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History Concepts Overview
Whole School

	
	Cycle 1 


	Enquiry Question
	Chronology
	Evidence and Interpretation
	Cause and Consequence
	Change and Continuity
	Similarities and Differences
	Historical Significance 

	KS1: Why was the fire so great?
	I can place events,
artefacts and historical
ﬁgures on a timeline.

I can use dates where appropriate. 


	I can observe or handle
evidence to ask questions
and ﬁnd answers to questions about the past. 

	I can explain the causes
of the Great Fire of
London and what the
consequences were.

	I can describe what
changed after the Great
Fire of London and how
these changes have
continued through to the
21st century.

	I can use artefacts and diary entries to compare similarities and differences. 

I can identify some of the different ways the past has been represented. 
	I can describe signiﬁcant
people from the past and
explain why they are
important.

I can name a monarch.


	KS1: How did we learn to fly?

	To know that beyond living memory is more than 100 years ago.

Sequencing up to six photographs, focusing on the intervals between events.

Placing events on a timeline, building on times studied in Year 1.

Beginning to recognise how long each event lasted.

Knowing where people/events studied fit into a chronological framework.
	To know that historians use evidence from sources to find out more about the past.

To know that the past is represented in different ways

Using artefacts, photographs and visits to museums to ask and answer questions about the past.
Making simple observations about a source or artefact.

Using sources to show an understanding of historical concepts (see above).
Identifying a primary source.
Recognising different ways in which the past is represented (including eye-witness accounts).
Comparing pictures or photographs of people or events in the past
Developing their own interpretations from photographs and written sources.
	To know that changes may come about because of improvements in technology

Asking questions about why people did things, why events happened and what happened as a result.

Recognising why people did things, why events happened and what happened as a result.
	Recognising some things which have changed/stayed the same as the past.

Identifying simple reasons for changes.
	Finding out about people, events and beliefs in society.
	To know that some events are more significant than others.

To know the impact of a historical event on society

To know that ‘historically significant’ people are those who changed many people’s lives.

Discussing who was important in a historical event.

	LKS2: Would you have preferred to live in the Stone, Bronze or Iron age?
	To know that history is divided into periods of history e.g. ancient times, middle ages and modern.

To know that BC means 'before Christ' and is the term used to date the years before Jesus was born

To know that Anno Domini (AD) is Latin for 'in the Year of the Lord,' and is the term used to date the years after Jesus was born.

To know that prehistory is the period of time before written methods and stretches until the Roman invasion in AD43.

To know that prehistory is divided into the Paleolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age periods.

To know that the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age periods are named after the materials that were commonly used to make tools.

Sequencing events on a timeline, referring to times studied in KS1 to see where these fit in.

Understanding that history is divided into periods of history e.g. ancient times, middle ages and modern.

Using dates to work out the interval between periods of time and the duration of historical events or periods.

Using BC/AD/Century.

Beginning to develop a chronologically secure knowledge of local, British and world history across the periods studied.

Placing the time studied on a timeline

Using dates and terms related to the unit and passing of time e.g. millennium, continuity and ancient.

Noticing connections over a period of time.
	To know that archaeological evidence can be used to find out about the past.
To know that we can make inferences and deductions using images from the past.
To know that archaeological evidence has limitations: it does not give all the answers or tell us about the emotions of people from the past.
To know that assumptions made by historians can change in the light of new evidence.
Using a range of sources to find out about a period.
Using evidence to build up a picture of a past event.
Observing the small details when using artefacts and pictures.
Exploring different representations from the period e.g. archaeological evidence, museum evidence, cartoons and books.
Evaluating the usefulness of different sources.

	Identifying reasons for historical events, situations and changes.
	To know that change can be brought about by advancements in transport and travel.

To know that change can be brought about by advancements in materials

To know that change can be brought about by advancements in trade

Identifying reasons for change and reasons for continuities.

Identifying what the situation was like before the change occurred.

Comparing different periods of history and identifying changes and continuity
Describing the changes and continuity between different periods of history.

Identifying the links between different societies.
	Identifying reasons for historical events, situations and changes.

Explaining similarities and differences between daily lives of people in the past and today.

Identifying similarities and differences between social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity in Britain and the wider world.
	To know that significant archaeological findings are those which change how we see the past.



	LKS2: Why did the Romans invade and settle in Britain?
	To know that history is divided into periods of history e.g. ancient times, Middle Ages and modern.

To know that BC means 'before Christ' and is the term used to date the years before Jesus was born

To know that Anno Domini (AD) is Latin for 'in the Year of the Lord,' and is the term used to date the years after Jesus was born.

To know that prehistory is the period of time before written methods and stretches until the Roman invasion in AD43.

Understanding that history is divided into periods of history e.g. ancient times, Middle Ages and modern.

Using dates to work out the interval between periods of time and the duration of historical events or periods.

