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Beechbuds – Alba J 

Reception – Alexander R 

Year 1 – Marla C 

Year 2 – Riley P 

Year 3 – Penelope E 

Year 4 – Ralphie M 

Year 5 – Alfie T 

Year 6 – Lydia C 
 

 
 

Staff – Mrs Duckworth 

Friday 31st  January 2025 

 

     WEEKLY UPDATE  

Another week has flown by and even more learning opportunities have taken place 
across the school. Our week started off with Chorley Sports training up our Year 5 
children to be 'PALS' - Play Leaders. The feedback from staff was that all of the 
children took to the training maturely and we were proud of every single child. The 
same feedback was given for our Year 5 children's behaviour at Heskin Hall on 
Thursday, they were superb! 

It is an absolute privilege to see how hard your children work day to day at school. 
Walking around the classrooms every day allows me to see them hard at work. There 
have been some really exciting lessons taking place, keep one eye on our Twitter/X 
page to see some of the highlights. 

After half term, Hayley Coggins - SHINE - will be running an after school club that is 
centred on wellbeing. The work she has done with our children in school has been 
beautiful, bespoke and helped the children in a range of ways. We are absolutely 
delighted that she is able to offer an after school club for our children. More 
information about this club is presented later in the newsletter.   

Have a great weekend everyone. 
    Mr Todd 

 

 

7 February 2025 

KEY DATES FOR  
NEXT WEEK  

FEBRUARY 
Mental Health Week 

Mon 3rd Year 5 Swimming 

Mon 3rd Year 2 Village Walk 

Fri 7th Number Day 

 

 

On Friday 7th February, we will be taking part in the NSPCC Number Day.  This 
day will include fun maths activities and games for pupils to enjoy, whilst 
raising awareness of NSPCC services such as Speak out Stay Safe and 
Childline.  The NSPCC Number Day is a great way to make maths even more 
fun and to bring about a positive, ‘can-do’ attitude towards it.   

We will also be taking part in Dress up for Digits.  On Friday 7th February, pupils 
are invited to wear an item of clothing with a number on it (examples include 
wearing a football shirt, cap, netball shirt or even a onesie).  The photos below 
may provide further inspiration:    

Please do not feel that you need to buy a costume.  If your child is unable to 
dress based on a number, they can still wear non-uniform.   

Colmers Farm Primary School 
     
 
Leybrook Road             Senior Head Teacher: Mr Williams                                                                                                                              
Belton Grove                Head of School: Mrs Young 
Rubery                        Tel: 0121 716 0444  
Birmingham                 Web: www.colmersfarm.excelsiormat.org  
B45 9PB                      Email: enquiry@colmersfarm.excelsiormat.org   

   

 
9th January 2025 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

NSPCC Number Day – Friday 7th February 2025 
 

On Friday 7th February, we will be taking part in the NSPCC Number Day.  This day will include fun maths 
activities and games for pupils to enjoy, whilst raising awareness of NSPCC services such as Speak out Stay Safe 
and Childline.  The NSPCC Number Day is a great way to make maths even more fun and to bring about a positive, 
‘can-do’ attitude towards it.  
 
We will also be taking part in Dress up for Digits.  On Friday 7th February, pupils are invited to wear an 
item of clothing with a number on it (examples include wearing a football shirt, cap, netball shirt or even a 
onesie).  The photos below may provide further inspiration:   
 

 

 
Please do not feel that you need to buy a costume.  If your child is unable to dress based on a number, they can 
still wear non-uniform.  All pupils are asked to prepare a fact about a number in advance and be ready to share 
it (for example, my number is 10 more than 64, guess my number).  
 
We would also like to use the day to collect food for the local food bank (the food can be canned or in a 
packet). If you are able, please send your child in with your food bank donation on Friday 7th February.  
 
You can find out more about the NSPCC’s work at nspcc.org.uk. To find out more about keeping children safe 
online, visit nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety. 
 

Thank you in advance for your continued support.  
 

Yours sincerely,  
 
Mrs H Platt  
Maths Lead 
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  
The National average for  

attendance is 96% 

Our school attendance  
target is for 97%. 

 

Class This week 
Reception 93.95% 

Year 1 99.17% 
Year 2 98% 
Year 3 93.97% 
Year 4 91.13% 
Year 5 95.83% 
Year 6 96.09% 

 
 Well done Year 1 for great 

attendance this week! Chip is 
looking forward to 

accompanying you in class 
next week. 

HOUSES POINTS 

4th 

 

WELFARE POSITION AVAILABLE 

As of the 1st October there will be a position 
available on the welfare team, Monday - Friday 
for one hour and ten minutes per day. If you are 

interested, please see the office for an 
application form. 

.  

 

Happy Birthday Hamish HD • Matilda B •  Georgia W • Ava C • Cole C • Rachel R  

whole  
school  

 
95.37% 

3rd 

 

1st 

 

2nd 

 

Well done to all the children that won Reader of the Week today! 
Please can we remind everyone to take great care of their home 
reading books so they remain in good condition. Please return 
your reading bag with reading pal and book by next Thursday. 

Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

READERS OF THE WEEK 
 SIGNIFICANT CHANGES TO PENALTY NOTICE CHARGES 

The DfE have recently announced national charges to penalty notices issues for unauthorised absences in term 
time, these came into into effect on the 19th August 2024.   
• Penalty notices issued for the offence after the 19th of August 2024 will be charged at the new rate of £160.00 
however if paid in 21-days this reduces to £80.00.  
• Any second penalty notice to the same parent for the same child in a rolling 3-year period will be issued at the 
rate of £160.00 to be paid within 28-days with no option for a discount.   
• Penalty notice threshold is 10-sessions equivalent to 5-days of unauthorised absence in a rolling 10-school week 
period.  
• Maximum of 2-penalty notices may be issued for the same child within a rolling 3-years period, so at the 3rd or 
subsequent offence another course of action will need to be considered such a prosecution or one of the other 
attendance legal interventions. 
• If the unauthorised absences are 15 days/30 sessions or more, this may be deemed as excessive leave, and the 
Local Authority may prosecute instead of offering the parents the chance to discharge their liability by paying a 
penalty notice. 

