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                 History Curriuclum Overview
                                      LKS2

	
	Cycle 1 
	Cycle 2

	Term
	Autumn 
	Spring
	Autumn 
	Spring

	Enquiry Question
	Would you prefer to have lived in the Stone Age, Bronze Age or Iron Age?
	Why did the Romans invade and settle in Britain?
	What did the ancient Egyptians believe?
	How did the achievements of the Ancient Maya impact their society and beyond?

	Quality text:
	
	
	
	

	National Curriculum Coverage


	· Pupils should be taught about: changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age
	· Pupils should be taught about: the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain
	· Pupils should be taught about: the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China
	· Pupils should be taught about: a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300.

	Unit Outcomes
	Pupils who are secure will be able to:
· Understand that prehistory was a long time ago.
· Accurately place AD and BC on a timeline.
· Explain how bronze was better than stone and how it transformed farming.
· Explain how trade increased during the Iron Age and why coins were needed.
· Identify changes and continuities between the Neolithic and Iron Age periods.
· Explain which period they would prefer to have lived in, providing evidence for their choice.
	Pupils who are secure will be able to:

· Explain what was important to people in Ancient Rome.
· Analyse the different reasons for the Roman invasion of Britain.
· Explain how the Celts responded to the Roman invasion.
· Explain how the Roman army’s structure, discipline and equipment made it so successful.
· Use artefacts to make deductions about the lives of Roman soldiers in Britain.
· Explain the meaning of legacy, identifying how the Romans changed Britain and ordering legacies by their significance.

	Pupils who are secure will be able to:
· Identify the ancient civilisations and key periods in ancient Egypt.
· Explain the Egyptian creation story.
· Identify the characteristics of important gods or goddesses.
· Explain why the pyramids were built.
· Explain the links between ancient Egyptian beliefs and mummification.
· Explain some Egyptian beliefs about the afterlife.

	Pupils who are secure will be able to:
· Sequence the key periods of the Ancient Maya civilisation.
· Explain how the Ancient Maya settled in the rainforest and the challenges they faced.
· Describe Ancient Maya beliefs.
· Name the features of the Ancient Maya cities.
· Make deductions about the Ancient Maya cities.
· Evaluate the reasons for the decline of the Maya civilisation.

	Historical Concepts
1. Continuity and change 
2. Cause and consequence
3. Similarity / Difference 
4. Significance
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	Key Knowledge 

Includes on-going retrieval of what is not currently being taught.





	· To know that BC means ‘before Christ’ and is the term used to date the years before Jesus was born 
· To know that Anno Domini (AD) is Latin for ‘in the Year of the Lord,’ and is the term used to date the years after Jesus was born.
· To know that prehistory is the period of time before written methods and stretches until the Roman invasion in AD43. 
· To know that prehistory is divided into the Paleolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic, Bronze Age and Iron  Age periods. 
· To know that the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age periods are named after the materials that were commonly used to make tools. 
· To understand that there are varied reasons for coming to Britain. 
· To understand how invaders and settlers influence the culture of the existing population. 
· To understand that trade routes existed between Britain in the Roman, Anglo-Saxon and Viking times. To understand that trade develops in different times and ways in different civilisations. 
	· To know that history is divided into periods of history e.g. ancient times, middle ages and modern. 
· To know that we can make inferences and deductions using images from the past. 
· To understand the expansion of empires and how they were controlled across a large empire. 
· To know that there were different reasons for invading Britain. 
· To understand how invaders and settlers influence the culture of the existing population. 
· To understand that the Roman invasion led to a great increase in British trade with the outside world. 
· To be able to identify achievements and inventions that still influence our lives today from Roman times. 
 

	· To know that archaeological evidence has limitations: it does not give all the answers or tell us about the emotions of people from the past. 
· To understand that society was organised in different ways in different cultures and times and consisted of different groups with different roles and lifestyles. 
· To understand that there are different beliefs in different cultures, times and groups. 
· To be aware of the achievements of the Ancient Egyptians.

	To know:

· Change can be brought about by advancements in materials and trade. 
· The actions of people can be the cause of change (e.g. Lord Shaftesbury). 
· Advancements in science and technology can be the cause of change. 
· Archaeological evidence has limitations: it does not give all the answers or tell us about the emotions of people from the past. 
· Education existed in some cultures, times and groups. 
· There are different beliefs in different cultures, times and groups. 
· The achievements of ancient civilisations contributed to the development of technology, culture and science.


	Key Skills
1. Chronological knowledge/
Understanding
2.Historical terms
3.Historical enquiry using evidence /communicating ideas
4.Interpretations of history







	· Placing the time studied on a timeline. 
· Comparing different periods of history and identifying changes and continuity. 
· Describing the changes and continuity between different periods of history. 
· Identifying reasons for historical events, situations and changes. 
· Identifying similarities and differences between periods of history. 
· Using a range of sources to find out about a period. 
· Identifying primary and secondary sources. 
· Making links and connections across a period of time, cultures or groups. 
· Reaching conclusions that are substantiated by historical evidence. 
	· Describing the changes and continuity between different periods of history.
· Recalling some important people and events.
· Using evidence to build up a picture of a past event.
· Asking questions about the main features of everyday life in periods studied, e.g. how did people live.
· Using a range of sources to construct knowledge of the past.
· Selecting and recording relevant information from a range of sources to answer a question.
· Identifying primary and secondary sources.
· Identifying the bias of a source.
· Constructing answers using evidence to substantiate findings. 

