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	Key Question: How Do Christian People Express Their Faith Through the Arts?

Key Knowledge:
· The arts play an important role in expressing Christian beliefs and worship.
· Colour, sound, images, and performance help communicate spiritual meaning.
· Not all religions use art in the same way (e.g., Islam avoids depicting God).

Key Vocabulary: Passion Plays, Shrove Tuesday, Mardi Gras, Orthodox Church, Icon, Liturgical colours, Denominations, Church of England, Roman Catholic Church, Methodist, Baptist, Salvation Army, Pentecostal, Evangelical Church, Ramayana

	Key Question: What do people believe happens when someone dies, and how do these beliefs affect their lives?
Key Knowledge
· Different religions (Hinduism, Christianity, Islam, and Humanism) have unique views on life after death.
· Beliefs include resurrection, reincarnation, rebirth, heaven, paradise, and the soul’s liberation.
· Life and death rituals reflect these beliefs and provide comfort in times of grief.
· There are varying interpretations within the same religion.
· Humanist views offer a non-religious perspective focused on remembrance.
Key Vocabulary
Pyre, Dharma, Karma, Ganga, Atman, Resurrection, Rebirth, Reincarnation, Paradise, Heaven, Moksha

	Key Question: What Similarities and Differences Do Religions and Worldviews Share?

Key Knowledge:
· Religions and worldviews share values such as community, compassion, and ethical living.
· Worship practices vary but often meet similar human needs for belonging, reflection, and meaning.
· Differences exist within and across traditions, such as denominations in Christianity or sects in Islam.

Key Vocabulary: Font, Altar, Pulpit, Lectern, Hassocks, Chalice, Patten, Baptistery, Prayer beads, Shoe rack, Wudu, Mihrab, Mimbar, Madrassah, Minaret, Qiblah wall, Atheist, Agnostic, Dome, Sunni, Shia, Humanist

	Key Question: What Happened on the First Easter Sunday?
Key Knowledge: 
· The Easter story includes Jesus’ death, resurrection, and the ascension.
· Christians believe Easter offers hope, forgiveness, and the foundation of the Church.
· There are a range of interpretations and practices across Christian denominations.
Key Vocabulary: Crucifixion, Resurrection, Gospels, Denial, Trial, Apostles, Thomas, Emmaus, Mary Magdalene, Ascension, Holy Spirit, Pentecost

	Key Question: What makes a good religious leader today and how do their roles differ across faiths and societies?
Key Knowledge
· Religious leaders play key roles in spiritual guidance, community support, and social issues.
· Leaders can be found locally and globally (e.g. Imam, Rabbi, Swami, Pope, Dalai Lama).
· Not all religious traditions require formal leaders.
· Leadership qualities are similar across religious and secular roles.
Key Vocabulary
Priest, Minister, Rabbi, Imam, Swami, Monk/Nun, Ordained, Passion Plays, Shrove Tuesday, Ramayana

	Key Question: Can celebrations include people of all faiths and none, and what values do celebrations share across traditions?
Key Knowledge
· Celebrations reflect values, beliefs, and identities across cultures and religions.
· Major religious festivals (Eid, Christmas, Easter) and secular events share common themes like community, sacrifice, and gratitude.
· Inclusivity in celebration design involves respecting different beliefs while creating shared experiences.
Key Vocabulary
Eid-ul-Fitr, Eid-ul-Adha, Christmas, Easter, Hajj, Sacrifice, Fast, Commemoration, Ramadan, Lent, Non-denominational


	Lesson outlines
	Lesson 1: How do people express their faith through art?
Pupils will explore how dance, drama and art express emotions and beliefs in Christianity and other cultures.
Lesson 2: How can colour express religious ideas or feelings?
Children will learn about liturgical colours and design banners or dances representing key Christian festivals.
Lesson 3: How is sculpture used in religion?
Pupils will study Christian icons and create their own symbolic artwork inspired by Orthodox traditions.
Lesson 4: How might music be used as worship?
Children will explore how Christian music conveys worship and design soundtracks inspired by scripture.
Lesson 5: How might drama express faith?
Pupils will view or perform Christian dramas and reflect on how drama deepens understanding of Bible stories.
Lesson 6: What is similar and different about Christian arts to other religions?
Children will compare Christian and Muslim art, considering cultural and theological reasons for differences.

