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Introduction

At Eastbury Primary School we base our approach to Religious Education on the following:

· We believe that Religious Education assists in the promotion of the moral, spiritual, cultural and social development of the child preparing them for responsibilities and opportunities they will experience in the future. Religious Education is important for children to understand each other and to break down fear and prejudice.

· In line with British Values, we believe Religious Education should be broadly based, reflecting that Christianity is the main religion of the UK, but taking account of others such as; Islam, Sikhism and Hinduism, who have an importance in the local community. Our scheme of work also references Jewish, Buddhist and world views (Humanism) traditions to widen our children’s understanding of the world.

· We believe that the teaching of Religious Education should be non-sectarian and not confined to purely giving out information. It is an academic discipline and is at the heart of the curriculum. Religious Education does not seek to urge religious or non-religious beliefs on children or to compromise the integrity of their own beliefs by promoting one religion over another.

· We believe that all children should be concerned about wider areas of morality, the difference between right and wrong and the effect that our actions have on others and Religious Education can make a positive contribution to this.

Aims

To foster the development of positive attitudes to encourage pupils to see themselves as an equal, valued, and valid part of the school and community.
To explore the richness and diversity of the school and its community. To reinforce racial equality strategies (PREVENT training).
To promote positive images of people - their beliefs, traditions, colour, culture, language, and history, in the wider community and around the world.
To develop each pupil’s positive self-image.
To reflect on, express and evaluate individual beliefs.
To become responsible for one’s own behavior and to develop a willingness to act according to moral rules and to regulate behavior for the good of another individual or the group.
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[bookmark: Entitlement]Entitlement

The children will be given the opportunity to be taught about the main religions represented in Britain: Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Sikhism and Buddhism. The school will mainly follow the Barking & Dagenham scheme of work.

The minimum annual teaching time for R.E. is 36 hours for KS1 and 45 hours for KS2 per academic year.

RE is timetabled across each phase for each class weekly, in addition RE topics are also discussed through whole school celebration assemblies, class assemblies and Votes for schools (current news, oracy and debate). Other celebrations and special days where RE is linked are for example Languages Day, British values day, Black History month, PSHE lessons, and cross curricular links with History, Geography and Art.

EYFS has RE integrated into People and Communities, Understanding of the World as well developing it throughout other subjects.
The following attainment targets will act as the basis for planning and teaching:

AT1: Learning about religion – (explaining the meaning of religious language, stories, symbolism; explaining similarities/differences.)
AT2: Learning from religion – (give informed responses to religious and moral issues; reflect on one’s own beliefs; identify and respond to questions of meaning).

[bookmark: Organisation]Organisation

Each class will have a timetable of 45 minutes R.E. lesson on a weekly basis.

Teachers will follow the Barking & Dagenham scheme of work for R.E. 
The teaching of R.E. should remain objective and educational in its approach and never to covert or support any religion. It should also attempt to contribute to the spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development of pupils, regardless of their beliefs.

SMSC and Fundamental British Values

Eastbury Primary actively promotes the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.


The school also ensures that there is a rounded program of themes/ assemblies that help to promote pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development, providing clear guidance on what is right and what is wrong.

Religious Education at Eastbury promotes tolerance of and respect for people of all faiths (or those of no faith), cultures and lifestyles.


Inclusion for EAL /SEND/Deaf ARP/ and Gifted and Talented children.

In line with the other school policies, RE aims to meet the needs of all children through planned differentiation and resources. This will include the need to adapt lessons to account for children’s different learning styles, especially those to whom English is an additional language (through use of suitable communication mode, visual aids and EAL teacher and/or Teacher of the Deaf support), children with Specific Special Educational Needs and the Gifted and Talented children (Greater Depth).

The Religious Education Subject Leader:

The Subject Leader has a clear plan of Action Plan for Religious Education over the academic year. The Action Plan outlines the development of RE in relation to this policy, use of resources, monitoring the quality of teaching and learning through observations, planning and book monitoring, analysing assessment data and managing a budget. The Subject Leader is available to help staff to plan for Religious Education where required and will attend relevant courses and network meetings to keep up to date with local and national changes and initiatives.

