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EXPLORE
Semi-formal Curriculum
PIVATS MILESTONES P4 – P8

	
	Learners who enjoy learning, make progress and achieve
Learners who develop independence
Learners who can communicate with others
Learners who can live safe, healthy and happy lives 
Learners who are part of and make a positive contribution to their community 

	
	Focus for learning: Social understanding and relationships, developing communication, developing skills, knowledge and understanding, developing positive attitudes 


	Implementation
	English and communication


	Maths, Thinking and Learning

	Independence and Preparation for Adulthood 
	The World Around Me

	PSHE and Wellbeing

	Creativity

	Physical Development
and Regulation 
	ICT


	
	Sensory stories 
Reading nook
Role play
Story-telling shelves
Mark Marking 
SALT
AAC/ICT
PECs
Communication Aids 
Eye gaze  
Makaton 
Attention Autism
Communication Boards 
Making choices
Early phonics

	Precision teach approach
Multi- sensory
Numicon
Problem Solving – cause and effect, reasoning (puzzles)
Attention Autism 
Role Play
Exploration and Investigation 
	Communicating choices
Self-help skills
Personal Care
DT – Food and nutrition
Supported independent Living 
Community Visits 
	Shared celebrations
Learning areas in the classroom 
RE
History 
Geography
Science 
Role Play 
Outdoor provision
Forest School
Community visits
Residential visits 
Community Inclusion 

	Circle time 
Assemblies 
Playtimes
Thrive  
Zones of Regulation
PSHE
Attention Autism
Free play/choice
Health/nutrition
Forest School 
Outdoor learning
	Art 
DT
Drama/role play
Dance 
Music 


	PE
Physiotherapy 
Occupational Therapy 
Bikes/scooters
OPAL 
Sensory Circuits
Sensory Room 
Zones of Regulation
Resources in learning areas/outdoors
Community visits
Risk assessments
After School Clubs
	Digital Literacy 
Programming
Coding
E-Safety 




	Impact
	How do we assess: 
PIVATS progress
Graduated Approaches (APDR)
EHCP Annual Reviews
Evidence for Learning against outcomes captured in Learning Journeys (including independent work)
Phonics assessments
Stages of Attention Autism
Stages of Intensive Interaction
Case studies
	How are we achieving our goals:
PIVATS is used to assess and monitor progress over time (and inputted termly into Bromcom) which helps to track and identify individual achievements and next steps;
Observational assessment is central to understanding what the pupil knows and what they can do;
We look at each learner individually and capture holistic progress; 
We use qualitative approaches to assessing children gathering rich data to inform progress and areas for development;
Draw on a wider range of evidence; 
Promoting a broad and engaging curriculum with opportunity for challenge;
Working closely with families and other stakeholders 
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EXPLORE
Semi-formal Curriculum
PIVATS MILESTONES P4 – P8

	Ideas for learning intentions: Autumn Term 1 – This is Me

	English and Communication
	Maths, Thinking and Learning

	Independence and Preparation for Adulthood
	Physical Development and Regulation

	Name Recognition Games: Use name cards for matching, tracing, and decorating. 
"Me" Books: Children create simple books with pages like “My name is…”, “I like…”, “My family…”. 
Show and Tell: Bring a favourite item from home and talk about why it’s special. 
Role Play: Pretend play with family roles (e.g., parent, sibling, pet). 
Feelings Vocabulary: Use mirrors and emotion cards to explore and name feelings.
	Counting Body Parts: “How many fingers do you have?” “How many eyes?” 
Height and Footprint Measuring: Compare sizes with string or blocks. 
Sorting Activities: Sort photos or drawings by hair colour, eye colour, or clothing. 
Birthday Graphs: Create a simple bar chart of children’s birth months. 
Pattern Making: Use beads or stickers to make patterns on “bracelets” or “shirts”. 

