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                 Geography Curriuclum Overview
                                      UKS2

	
	Cycle 1 
	Cycle 2

	Term
	Autumn 
	Spring
	Autumn 
	Spring

	Enquiry Question
	Would you like to live in the desert?
	Where does our energy come from?
	Why do populations change?
	Why do oceans matter?

	National Curriculum Coverage


	Locational knowledge:
· locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities
· name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 
· identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)
Place knowledge:
· understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America
Human and physical geography:
· describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
· human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
Geographical skills and fieldwork:
· use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 
· use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 
use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

	Unit Outcomes
	Pupils who are secure will be able to:
· Identify the lines of latitude where hot desert biomes are located.
· Describe the characteristics of a hot desert biome.
· Locate the largest deserts in each continent.
· Name and describe the physical features found in a desert.
· Identify how humans use the desert.
· Describe some of the threats to deserts.
· Identify characteristics of two contrasting biomes and compare land use.
	Pupils who are secure will be a 
· Explain why energy is important in our daily lives.
· Identify different types of energy sources and where they come from.
· Understand the difference between renewable and non-renewable energy.
· Describe advantages and disadvantages of different energy sources.
· Locate key UK cities and energy-related features using maps and digital tools.
· Use six-figure grid references and sketch maps to identify and plot features.
· Understand the purpose of the Prime Meridian.
· Describe how transport links for energy and trade have changed over time.
· Suggest suitable locations for energy sources and explain why
	· Pupils who are secure will be able to:

· Identify where most and fewest people live in the world and suggest reasons why
· Describe how the global population has changed over time and what affects birth and death rates.
· Explain what migration is and why people move, including push and pull factors.
· Understand that some people have to leave their homes and discuss reasons why.
· Describe how climate change affects people and suggest ways to help the planet.
· Follow a route on a map and measure distances.
· Suggest a way to improve the local or global environment.
	Pupils who are secure will be able to:

· Describe the water cycle and how it connects to the ocean.
· Explain how humans use the ocean and how it helps regulate Earth’s climate.
· Identify the Great Barrier Reef and explain its importance.
· Describe how human actions affect the ocean and suggest ways to protect it.
· Carry out simple marine fieldwork using suitable methods like tally charts, photos, and sketch maps.
· Present findings clearly using charts and maps.
· Suggest ideas to improve the health of marine environments.
· Stay safe while working in a fieldwork setting.

	Geographical Concepts
1. Locational knowledge
2. Place knowledge
3. Human and physical geography 
4. Geographical skills and fieldwork
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	Key Knowledge 

Includes on-going retrieval of what is not currently being taught.





	· Understand where major deserts are located, including their positions in relation to latitude and continents.
· Know the physical features and vegetation types typical of hot desert biomes.
· Recognise how humans use deserts and the environmental threats they face
· Understand the key differences between contrasting biomes, especially in terms of land use and vegetation.
· Identify factors influencing human settlement and use of natural resources in different environments.
· Know that maps, graphs (line and pie charts), and GIS can be used to present and analyse geographical data.
· Understand that vegetation belts are global patterns of plant life linked to climate and geography.
· Be aware of the Prime/Greenwich Meridian as a key reference in global geography.
· Recognise how humans impact the environment and the importance of sustainable land use.
	· Know that natural resources are used to produce energy.
· Know the difference between renewable and non-renewable energy sources.
· Know the location of major UK cities and the purpose of the Prime Meridian.
· Understand that human activity can have both positive and negative effects on the environment.
· Know that maps and grid references help us locate features and energy sources.
· Know how to collect and use different types of data, including opinions (qualitative data).
· Understand how to carry out simple data collection methods like interviews or surveys.
	· The global population has increased a lot since the 1950s.
· People choose where to build settlements based on things like resources, jobs, and safety.
· Migration is when people move from one place or country to another.
· Some areas in the UK, like London and the South East, have higher populations than others.
· The UK is made up of different counties, cities, and twelve main regions.
· Many countries and major cities in Europe and the Americas can be named and located.
· Human activity can harm the environment.
· Qualitative data is based on opinions and descriptions.
· GIS is a digital tool used to make and study maps
· Pie charts show data in parts or percentages of a whole.
· There are different ways to collect data, and these can be used to learn about local issues.
	· To know the location of key physical features in countries studied. 
· To know why the ocean is important. 
· To know some positive impacts of humans on the environment.  
· To know some negative impacts of humans on the environment. 
· To know that GIS is a digital system that creates and manages maps, used to support analysis for enquiries.
· To know that a pie chart can represent a fraction or percentage of a whole set of data. 
· To be aware of some issues in the local area. 
· To know what a range of data collection methods look like. 
· To know how to use a range of data collection methods.


