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                 Art Curriuclum Overview
                                      UKS2

	
	Cycle 1 

	Term
	Autumn 

	Autumn/Spring
	Spring
	Spring/Summer

	Focus
	UKS2 - Painting and mixed media
Portraits
	UKS2 - Drawing
I need space
	UKS2 - Sculpture and 3D
Making memories
	UKS2 - Craft and design
Photo

	Outcomes
	Pupils who are secure will be able to:
· Use words creatively to outline a portrait.
· Experiment with materials and compositions for backgrounds.
· Communicate ideas clearly when planning a photo portrait.
· Make decisions about positioning and layout in their artwork.
· Create a successful print.
· Use art vocabulary to discuss and compare portraits.
· Find and summarise key facts from a website.
· Express and explain their opinion of an artwork.
· Experiment with techniques to adapt photo portraits.
· Create a self-portrait that represents something personal.
· Reflect on how material and composition choices affect their final piece.
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· Create a successful print.
· Use art vocabulary to discuss and compare portraits.
· Find and summarise key facts from a website.
· Express and explain their opinion of an artwork.
· Experiment with techniques to adapt photo portraits.
· Create a self-portrait that represents something personal.
· Reflect on how material and composition choices affect their final piece.

	Pupils who are secure will be able to:
· Discuss and reflect on the work of artists with different styles.
· Plan and create a sculpture to express ideas or memories.
· Use drawings and written notes to develop and communicate sculpture ideas.
· Cut shapes accurately and use materials effectively.
· Translate a 2D plan into a 3D sculpture with technical skill.
· Work independently, experiment confidently, and refine their work.
· Reflect thoughtfully on creative choices and personal progress.

	Pupils who are secure will be able to:
· Explain and apply the concept of photomontage.
· Select and combine images to create an effective composition.
· Use photography tools and editing software confidently.
· Show understanding of an artist’s style (e.g. Edward Weston) through their own work.
· Plan and take well-composed, focused photographs.
· Use a grid to support accurate drawing and painting from photographs.
· Produce a final image with tonal variation to achieve a photo-realistic effect.
· Reflect on and discuss their creative choices and outcomes.


	Substantive Knowledge 






	Formal elements:
· Colour can express feelings or atmosphere (e.g. warm vs cool colours).
· Pattern adds expressive detail.
· Tone helps separate foreground and background.
Knowledge of artists:
· Artists are influenced by culture, politics, and technology.
· Self-portraits can express identity.
· Artists choose and combine materials to create specific effects.
Evaluating and analysing:
· Art can explore identity and ideas.
· Discussing and comparing artwork supports improvement and deeper understanding.

	Formal elements:
· Shape and line guide composition and viewer focus.
· Texture can be created on different materials.
Knowledge of artists:
· Artists respond to their surroundings (e.g. culture, politics).
· They borrow from other times and cultures.
· They select and combine media to create specific effects.
Evaluating and analysing:
· Art reflects trends and fashions.
· Art can be explored through discussion, galleries, or online.
· Talking about and evaluating art helps improve it.

	Formal Elements:
· Colours can have different meanings in different cultures.
· Texture and materials can suggest form in flat (2D) art.
· Understanding shape and space helps with strong composition.
· Line is not just for drawing—it’s used across many art forms.
· Patterns can be made in lots of ways, like repeated shapes or brush marks.
Knowledge of Artists:
· Artists use symbols to share meaning.
· Art can be used to protest or express strong opinions.
· Artists tell stories through their work, often reflecting their time.
· Some artists respond to feelings or ideas using abstract forms.
· Artists often take creative risks and invent new ways to work.
· Some artists collect and arrange objects to make ‘assemblage’ art.
Evaluating and Analysing:
· Art can be abstract and not show real things.
· It can represent feelings, memories, or opinions.
· Some art is made to get a reaction.
· Art can help people express who they are.

	Formal Elements:
· Colours can carry different meanings in different cultures.
· Understanding shape and space helps build strong compositions.
· Lines are used in many art forms, not just drawing.
· Patterns can be made in different ways, such as repeated shapes or brushstrokes.
Knowledge of Artists:
· Artists use symbols to share meaning.
· Art can tell personal or historical stories.
· Artists take creative risks that can lead to new ideas and techniques.
Evaluating and Analysing:
· Art can be abstract and doesn’t have to look realistic.
· Art can show memories, emotions, or opinions—including political ones.
· Art includes digital forms like photography.
· Art reflects identity and can be shaped by new technology.
· People have different opinions about what makes art valuable.