	Memory Games: “What did we do yesterday?” or “What’s missing?” with personal items. 
Guess Who?: Use clues to guess which child is being described. 
Self-Portrait Puzzle: Cut up a photo of the child and reassemble it. 
Matching Faces to Names: Use photos to match names and faces. 
Simple Timelines: Sequence events like waking up, eating breakfast, coming to school.
Trips and experiences: Local walk, family session in school.
	Body Movement Songs: “Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes”, “If You’re Happy” etc  
Obstacle Courses: Include crawling, jumping, balancing. 
Yoga for Kids: Simple poses named after animals or emotions. 
Fine Motor Stations: Threading, cutting, drawing, and buttoning. 
Dancing with Scarves or Ribbons: Expressing self through movement. 
Feelings Thermometer: Help children identify and scale emotions. 
Calm Down Kits: Include sensory toys, breathing cards, and soft textures. 
Emotion Puppets: Act out scenarios and solutions. 
Routine Visuals: Help children anticipate transitions and reduce anxiety. 
Safe Words and Signals: Teach how to express when they need help or space. 

	The World Around Me
	ICT
	PSHE and Wellbeing
	Creativity

	Getting Dressed Practice: Use dolls or dress-up clothes. 
Personal Hygiene Routines: Songs and visuals for brushing teeth, washing hands. 
Snack Time Choices: Encourage decision-making and serving themselves. 
Responsibility Roles: “Helper of the day” tasks like tidying or handing out materials. 
Packing My Bag: Practice organizing items for school or outings. 
Nature Walks: Talk about what they see and how it relates to their environment. 
Home Maps: Draw or build models of homes and neighbourhoods. 
Story Sack: The story of Ram and Sita with puppets
Traditions: Exploring the traditions of Diwali with a sensory focus
	Digital Self-Portraits: Use drawing apps or interactive whiteboards. 
Photo Stories: Take pictures of daily routines and narrate them. 
Interactive Games: Use apps that explore emotions, body parts, or family. 
Talking Books: Record children’s voices describing themselves. 
Simple Coding: Use age-appropriate tools like Bee-Bots to navigate to “home” or “school”. 

	Family Tree Collage: Simple drawings or photos of family members. 
Cultural Celebrations: Share traditions, foods, or clothing from different backgrounds. 
Community Helpers: Explore roles like doctors, firefighters, teachers. 
Emotion Check-ins: Use a feelings chart each morning. 
Mindfulness Moments: Breathing exercises or calming jars. 
Friendship Circle Time: Talk about kindness, sharing, and helping. 
Safe Spaces: Create a cozy corner for self-regulation.
	Mirror Drawing: Children look in a mirror and draw themselves using crayons, pencils, or paint. 
Mixed Media Faces: Use yarn for hair, buttons for eyes, and fabric scraps for clothes. 
Paper Plate Faces: Decorate paper plates with facial features using collage materials 
Handprint Trees: Use handprints as leaves and write things they love on each finger. 
Footprint Path: Paint footprints leading to a drawing of their home or favourite place. 
Collage: Children draw or glue pictures of their family members on a large sheet, adding names and decorations. 
Favourite things: Decorate a small box and fill it with drawings or small items that represent their favourite things (e.g., toy, food, animal). 
Decorate names: using glitter, stickers, stamps, or natural materials like leaves and twigs. 


	Useful reading and resources:
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EXPLORE
Semi-formal Curriculum
PIVATS MILESTONES P4 – P8

