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Calculation Policy 

Our curriculum is implemented through the White Rose Maths materials, enabling us to prioritise more time to the key areas of learning 
for each year group. Children will embed their learning and build competency through the following approach: 

  

Concrete – children should have the opportunity to use concrete objects and manipulatives to help them understand what they are doing. 

  
Pictoral – alongside this, children should use pictorial representations. These representations can then be used to help reason and solve 

problems. 
  

Abstract – both concrete and pictorial representations should support children’s understanding of abstract methods. 
  

This step-by-step conceptual process is fundamental to the development of a deeper mathematical understanding. 
 

Our Calculation Policy is through White Rose Maths and provides the guidance and expectations for the teaching of addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division for each year group. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

EYFS  
Nursery and Reception 

Addition Subtraction 
Children are encouraged to gain a sense of the number system through 

the use of counting concrete objects. 

 

 

 

 

 

They combine objects in practical ways and count 

all. 

 

They understand addition as counting on and will count on in ones and 

twos using objects, cubes, bead string and number line. 

They use concrete and pictorial representation to record their 

calculations.  

 

They begin to use + and =  

 

They are encouraged to develop a 

mental picture of the number system 
in their heads to use for calculations. 

 
Higher attaining children may be able to represent their calculations 

using symbols and numbers within a written calculation. 

 

Children are encouraged to gain a sense of the number system through 

the use of counting concrete objects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They understand subtraction as counting out. 

 

 

 

 
They begin to count back in ones and twos using objects, cubes, bead 
string, rekenrek and number line. 
 

 

 

 

 

They use concrete and pictorial representation to record their 

calculations.  

 

They begin to use - and =  

 

They are encouraged to develop a mental picture of the number system 

in their heads to use for calculations. 

 

Higher attaining children may be able to represent their calculations 

using symbols and numbers within a written calculation. 
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