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External Visitors Policy

1. Introduction

The academy aims to create an ethos where children feel valued, listened to and
understood. Children are made aware that their happiness and safety are
important. The academy is committed to ensuring that all staff and volunteers
receive training on Child Protection, including the school’s policy; the staff code of
conduct; the identity of the Designated Persons; and a copy of Part One of
“Keeping children safe in education” (Sept 21) and PREVENT (2015). All staff
receive annual training, and there is induction training for all newly appointed staff
and volunteers.

Visitors are very welcome to Easterside Academy. Indeed, they often make an
important contribution to the life and work of the school in many different ways. The
learning opportunities and experience they bring are encouraged and appreciated.

It is the school’s responsibility, however, to ensure that the security and well-being
of its pupils is uncompromised at all times. The school is equally responsible to the
whole school community for ensuring that visitors comply with the guidelines
herein.

This policy should be read in conjunction with the following policies:

v Volunteers Policy

v' Safeguarding Policy

v" Preventing Radicalisation Policy

v' Recruitment Safeguarding Policy

v Visits / Learning Outside the Classroom (LOtC) Policy
2. Policy Responsibility

The Principal is the member of staff responsible for implementation, co-ordination and
review of this policy.

3. Aim

To safeguard all children under this school’s responsibility both during school hours
curriculum and out of hours activities which are arranged by the school. The
ultimate aim is to ensure that Easterside Academy can learn and enjoy extra-
curricular experiences, in an environment where they are safe from harm.

4. Objectives

To have in place a clear protocol and procedure for the admittance of external
visitors to the school which is understood by all staff, Governors, visitors and
parents and conforms to child protection guidelines as set out by “Keeping children
safe in education” (September 2021) and PREVENT (2015).

5. Where and to whom the policy applies
The school is deemed to have control and responsibility for its pupils anywhere on

the school site, during normal school hours, during after school activities, and on
school organised (and supervised) off-site activities.
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The policy applies to:

1 All teaching and non-teaching staff employed by the school;

0 All external visitors entering the school site during the school day or for after
school activities (including sports coaches and topic related visitors e.g. authors);
0 All Governors of the school / Trust;

[ All parents (particularly parent volunteers);

0 All pupils;

[0 Education personnel (Local Authority; Inspectors);

1 Buildings and Maintenance Contractors.

6. Protocol and Procedures
Visitors invited to the school:

a) Before a visitor is invited to the school, the Principal should be informed, with a clear
explanation as to the relevance and purpose of the visit and intended date and time of
the visit. Permission must be granted by the Principal before a visitor is asked to come
into school. Staff should complete an ‘External Visitor form (Appendix 1). If the visitor/s
is in relation to providing and supporting Learning Outside the Classroom (LOtC) ,
depending on what the external provider is doing, the Principal may have to ensure that
the educational quality and risk management level is appropriate e.g. by checking
accreditation such as the LOtC Quality Badge.

b) When inviting visitors to the school they should be asked to bring in formal
identification with them at the time of their visit and be informed of the procedure for
visitors as set out below. Any accreditations required should be sought and checked
prior to the visitor/s coming into school by the Principal.

¢) Regular visitors will be asked to read and sign our ‘Safeguarding for Visitors
Disclaimer’. This includes all volunteers.

o All visitors must report to the School Office first — do not enter the school via
any other entrance;

o Atreception, all visitors must state the purpose of their visit and who has invited
them. They should be ready to produce formal identification.

o All visitors will be asked to sign in at the School Office.
All visitors will be required to wear an identification badge.

Regular visitors and volunteers will be asked to read and complete the
‘Safeguarding for Visitors Disclaimer’ on their first visit. They will be given a
copy to retain. Copies are kept in the main office.

o Visitors will then be escorted to their point of contact OR their point of contact
will be asked to come to the School Office to receive the visitor. The contact will
then be responsible for them while they are on site.

o Visitors should never be left whilst they are on the school premises, and never
with children.

On departing the school, visitors should leave via the School Office and:

o Sign out electronically at the main office;
o Return the identification badge to the School Office.
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7. Unknown / Uninvited visitors to the school

e Any visitor to the school site who is not wearing an identity badge should be
challenged politely to enquire who they are and their business at the school.

e They should then be escorted to the School Office to sign in and be issued with
an identity badge. The procedures in ‘6’ then apply.

¢ Inthe event that the visitor refuses to comply, they should be asked to leave the
site immediately and the Principal and Vice Principal (or the Teacher-in-Charge)
should be informed promptly.

e The Principal / Vice Principal (or the Teacher-in-Charge) will consider the
situation and decide if it is necessary to inform the police or initiate the ‘Lock
Down’ Policy.

¢ If an unknown / uninvited visitor becomes abusive or aggressive, they will be
asked to leave the site immediately and warned that if they fail to leave the
school grounds, police assistance will be called for. The Lock Down Policy
procedures may be initiated at this point. (See separate Lock Down Policy
procedures).

8. Staff Development

As part of their Induction, new staff will be made aware of this policy for
External Visitors and asked to ensure compliance with its procedures at all
times.

9. Monitoring and Evaluation

The suitability and impact of all visitors invited into school to work with the
children will be assessed at the end of each visit and a decision made as to
further involvement.

10. Specific Guidance Check list for member of staff organising visits from
external agencies

v' Speakers at assemblies / class lessons etc. need to be initially cleared through
the Principal.

v' Ensure that the visitor / external agency complements the school’s planned
programme or scheme of work.

v' Ensure that you have a clear outline of what the visitor is going to talk about
with the children and / or do e.g. activities.

v'If an external provider linked to LOtC, accreditation may need to be checked by
the Principal.

See below:
Appendix 1 : External Visitor / Speaker Request Form
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EASTERSIDE ACADEMY

External Speaker Request Form

All staff must complete one of these forms and have it signed by the Principal before inviting an
external speaker into school.

Member of staff requesting /
organising external speaker /
visitor:

Possible date/s for external
speaker:

Year Group/s and/or classes
involved:

Relevance / Purpose of the Visitor:

Where have you found out about
this external speaker / visitor?

Have they been recommended? YES/NO

Have we had them in school YES /NO

before?

Have you a clear outline from the YES /NO

external speaker / visitor as to what

they are going to talk about? What Please share these with the Head Teacher if you
activities they are going to do? are unsure about any of the possible content etc.

Principal’s Signature:

Date:

NB: Visitors are not allowed to bring USB pens into school for presentations.
Where possible get them to email through their presentation in advance.