	Lesson 1: What is life like?
Children reflect on life as a journey using metaphors and poetry, exploring what gives life meaning from personal and religious perspectives.
Lesson 2: Living and dying: what do religions and worldviews say?
Pupils compare what different religions (Hindu, Christian, Muslim, Humanist) believe about death and what comes after, and how these beliefs guide how people live.
Lesson 3: What do Hindu people believe about life after death?
Children learn about reincarnation and how karma and dharma influence Hindu rituals around death, including funeral practices and the symbolism of the Ganges River.
Lesson 4: What do Christian people believe about life after death?
Through Bible stories and rituals, children understand resurrection and how Christians express hope in life after death in funeral services and imagery.
Lesson 5: What do Muslim people believe about life after death?
Pupils explore the concept of judgment, paradise, and how Islamic funeral practices reflect a belief in life as a test.
Lesson 6: Is death the end?
Students consider different ways people cope with grief and how rituals, memories, and community support can help during loss.
Lesson 7: Philosophy for Children (P4C) session
Children explore big questions about life and death through storybooks and class discussion, developing empathy and critical thinking.

	Lesson 1: What values and practices do religions and worldviews share?
Children will explore shared values across religions and secular views, including Humanism.

Lesson 2: Why is meeting together important for religious people?
Pupils will explore the community and spiritual role of places of worship through stories and interviews.

Lesson 3 & 4: How is the Church and Mosque important to Christians and Muslims?
Children will visit or study places of worship, examining features, activities, and personal significance to believers.

Lesson 5: What difference do places of worship make in an area?
Pupils will reflect on the wider impact places of worship have on their communities.

Lesson 6: What beliefs do religions and worldviews share?
Children will explore moral principles like the Golden Rule and write stories illustrating shared values.

Lesson 7: What do I want to say to the world about community?
Pupils will create artwork or writing expressing their personal reflections on community inspired by religion.

	Lesson 1: What do people know about the Easter story and where do their ideas come from? (Part 1)
Children will explore the events of Jesus' death using biblical accounts, considering different viewpoints on who was responsible.
Lesson 2: What do people know about the Easter story and where do their ideas come from? (Part 2)
Children will examine resurrection accounts from different eyewitnesses and reflect on the meaning of belief and evidence.
Lesson 3: How do artists show the themes of Jesus' death and resurrection from the gospels?
Children will interpret artwork depicting the resurrection and discuss how visual expression conveys Christian beliefs.
Lesson 4: What other stories explore Easter themes? What symbol can we create together to show these themes? (2 lessons)
Children will explore symbolic Easter stories and collaborate to create a symbol representing Easter's key messages.
Lesson 5: Is Easter the end of the story?
Children will study Jesus' ascension and the role of the Holy Spirit, considering how Easter leads to the birth of the early Church.
Lesson 6: What difference does the Easter story make?
Children will reflect creatively through drama, music or writing on the meaning of Easter for Christians today.

	Lesson 1: Why do we need leaders?
Children explore the need for leadership through role-play and real-life examples, considering what makes someone a good leader.
Lesson 2: What qualities do leaders possess?
Through discussion and writing tasks, pupils identify leadership qualities and apply them by writing job descriptions or application letters.
Lesson 3: Who is an important religious leader in Barking and Dagenham?
Pupils meet or learn about a local religious leader and explore how their role impacts the community.
Lesson 4: Who are important world religious leaders?
Children research global leaders (e.g. Pope, Dalai Lama), learn about their influence, and debate their roles in government and society.
Lesson 5: Can I compare different religious leaders?
Pupils compare leaders across religions, analysing duties, appearance, and personal qualities in creative presentations or written reports.
Lesson 6: What is the difference between a religious leader and a secular leader?
Children explore similarities and differences between religious and non-religious leadership, considering whether leadership always requires faith.

	Lesson 1: Why do we have celebrations?
Children explore the universal need to celebrate, using images and activities to uncover what makes a celebration meaningful, including sad occasions like funerals.
Lesson 2: What is special about celebrations in Islam?
Pupils research Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Adha and discover the cultural and religious diversity within Muslim celebrations.
Lesson 3: What is special about celebrations in Christianity?
Children investigate Christian festivals like Easter and Baptism, understanding their personal and communal significance.
Lesson 4: Can I compare and contrast a Muslim celebration with a Christian celebration?
Through structured comparison activities, pupils explore shared themes and key differences in celebrations, such as fasting, family, and food.
Lesson 5: Is it okay to take part in the celebrations of other religions?
In a class debate, children consider respectful participation across religious boundaries and reflect on personal choices in diverse communities.
Lessons 6 & 7: How can we make a celebration inclusive to everyone?
Pupils design a celebration that reflects values from multiple worldviews. They think critically about what should or should not be included to ensure everyone feels welcome and respected.