	Ideas for learning intentions: Autumn Term 2 – Bright Lights, Big City

	English and Communication
	Maths, Thinking and Learning

	Independence and Preparation for Adulthood
	Physical Development and Regulation

	City Sounds Listening Game: Play recordings of traffic, sirens, people talking, and guess the sound. 
Story Time: Read books like “Busy Town” or “Maisy Goes to the City” and discuss what happens in cities. 
Role Play: Set up a pretend café, shop, post office or bus stop and encourage conversation and storytelling. 
City Vocabulary Wall: Introduce words like “skyscraper,” “traffic,” “street,” “lights,” and “building.”
Categorising: Sorting transport by one or two given criteria. Naming transport and matching to who would use it/where it goes.
Christmas letters/lists: compose lists and/or letters orally using symbols/images/words and post them
	Building Block Counting: Use blocks to build towers and count how many were used. 
Shape Hunt: Look for shapes in buildings (e.g., rectangles in windows, circles in wheels). 
Traffic Light Patterns: Use red, yellow, and green to create repeating patterns. 
City Map Grid Games: Use simple grids to navigate from one place to another (e.g., from home to park). 
City vs. Countryside Sorting: Compare and sort images or objects from both settings. 
What Happens Here?: Match places (e.g., hospital, shop, school) with their purpose. 
Problem Solving: “How do we cross a busy road safely?” or “Where do we go if we’re lost?” 
Design a Town: Use blocks or cardboard to plan and build a mini town layout. 
Time: Christmas calendar countdown how many days until Christmas
Measures: Ordering presents by size or weight 
	Shopping Role Play: Practice choosing items, paying with pretend money, and packing bags. 
Crossing the Road Safely: Use toy cars and zebra crossings to teach road safety and as a ‘real-life’ experience.
Using Public Transport: Pretend to buy tickets, wait at a bus stop, and board a bus. 
Daily Routine in the City: Discuss what people do in cities (e.g., go to work, school, shops). 
Trips and experiences: Local walk, visit to the shop, crossing the road.

	City Obstacle Course: Pretend to crossroads, climb stairs, and dodge traffic cones. 
Vehicle Movement Game: Move like cars, buses, bikes, and trains. 
Construction Play: Use large blocks or foam bricks to build city structures. 
Traffic Light Freeze Dance: Red = stop, green = go, yellow = slow. 
Calm Corner in the City: Create a quiet space with soft lights and city-themed books. 
Noise Level Awareness: Use visuals to show when it’s “city loud” or “library quiet.” 
Breathing with the Bus: Pretend to take deep breaths like a bus engine starting and stopping. 
Sensory City Box: Include textures like concrete, metal, and soft lights to explore.
Christmas present wrapping: Wrapping presents of different shapes and sizes

	The World Around Me
	ICT
	PSHE and Wellbeing
	Creativity

	Local Walks: Explore your town or city and talk about what you see and create maps.
Landmark Collage: Create collages of famous buildings or places in your area. 
Exploration: Look at photos of cities at night and talk about electricity and light. 
Jobs in the City: Learn about different roles like police officers, shopkeepers, and builders.
Lights: Experimenting with lights/torches in a dark tent/area
Story Sack: The Christmas Story with nativity characters/scene
Traditions: Exploring the traditions of Christmas linked to real life experiences
	Virtual City Tour: Use tablets or screens to explore famous cities around the world. 
Traffic Light Coding: Use simple coding toys like Bee-Bots to follow traffic light rules. 
Digital Drawing: Create cityscapes using drawing apps. 
Interactive Maps: Explore maps of your town or city and find landmarks. 
Photo Hunt: Take photos of buildings, vehicles, and signs during a walk and discuss them. 
Torches: Using switches to turn torches on/off.
	Stranger Safety: Talk about who is safe to talk to in public places. 
Busy Places and Calm Spaces: Explore how cities can be noisy and how we find quiet. 
Feelings in Crowds: Use puppets or stories to explore how we feel in busy places. 
Kindness in the Community: Role play helping others in shops, parks, or buses.
Road Safety: Talk about crossing the road safely using role play resources. 
	City Skyline Silhouettes: Use black paper and paint bright backgrounds. 
Traffic Light Craft: Create traffic lights with red, yellow, and green circles. 
Build a Skyscraper: Use recycled boxes and decorate with windows and doors. 
Bright Lights Collage: Use foil, glitter, and shiny paper to make city lights at night. 
Bus or Taxi Models: Make vehicles using cardboard and decorate them.
Christmas crafts: wreaths, cards, calendars, tree decorations, cooking


	Useful reading and resources:
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