	Key Skills







	Generating ideas:
· Develop ideas more independently from their own research. Explore and record their plans, ideas and evaluations to develop their ideas towards an outcome.
Using sketchbooks:
· Confidently use sketchbooks for purposes including recording observations and research, testing materials and working towards an outcome more independently.
Making skills:
· Work with a range of media with control in different ways to achieve different effects, including experimenting with the techniques used by other artists.
· Combine a wider range of media, e.g. photography and digital art effects.
· Create in a more sustained way, revisiting artwork over time and applying their understanding of tone, texture, line, colour and form.
Knowledge of artists: 
· Research and discuss the ideas and approaches of artists across a variety of disciplines, being able to describe how the cultural and historical context may have influenced their creative work.
· Discuss how artists create work with the intent to create an impact on the viewer.
· Consider what choices can be made in their own work to impact their viewer.
Evaluating and analysing:
· Discuss the processes used by themselves and by other artists, and describe the particular outcome achieved.
· Use their knowledge of tools, materials and processes to try alternative solutions and make improvements to their work.
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	Generating ideas:
· Draw upon their experience of creative work and their research to develop their own starting points for creative outcomes.
Using sketchbooks:
· Using a systematic and independent approach, research, test and develop ideas and plans using sketchbooks.
Making skills:
· Create expressively in their own personal style and in response to their choice of stimulus, showing the ability to develop artwork independently.
· Combine materials and techniques appropriate to fit with ideas. 
· Work in a sustained way over several sessions to complete a piece, including working collaboratively on a larger scale and incorporating the formal elements of art.
Knowledge of artists: 
· Describe, interpret and evaluate the work, ideas and processes used by artists across a variety of disciplines, being able to describe how the cultural and historical context may have influenced their creative work.
· Recognise how artists use materials to respond to feelings and memory and choose materials, imagery, shape and form to create personal pieces.
· Understand how art forms such as photography and sculpture continually develop over time as artists seek to break new boundaries.
Evaluating and analysing:
· Give reasoned evaluations of their own and others’ work which takes account of context and intention.
· Explain how art can be created to cause reaction and impact and be able to consider why an artist chooses to use art in this way.
· Independently use their knowledge of tools, materials and processes to try alternative solutions and make improvements to their work.
· Art doesn’t have to be a literal representation of something; it can sometimes be imagined and abstract.
· Art can represent abstract concepts, like memories and experiences. 
· Sometimes people make art to create reactions.
· People use art as a means to reflect on their unique characteristics.

	Generating ideas:
· Draw upon their experience of creative work and their research to develop their own starting points for creative outcomes.
Using sketchbooks:
· Using a systematic and independent approach, research, test and develop ideas and plans using sketchbooks.
Making skills:
· Create expressively in their own personal style and in response to their choice of stimulus, showing the ability to develop artwork independently.
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.


	Lessons
	Lesson 1: Poem portrait
Lesson 2: Developing drawings
Lesson 3: Self-portraits
Lesson 4: Changing faces
Lesson 5: Mixed-media portraits

	Lesson 1: Space imagery
Lesson 2: Drawing decisions
Lesson 3: Teis Albers
Lesson 4: A vision of the future
Lesson 5: Revisiting ideas
	Lesson 1: Exploring self
Lesson 2: Relief sculptures
Lesson 3: Memory museum
Lesson 4: Memory sculpture
Lesson 5: Complete and reflect
	Lesson 1: Photomontage
Lesson 2: Macro photography
Lesson 3: Digital art
Lesson 4: Recreating paintings
Lesson 5: Photorealistic self-portraits


	Key Vocabulary
	art medium
atmosphere
background
carbon paper
collage
composition
continuous line drawing
evaluate
justify
mixed media
monoprint
multi media
paint wash
portrait
printmaking
represent
research
self-portrait
texture
transfer

	cold war
collagraph
collagraphy
composition
culture
decision
develop
evaluate
futuristic
imagery
printing plate
printmaking
process
propaganda
purpose
repetition
Retrofuturism
revisit
space race
stimulus
technique
	assemblage
attribute
collection
composition
embedded
expression
identity
juxtaposition
literal
manipulate
originality
pitfall
relief
representation
sculpture
self
symbolic
tradition
	album
arrangement
cityscape
composition
Dada
digital
editing
emulate
focus
frame
grid
image
layout
macro
monochromatic
monochrome
photography
photomontage
photorealism
photorealistic
portrait
pose
prop
proportion
recreate
replacement
saturation
software

	Visits / Experience
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