	· Placing the time studied on a timeline. 
· Using dates and terms related to the unit and passing of time e.g. millennium, continuity and ancient.  
· Identifying reasons for historical events, situations and changes. 
· Extracting the appropriate information from a historical source. 
· Interpreting evidence in different ways. 
· Creating a structured response or narrative to answer a historical enquiry.
	· Sequencing eight to ten artefacts, historical pictures or events.
· Using a range of sources to find out about a period.
· Asking questions about the main features of everyday life in periods studied (e.g. how did people live?).
· Selecting and recording relevant information from a range of sources to answer a question.
· Comparing and contrasting different historical sources.
· Understanding and making deductions from documentary as well as concrete evidence, e.g. pictures and artefacts.
· Understanding that there may be multiple conclusions to a historical enquiry question.
· Creating a simple, imaginative reconstruction of a past event using the evidence available to draw, model, dramatise, write or retell the story.
· Comparing the beliefs of different cultures, times and groups.


	Key Vocabulary
	AD (Anno Domini), age, barter, BC (Before Christ), date, evidence, export, historian, import, prehistory, primary source, reconstruction, secondary source, settlement, trade
	Archaeology, border, chronology, civilisation, conquer, emperor, empire, expand, government, hygiene, impact, invasion, legacy, leisure, myth, primary, source, secondary source, sequence, settlement
	Afterlife, Book of the Dead, civilisation, historically significant, immortal, mummification, preserve, Ra, River Nile, sarcophagus

	Achievement, afterlife, ancient, civilisation, creation story, currency, decline, gods/goddesses, ritual


	Visits / Experience
	The Wilderness Company
Day in the life (Stone Age)
	Murton Park
York
	The Great North Museum
Hancock
	York Chocolate Story

	Lesson sequence
	Introductory lesson: Organiser 

Lesson 1: How long ago did prehistoric man live? To recognise the chronology and significance of prehistory.

Lesson 2: What does Skara Brae tell us about life in the Stone Age? To use archaeological evidence to learn about the prehistoric dwellings of Skara Brae.

Lesson 3: Who was this Bronze Age man? To use archaeological evidence to investigate the Bronze Age.

Lesson 4: What was the impact of bronze in prehistoric Britain? To use deductions to explain how bronze transformed prehistoric life.

Lesson 5: How did trade change lives in Iron Age Britain? To understand the importance of trade during the Iron Age.

Lesson 6: What changed between the Stone Age and the Iron Age? To compare settlements in the Neolithic period and Iron Age by exploring continuity and change.

Lesson 7: ROAP- review on a page/task design assessment

	Introductory lesson: Organiser 

Lesson 1: What was it like to live in Ancient Rome? To investigate life in Ancient Rome by looking at its buildings.

Lesson 2: Why did the Romans invade and settle in Britain? To explore the causes of the Roman invasion of Britain. 

Lesson 3: How did Britons respond to the Roman invasion? To investigate the different responses to the Roman invasion using a range of sources.

Lesson 4: Why was the Roman army so successful? To explore how the Roman army was so successful using a range of sources. 

Lesson 5: What do artefacts suggest about the lives of Roman soldiers in Britain? To investigate the lives of Roman soldiers by examining artefacts found at Vindolanda.

Lesson 6: What was the legacy of the Roman Empire in Britain? To explore the impact of invasion and settlement by examining the legacy of the Roman Empire in Britain.

Lesson 7: ROAP- review on a page/task design assessment


	Introductory lesson: Organiser 

Lesson 1: Who were the Egyptians and when did they live? To know when and where the ancient Egyptians lived.

Lesson 2: What did the ancient Egyptians believe? To explain the importance of the Egyptian gods and goddesses.

Lesson 3: Why and how did the Egyptians build the pyramids? To evaluate the challenges of building an Egyptian pyramid.

Lesson 4: How and why did the Egyptians mummify people? To explain how and why the Egyptians mummified people.

Lesson 5: What does the Book of the Dead tell us about ancient Egyptian beliefs? To make inferences about Egyptian beliefs, using primary sources.

Lesson 6: What did the ancient Egyptians believe? To evaluate significant ancient Egyptian beliefs.

Lesson 7: ROAP- review on a page/task design assessment


	Introductory lesson: Organiser 

Lesson 1: How did the Ancient Maya settle in a rainforest? To explore the challenges faced by the ancient Maya when settling in the rainforest.

Lesson 2: How important was chocolate to the Ancient Maya? To infer how the ancient Maya valued and used cacao by exploring historical artefacts.

Lesson 3: What did the Ancient Maya believe? To describe the role of Maya gods and goddesses by studying images and scenarios.

Lesson 4: How did the Maya reflect world beliefs in their inventions? To develop recording skills through exploration of ancient Maya inventions.

Lesson 5: What do remains tell us about Ancient Maya cities? To make deductions about an ancient Maya city by exploring remains.

Lesson 6: What caused the decline of the Ancient Maya cities? To evaluate historians’ viewpoints on the decline of the ancient Maya cities.
Lesson 7: ROAP- review on a page/task design assessment
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