things
· Transport bags, baskets, containers

	Connecting
Setting out and dismantling, constructing, sticking together
	· Building blocks, construction sets, pipes, train tracks, threading, clothes with fastenings, junk modelling, gluing, sticking, weaving, jigsaws, human trains, holding hands, games (Ring a ring..., Follow the leader, Conga lines), joining pipes/tubes in water/sand play
	· Solve problems using connecting skills
· Try solutions to problems

	Rotation
Spinning around in circles, turning
	· Toys with wheels, locks and keys, spinning tops, ribbons, scarves and ropes, paint rollers, tools, wheels and tyres, mixing materials together, cogs and construction toys, windmills, screw tops, screwdrivers, hoops, whisking, stirring, water wheels
	· Play with household items
· Mix materials together

	Enveloping
Covering themselves or objects, wrapping items or putting in containers
	· Making dens, dressing up (including socks/gloves), wrapping up dolls, bags and purses, posting toys, empty cardboard boxes, feet/hands in mud/sand/water, Russian dolls, wrapping presents, parachutes, tents and tunnels, face painting/on hands
	· Play hide and seek
· Play with bags/containers
· Dig for treasure
· Play with old clothes
· Model language ‘disappeared’, ‘invisible’, ‘hiding’

	Transforming
Exploring the changing states
	· Melting items, using cornflour, mixing e.g. paint, wet/dry sand/mud
	· Explore a range of materials that change states
· Cook and bake

	Positioning
Lining items up and ordering/arranging in groups
	· Setting the table, lining up toys, ordering objects, tidying up, peg boards, loose parts, balancing scales, 
	· Explore colour, size, shape pattern and sequencing
· Order and sort everyday objects
· Use positional language

	Trajectory
Going up and down, dropping items, swinging, kicking
	· Ramps, bubbles, balloon games, pouring water, throwing at target, kicking, guttering, car tracks, kites 
	· Explore movement, indoors/outdoors
· Move under/over/across/through
· Explore different equipment

	Enclosing
Adding boundaries or borders
	· Fences or walls for animals, putting items in boxes, treasure baskets, lidded pots, construction, frame pictures
	· Play with boxes, old sheets, materials
· Play with small world enclosures such as farms and zoos.

	Orientating
Positioning themselves/objects in different positions
	· Hammocks, rope swings, yoga, cloud gazing lying on backs, ladders, rolling down a hill, magnifying glasses, mirrors, binoculars, periscope
	· View things from different perspectives
















































