Using BC/AD/Century.

Beginning to develop a chronologically secure knowledge of local, British and world history across the periods studied.

Placing the time studied on a timeline

Using dates and terms related to the unit and passing of time e.g. millennium, continuity and ancient.

Noticing connections over a period of time.
	To know that archaeological evidence can be used to find out about the past.
To know that we can make inferences and deductions using images from the past.
To know that assumptions made by historians can change in the light of new evidence.
Using a range of sources to find out about a period.
Using evidence to build up a picture of a past event.
Observing the small details when using artefacts and pictures.
Identifying the differences between different sources and giving reasons for the ways in which the past is represented.
Exploring different representations from the period e.g. archaeological evidence, museum evidence, cartoons and books.
Evaluating the usefulness of different sources.
Recalling some important people and events

Identifying who is important in historical sources and accounts.


	To know that the actions of people can be the cause of change (eg. Lord Shaftesbury).

Identifying the consequences of events and the actions of people.

Identifying reasons for historical events, situations and changes.
	To know that change can be brought about by advancements in materials

Identifying what the situation was like before the change occurred.

Comparing different periods of history and identifying changes and continuity
Describing the changes and continuity between different periods of history.

Identifying the links between different societies.
	Identifying reasons for historical events, situations and changes.

Explaining similarities and differences between daily lives of people in the past and today.

Identifying similarities and differences between social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity in Britain and the wider world.
	Comparing significant people and events across different time periods.

	UKS2: What did the Greeks ever do for us?
	To understand the term “century” and how dating by centuries works. (e.g. the 1500s are known as the 16th century) Chronological awareness 

To know relevant dates and relevant terms for the period and period labels e.g.Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age, Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, Romans, Tudors, Greeks, Maya , and Victorians.

To understand that historical periods have characteristics that distinguish them. 

To understand how to work out durations of periods and events. 

To understand how to represent a scale on a timeline.

Sequencing events on a timeline, comparing where it fits in with times studied in previous year groups.

Using the terms AD and BC in their work. 

Using relevant dates and relevant terms for the period and period labels e.g.Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age 

 Developing a chronologically secure understanding of British, local and world history across the periods studied. 

Placing the time, period of history and context on a timeline. 

Relating current study on timeline to other periods of history studied.

Comparing and making connections between different contexts in the past.
	To know that we must consider a source’s audience, purpose, creator and accuracy to determine if it is a reliable source. Historical interpretations

To understand that there are different interpretations of historical figures and events.

Recognising primary and secondary sources. Sources of evidence 
Using a range of sources to find out about a particular aspect of the past.

Describing how secondary sources are influenced by the beliefs, cultures and time of the author.

Comparing accounts of events from different sources

Evaluating the usefulness of historical sources.

Addressing and devising historically valid questions. 

Understanding that different evidence creates different conclusions. 

Evaluating the interpretations made by historians
	To know that change can be brought about by conflict.

Giving reasons for historical events, the results of historical events, situations and changes. Cause and consequence 

Starting to analyse and explain the reasons for, and results of historical events, situations and change.
	Making links between events and changes within and across different time periods / societies. Change and continuity 

 Identifying the reasons for changes and continuity. 

Describing the links between main events, similarities and changes within and across different periods/studied.

Describing the links between different societies. 

Explaining the reasons for changes and continuity using the vocabulary and terms of the period as well.  
Analysing and presenting the reasons for changes and continuity.




	Describing similarities and differences between social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity in Britain and the wider world. Similarities and differences 

Making links with different time periods studied.

Describing change throughout time.
	Identifying significant people and events across different time periods. Historical significance 

Comparing significant people and events across different time periods. 

Explain the significance of events, people and developments.

	UKS2: Were the Viking raiders, traders or something else?
	To understand that historical periods have characteristics that distinguish them.

To understand how to represent a scale on a timeline. 

 To understand how to create their own timeline selecting significant events.

Putting dates in the correct century. 

Using the terms AD and BC in their work. 

Using relevant dates and relevant terms for the period and period labels e.g.Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age 

 Developing a chronologically secure understanding of British, local and world history across the periods studied. 

Placing the time, period of history and context on a timeline. 

Relating current study on timeline to other periods of history studied.
	Recognising primary and secondary sources.

Using a range of sources to find out about a particular aspect of the past.

Identifying bias in a source and identifying the value of the sources to historical enquiry and the limitations of sources.

Suggesting explanations for different versions of events.

Identifying how conclusions have been arrived at by linking sources

Understanding that different evidence creates different conclusions. 

To know that we must consider a source’s audience, purpose, creator and accuracy to determine if it is a reliable source.

	
	To know that change can be brought about by conflict.

Making links between events and changes within and across different time periods / societies.
	Describing similarities and differences between social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity in Britain and the wider world.
	Comparing significant people and events across different time periods.
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