	Key Skills







	· Use maps, atlases, globes, and digital tools to locate countries, major cities, and key physical and human features.
· Identify climate zones, biomes, and vegetation belts on maps and describe global patterns.
· Use latitude and longitude (including the Prime/Greenwich Meridian) to describe location and understand time zones.
· Describe and compare environmental regions, including how and why they have changed over time.
· Explain how climate affects land use, settlement, and trade.
· Describe how humans use desert environments and respond to different biomes.
· Recognise the causes and impacts of climate change on different environments.
· Understand the distribution and use of natural resources and their link to economic activity and trade.
·   Explain migration using ‘push’ and ‘pull’ factors.
·  Identify how human activity affects the environment both positively and negatively.
· Use and interpret maps at different scales, including contour maps.
·   Analyse and interpret data from graphs, pie charts, and real-time sources.
·  Ask and answer geographical questions using map evidence and fieldwork findings.

	· Locate UK cities and key global countries using maps, atlases, and digital mapping.
· Identify and describe key physical and human features related to energy and trade.
· Use four- and six-figure grid references and map symbols to locate features on OS maps.
· Understand the use of longitude, latitude, and the Prime Meridian when describing location.
· Explore how land use and transport links have changed over time using map evidence.
· Use maps to investigate global energy sources and trading routes.
· Understand how natural resources and climate affect land use, trade, and settlement.

· Recognise positive and negative human impacts on the environment, including climate change.
· Ask and answer enquiry questions using fieldwork and collected data.
· Plan and carry out simple data collection methods (e.g. interviews or questionnaires).
· Present findings using charts, sketch maps, drawings, and digital tools.
· Draw conclusions from fieldwork and data to explain geographical patterns or changes.
	· Locate countries, cities, and regions in the UK, Europe, and the Americas using maps and digital tools.
· Use atlases, globes, and digital maps to describe human and physical features.
· Use OS maps confidently, including grid references, compass points, and symbols.
· Follow and plan routes using map skills.
· Recognise and describe how places change over time due to physical and human factors.
· Explain how people respond to and impact their environments in different places.
· Understand how climate and environment affect where people live, trade, and work.
· Suggest reasons for population growth and why people migrate.
· Describe the causes and effects of climate change and suggest different viewpoints and actions.
· Identify geographical issues in different places and suggest solutions.
· Ask and investigate their own geographical questions.
· Plan and carry out fieldwork using a range of methods (e.g. surveys, interviews, observations, Likert scales).
· Use GIS to map and compare data.
· Present findings clearly using maps, charts, drawings, graphs, photos, and written work.
· Analyse data and draw conclusions from fieldwork.
· Evaluate evidence and suggest ways to improve enquiries.
	· Use maps, atlases, globes, and digital tools to locate countries, cities, and key physical and human features.
· Identify climate zones and environmental regions, and explain how climate affects land use, trade, and settlement.
· Understand and describe how people affect and respond to different environments, including the impact of climate change.
· Use different types of maps (including thematic and OS) for specific purposes and to explore global issues like trade and climate.
· Select and use appropriate methods for fieldwork, including sketch maps, tally charts, sampling, and digital tools like GIS.
· Present geographical data clearly using graphs, charts, annotated images, drawings, and digital media.
· Plan and carry out enquiries, choosing the best data collection methods and evaluating their findings.
· Analyse and draw conclusions from quantitative and qualitative data, including line graphs and pie charts.