SIGNIFICANT CHANGES TO PENALTY NOTICE CHARGES 
The DfE have recently announced national charges to penalty notices issues for unauthorised absences in term 
time, these came into into effect on the 19th August 2024.   
• Penalty notices issued for the offence after the 19th of August 2024 will be charged at the new rate of £160.00 
however if paid in 21-days this reduces to £80.00.  
• Any second penalty notice to the same parent for the same child in a rolling 3-year period will be issued at the 
rate of £160.00 to be paid within 28-days with no option for a discount.   
• Penalty notice threshold is 10-sessions equivalent to 5-days of unauthorised absence in a rolling 10-school week 
period.  
• Maximum of 2-penalty notices may be issued for the same child within a rolling 3-years period, so at the 3rd or 
subsequent offence another course of action will need to be considered such a prosecution or one of the other 
attendance legal interventions. 
• If the unauthorised absences are 15 days/30 sessions or more, this may be deemed as excessive leave, and the 
Local Authority may prosecute instead of offering the parents the chance to discharge their liability by paying a 
penalty notice. 

HOW SAFE IS WHATSAPP FOR 
CHILDREN - NSPCC 

WhatsApp is one of the most popular instant messaging 
apps, used by over 2 billion people in 180 countries. It 

allows you to send and receive messages, as well as 
make voice and video calls. You can connect with 

people individually or join group chats where lots of 
people can contribute. All you need to set up a 

WhatsApp account is a phone number. However, 
children and young people can easily subvert the 

restrictions placed on its access. Although rated at 16+, 
all that is required is a phone number. All it takes is one 

child in a class to be on whatsapp, and all the others 
will wish to join. This can lead to increased 

vulnerabilities for child users. The NSPCC has released 
its own analysis about the dangers of the app. If 

interested, please follow the link below:   
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-

safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/2023-01-12-is-
whatsapp-safe-for-my-child/ 

CHORLEY HEDGEHOG RESCUE 
Thank you so much to everyone who has bought 
a hedgehog bracelet and donated cat food and 

fleeces for Chorley Hedgehog Rescue. They 
currently have 85 hedgehogs in need of help! 
We have raised well over £250, we will let you 

know the final amount when all the money is in. 
This will go towards food and medicine. Thank 

you! From the Eco team 
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NEXT WEEKS SCHOOL LUNCH MENU  

Well done to all the children that won Reader of the Week today! Please can we remind everyone 
to take great care of their home reading books so they remain in good condition. Please return 

your reading bag with reading pal and book by next Thursday. Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

READERS OF THE WEEK 
 

Please don’t forget to send your pictures and comments to wearereaders@eccleston.lancs.sch.uk 
 
 

 
 

Well done to all the children that won Reader of the Week today! Please can we remind everyone 
to take great care of their home reading books so they remain in good condition. Please return 

your reading bag with reading pal and book by next Thursday. Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

READERS OF THE WEEK 
 

Please don’t forget to send your pictures and comments to wearereaders@eccleston.lancs.sch.uk 
 
 

 
 

CARPARK 

Just a friendly reminder to all parents and carers: the school carpark is not to be used by parents / carers at any 
time and it is only for parking by staff or parents with a blue badge. We’ve also noticed many parents are walking 
through the carpark, which can be unsafe. For everyone’s safety, we kindly ask that you avoid using the carpark 
as a walkway. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation! 
 
 

Well done to all the children that won Reader of 
the Week today! Please can we remind everyone 
to take great care of their home reading books so 
they remain in good condition. Please return your 
reading bag with reading pal and book by next 
Thursday. Thank you. 
Please don’t forget to send your pictures and 
comments to wearereaders@eccleston.lancs.sch.uk 
 
 

 
 

READERS OF THE WEEK 
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Absences can have a lasting effect on learning 
 

Missing a week of school means your child will 
miss around 25 hours of learning 

 
This creates gaps in their knowledge and could 

mean they will not meet their full potential 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Update – Changes to Education-related Penalty Notices  
 
Information for Parents  
 
You may be aware that the Department for Education has announced national 
changes to the use of penalty notices issued for unauthorised absence in term time. 
These changes come into effect on 19 August 2024.  
 
The changes to be aware of are:  
 

• Penalty notices issued for offences that take place after 19 August 2024 will be 
charged at a new rate of £160 per parent per child. This can be paid at £80 if 
paid within 21 days.  

 

• Any second penalty notice issued to the same parent for the same child within 
a rolling 3-year period will be issued at the rate of £160 to be paid within 28 
days with no option for a discounted rate.  

 

• The threshold at which a penalty notice must be considered is set at 10 
sessions (equivalent to 5 days) of unauthorised absence within a rolling 10-
school week period1. This may include absences as a result of arriving late after 
the register closes. The 10 school weeks may span different terms or school 
years.  

 

• A maximum of 2 penalty notices may be issued to a parent for the same child 
within a rolling 3-year period, so at the 3rd (or subsequent) offence(s) another 
course of action will need to be considered (such as prosecution or one of the 
other attendance legal interventions).  

 

• Only penalty notices issued for absences taking place after 19 August 2024 will 
count towards the above thresholds.  

 
 
 
 

 
1 A school week is any week in which a school meets at least once. 


