
Early Years 

Medium Term Curriculum Map 

Autumn Term-Once Upon a Time 

 Power of 

Reading 

Books 

 

 

Topic Books 

 

 
 

Possible books and rhymes to 

read for pleasure: 

 

Possible 

Key/Enqui

ry 

Questions 

 

Cultural 

Capital 
(countryside/farm 

/Park) 

 
Possible linked texts: 

The Gruffalo 

Once upon a Picnic 

Billy Goats Gruff 

Vocabulary 

(see vocabulary enriching 

documents) 

 

 

Our Beautiful 

Piece 

 

Nursery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception 

 

 

 

 

 

Stanley’s 

Stick 

No Dinner! 

A Royal 

Lullabyhullaba

lloo! 

The Tree 

Lunchtime 

  

 

Once Upon a Time  

I Spy-Picture talk 

Once upon a Picnic         

The 3 Little Pigs 

Jack and the 

Beanstalk  Hansel 

and Gretel  

Golilocks and the 3 

bears     

The Gruffalo 

Cinderella                         

You Choose (P4C ) 

Red Riding Hood            

How to catch a 

star 

The 3 Billy Goats 

Gruff.                                     

Meg and Mog 
  

 

Rhymes: 
 Little Bo Peep 

 Mary Had a Little Lamb 

 Hey Diddle Diddle 

 Hot Cross Bun 

 5 Little speckled frogs (and other songs) 

 I’m a Little Teapot 

 One, two, three, Four, Five 

Books:  

 Bear, Brown Bear 

 That’s not my….(series) 

 Chicken Licken 

 The Gingerbread Man 

 Alternative versions of fairy tales. 
 

 

 

 

Rhymes 

 Sing a song of Sixpence 

 The Grand Old Duke of York. 

 There was an Old Women who lived in a shoe. 

 Wee Willie Winkie 

 Peter Piper 

 Polly Put the Kettle on. 

 This Little PiggyBooks:  

 Rosie’s Walk 

 Where the Wild Things Are 

 Alternative versions of fairy tales. 

 The Gruffalo’s Child 

Novels: 

 George’s Marvellous Medicine 

 The Twits 

 

How else could the 

gingerbread cross the 

river? 

 

What if the 

gingerbread man was 

never eaten? 

 

What would happen if 

Jack didn’t cut down 

the beanstalk? 

 

What would happen if 

the wolf had a cold? 

 

What would happen if 

the wood cutter was 

busy? 

 

What else can a 

pumpkin be turned 

into? 

What if the clock was 

broken, what would 

happen to Cinderella? 

What if goldilocks 

hadn’t of fallen 

asleep? 

What if Goldilocks 

didn’t like porridge? 

 

Discussion around 

features of the 

countryside, farm, 

park –Different 

settings to stories- 

links to our local 

environment. 

-Guisborough woods 

-Roseberry topping 

-Stewarts Park. 

Links Provision 

areas: 
Making 

woods/forest/garden 

Links to landmarks e.g. 

Roseberry topping. 

Farm focus/ animals 

Local Farms-Newham 

Grange. 

Story setting in areas-

The Wood/ The River 

Once upon a time… 

Before after 

Beginning 

End 

Traditional 

Tales 

Nursery rhyme 

Rhyming 

Character 

Feelings e.g. happy, sad 

Setting 

Font/back cover 

Author/illustrator/retold 

Animals names 

Places in the environment 

Speech bubbles 

Role play-inside and outdoors 

Videos of stories 

Pictures 

Models 

Story maps 

T4W 

Posters 

Lists 

Favourite characters and 

stories 

Making a setting-links to 

local environment. 
Finally 

Next 

Then 

soon 

Speech 

Blurb 

Feelings alternative-cheerful,  

Problem 

Solution 

 Who, what, why, what 

Farm animals /baby 

names/descriptive language 

Features of the environment-

(settings)-descriptive words. 

 

Alternative ending 

Create their own book 

Speech bubbles 

Role play-inside and outdoors 

Videos of stories 

Pictures 

Models 

Story maps 

T4W 

Posters 

Lists 

Favourite characters and stories 

Making a setting-links to 

local environment. 



 