	Key Vocabulary
	Agriculture, airstrip, arid, barren, biome, climate, desert, desertification, drought, flash, flood, mesa, mining, mushroom rock, national park, natural arch nature reserve, rainfall, ranching, renewable energy, salt flat, sand dune, sparse, time zone, tourist attraction, vegetation, weather

	Biofuel, coal, consumption, contour line, crude oil, dam, emissions, energy source, hydropower, natural gas, non-renewable, nuclear power, Prime Meridian, producer, regenerate, renewable, replenish, sea level, solar power, time zone, urban planner, windpower, six-figure grid reference

	air pollution, birth rate, cartogram, climate, climate change, conclusions, death rate, deforestation, densely populated, digital technologies, fossil fuels, greenhouse gases, impact, improvements, involuntary, Likert scale, migrants, migration, natural increase, noise pollution, population, population density, population distribution, pull factors,
push factors, qualitative, quantitative, refugee, region, sparsely populated, voluntary

	Atmosphere, biodegradable, buffer, coral bleaching, coral reef, decompose, digital map, disposable, ecology, ecosystem, erosion, geology, habitat, human footprint, marine, microplastics, natural disaster, ocean current, policy, renewable energy, single use plastic, species, water cycle


	Visits / Experience
	N/A
	School field 
	Middlesbrough Town Centre
	Redcar Beach 

	Lesson sequence 
	
Y5/6 (A): Lesson 1: What is a hot desert biome?
To summarise the characteristics of a desert biome.

 Y5/6 (A): Lesson 2: Where are deserts located?
To locate and explore features of deserts.

 Y5/6 (A): Lesson 3: What physical features are found in a desert?
To describe the physical features of a desert environment.

 Y5/6 (A): Lesson 4: How can people use deserts?
To explain the different ways humans can use deserts.

 Y5/6 (A): Lesson 5: What are the threats to deserts?
To describe some of the threats facing deserts.

 Y5/6 (A): Lesson 6: Would you like to live in the desert?
To explore the similarities and differences between two physical environments.
	Y5/6 (A): Lesson 1: Why is energy important?
To know why energy sources are important.

 Y5/6 (A): Lesson 2: What is renewable energy?
To understand the benefits and drawbacks of different energy sources.

 Y5/6 (A): Lesson 3: How does the United States generate energy?
To understand how energy is generated in the United States.

 Y5/6 (A): Lesson 4: How does the United Kingdom generate energy?
To know how energy sources are distributed in an area.

 Y5/6 (A): Lesson 5: What is the best way to generate energy?
To explain reasons for choosing an energy source.

 Y5/6 (A): Lesson 6: Where is the best place for a solar panel on the school grounds?
To collect and present data on where to position a solar panel on the school grounds.


	Lesson 1: How is the global population changing?
To understand the change and distribution of the global population.

 Lesson 2: What are birth and death rates?
To define birth and death rates and describe why they change.

Lesson 3: Why do people migrate?
To recognise the push and pull factors influencing migration.

Lesson 4: How is climate change impacting the population?
To begin to understand the impact climate change can have on the global population.

 Lesson 5: How is population impacting our environment?: Data collection
To collect data showing how population impacts the amount of traffic and litter in an area.

Lesson 6: How is population impacting our environment?: Findings
To write a report on the fieldwork process, analyse findings and make suggestions to improve a situation.
	
Lesson 1: How do we use our oceans?
To explain the importance of our oceans.

 Lesson 2: What is the Great Barrier Reef?
To locate and describe the significance of the Great Barrier Reef.

Lesson 3: Why are our oceans suffering?
To explain the impact humans have on coral reefs and oceans.

Lesson 4: What can we do to help our oceans?
To understand ways to keep our oceans healthy and begin planning a fieldwork enquiry.

Lesson 5: How littered is our marine environment? – Data collection
To collect data on the types of litter polluting a marine environment.

Lesson 6: How littered is our marine environment? – Findings
To present, analyse and evaluate data collected.
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