[bookmark: Resources]Resources

Resources to support the teaching of R.E. are stored in the R.E. cupboard. This is audited regularly.

The scheme of work is uploaded on the school network (SharePoint), with the relevant plans for each year group and selection of templates per lesson for the topics.

The Share point has its own area for RE with PowerPoints, lesson plans and assembly ideas.

At Eastbury Primary School we have a multicultural and multi-faith members of staff. During curriculum presentations sometimes staff contribute to lesson presentations and are interviewed during.


All teachers will use I.T and media to support and enhance pupils understanding of R.E. Teachers will use other resources provided in the ‘Barking & Dagenham’ scheme and other the borough scheme of work.

[bookmark: Assessment_and_Monitoring]Assessment and Monitoring

Coverage of R.E. is monitored termly and half-termly, these include book and planning scrutiny, team planning and team teaching. The monitoring also includes looking at R.E. displays in and around the school. At the end of each topic an evaluation sheet is completed by individual pupils.

Assessment of pupil achievement will also be covered by adhering to school feedback and marking policy. Formative and summative assessments are carried out. Teachers’ use the National Curriculum statements and assessments completed to create a judgement these are levelled as working towards (WT), expected (EX) and greater depth (GD). This is completed twice a year as a baseline and as final progress check.

Assemblies per year group

During each academic year, religious celebration assemblies take place. Parents are invited to these assemblies with different year groups to see the show. Some of the ways that class groups have presented these include music, dancing, story-telling, acting and creative use IT. This has supported in raising awareness of different religions and has supported promoting the diversity of our children, adults and the local community.


	Year group
	Assembly
	Term

	Reception
	Christmas Assembly
	Autumn 2

	Year 1
	Holi Festival
	Spring 2

	Year 2
	Eid Assembly
	Summer 2

	Year 3
	Diwali Assembly
	Autumn 1

	Year 4
	Easter Assembly
	Spring 2

	Year 5
	Festival of Baisakhi
	Summer 1

	Year 6
	Year 6 Leavers performance
	Summer 2





[bookmark: Equal_Opportunities]Equal Opportunities

As set out in the aims, the teaching of R.E. reflects the whole religious community. Children from all backgrounds and gender will be encouraged to express their opinions, thoughts and ideas. This is conducted using school resources and borough wide initiatives including guest speakers, and delivery of positive images from all faiths.

[bookmark: Community_Links]Community Links

The school is committed to active learning with practical first-hand experiences provided for all pupils. This is achieved through visits to local places of worship, special religious events in the borough and by inviting guest speakers from the local community.

[bookmark: Withdrawal_from_RE_lessons]Withdrawal from RE lessons

On arrival at Eastbury Primary School during the home-school visit, parents will have the opportunity to discuss the school’s approach to R.E. This includes the place of worship visits which take place each year giving children the opportunity to visit a Sikh Gurdwara, a Christian Church, a Jewish Synagogue, a Hindu temple, a Muslim Mosque, and a Buddhist Temple.

From the curriculum map which is published on the school website, parents and carers are able to see topics that are being taught in RE each term. If parents feel that their child should not take part in a particular lesson, they need to inform the school in writing. The school notifies parents of key dates each term. This includes the special year group religious celebration assemblies.

Parents/carers have a legal right to withdraw their child from Religious Education. However, it is always hoped that here at Eastbury Primary School we can find a way to keep all children involved in their religious education. Should a parent wish to do so, they must firstly request a meeting with the Headteacher or a member of the senior leadership team to discuss the concerns to come to an agreement. Reference: Claire Clinton R.E. Borough advisor (Barking & Dagenham).

If a parent feels it is necessary for their child not to participate in R.E. lessons the following steps need to be followed:

· Parents must speak to the class teacher or the R.E. coordinator.
· Write a letter to the head teacher asking to withdraw their child or children from R.E. lessons.
· A meeting will be arranged with the head teacher or SLT member after receiving the letter.
· The letter of withdrawal from parents will be presented to the school governing body to look at the case.




· [image: ]If the child is withdrawn from RE lessons, parents will need to provide alternative
R.E. resources for the child.
· The child will be withdrawn from the session will be sent to another class.


R.E. Long term curriculum map 
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