YEAR 4 SUSTAINABILITY CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 2026-27

	Strand
	Year Group
	Enquiry
	Term
	Sustainability Action
	Expertise or skills to be developed
	Linked Subject
	SDG

	🌡️ Energy & Climate Change
	Year 4
	How does the growth of settlements affect the environment and use of energy?
	Autumn 1 
	Sustainable transport survey and reducing carbon emission from travel 
	I can explain how human activity in settlements affects the environment and describe ways to reduce carbon emissions.
	Geography
Settlements
	11

	♻️ Cycles & Waste
	Year 4
	Where does our waste go and how can we reduce it?
	Summer 2 
	Waste audit of school bins and improving recycling systems
	I can explain how waste is processed and describe how recycling and reducing waste can protect the environment.
	Geography
	12

	🌿 Biodiversity
	Year 4
	How can we design sustainable settlements for people and nature?
	Summer 1
	Creating habitats such as wildflower areas, bug hotels, bird feeders and log piles following a biodiversity audit
	I can explain how living things depend on each other and how increasing biodiversity supports healthy ecosystems.
	Science – Living Things & Their Habitats
	15

	🚀 Adaptations for the Future
	Year 4
	How can we design settlements that support people and nature?
	Autumn 1 and 2 
	Creating model “sustainable settlements” with green spaces, energy ideas and wildlife areas
	I can describe how settlements can be designed to meet human needs while protecting the environment.
	Geography
	11, 15

	❤️ Environment, Health & Wellbeing
	Year 4
	How do different environments affect our physical and mental wellbeing?
	Autumn 2
	Mapping local environments (green spaces, traffic, pollution, play areas) and suggesting improvements for wellbeing
	I can explain how the environment we live in can support or harm physical and mental health
	PSHE, Science
Geography
	3, 11

	🌾 Food & Farming
	Year 4
	How can our food choices impact people and the planet?
	Summer 2
	Comparing food prices, packaging and sustainability (e.g. seasonal vs imported foods); designing a “healthy and sustainable shopping guide”
	I can explain how choices about food are influenced by cost, advertising and availability, and how to make informed decisions about value and sustainability
	PSHE Economic Wellbeing 
	2, 12, 13



