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Autumn Topic 1 Autumn Topic 2 Spring Topic 1 Spring Topic 2 Summer Topic 1 Summer Topic 2 

The Wild Robot by Peter 
Brown 

    
WE – Narrative  

Stitch Head by Guy Bass 

  
WI - instructions   

Tin Forest by Helen Ward and 
Wayne Anderson 

 
WE – Poetry  

The Girl Who Speaks 
Bear — Sophie 
Anderson 

 
WE -  narrative  

How To Train Your Dragon 
by Cressida Cowell 

 

WE - Narrative 

The Lost Thing by Shaun Tan 

 

WP- Persuasion 

Success Criteria 
Varied Openings 
Suspense 
Flashbacks 
Fronted Adverbials 
Paragraphs 
Character Voice 

Success Criteria 
Formal Tone 
Expended Noun Phrases 
Precise Verbs 
Paragraphs 
Purposeful Introduction 
Conclusion 

Success Criteria 
Use Metaphors 
Create Imagery 
Stanza Structure 
Alliteration 
Onomatopoeia 
Vary Line Length 

        Success Criteria 

Varied Openings 
Suspense 
Flashbacks 
Fronted Adverbials 
Paragraphs 

        Character Voice 

Success Criteria 
Varied Openings 
Suspense 
Flashbacks 
Fronted Adverbials 
Paragraphs 
Character Voice 

Success Criteria 
Title 
Introduction 
Persuasive Paragraphs 
Emotive Language 
Sentence Starters 
Conclusion 

SPaG to be Taught 
Fronted adverbials (with 
commas) 
Expanded noun phrases with 
prepositional detail 
Paragraphs for narrative 
structure 
Pronouns for cohesion 
 

SPaG to be Taught 
Imperative verbs 
Adverbials of time & manner 
Organisational devices (bullet 
points, numbered steps) 
Prepositional phrases for clarity 
 

SPaG to be Taught 
Figurative language (simile, 
metaphor, personification) 
Expanded noun phrases for 
imagery 
Alliteration & sound patterns 
Sentence types for effect 
 

SPaG to be Taught 
Dialogue to advance 
action 
Complex sentences 
(subordinate clauses) 
Fronted adverbials for 
mood 
Cohesion across 
chapters 
 

        SPaG to be Taught  
        Varied sentence structures          
      Powerful verbs & precise  
        vocabulary 
      Fronted adverbials for action 
      Cohesive devices across longer 
texts 
 

SPaG to be Taught 
Persuasive devices (rhetorical 
questions, emotive language) 
Formal conjunctions 
Paragraphs for argument 
structure 
Adverbials of certainty 
(surely, certainly, 
undoubtedly) 
 

SPaG to be revisited 
Conjunctions (Y3) 
Prepositions 
Adverbs 
Speech punctuation 

SPaG to be revisited 
Paragraphs 
Conjunctions 
Expanded noun phrases 
 

SPaG to be revisited 
Adverbs 
Prepositions 
Vocabulary choice 
Fronted adverbials 
 

SPaG to be revisited 
Speech punctuation 
Pronouns 
Expanded noun phrases 
 

        SPaG to be revisited 
      Dialogue punctuation 
      Pronouns 
      Paragraph cohesion 
 

SPaG to be revisited 
Word families 
Prefixes 
Expanded noun phrases 
Cohesion 
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 WE – Narrative -Alternate endings 
 

WD – Balanced Argument 
 

WI - Newspaper Report 
(build on Y3)  

WI- Explanation 
 

WE – Narrative 
 

Success Criteria Success Criteria 
Varied Openings 
Suspense 
Flashbacks 
Fronted Adverbials 
Paragraphs 
Character Voice 

Success Criteria 
Title 
Introduction 
For Viewpoint 
Against Viewpoint 
Linking words 
Conclusion 

Success Criteria 
Historical Content 
Passive Voice 
Varied Sentence Types 
Paragraphing 
Formal Tone 
Time Sequence 

Success Criteria 
Clear Structure 
Cohesion Devices 
Technical Vocabulary 
Paragraph Structure 
Audience Awareness 
Formal register 

Success Criteria 
Varied Openings 
Suspense 
Flashbacks 
Fronted Adverbials 
Paragraphs 
Character Voice 

SPaG to be Taught SPaG to be Taught 
Inverted Commas & Speech 
Punctuation 
Character voice through dialogue 
Fronted adverbials for suspense 
Cohesive devices (then, after that, 
meanwhile) 
 

SPaG to be Taught 
Conjunctions for reasoning 
(however, therefore, although) 
Paragraphs organised by 
viewpoint 
Formal tone 
Adverbials of cause & effect 
(as a result, consequently) 
 

SPaG to be Taught 
Formal tone 
Direct & reported speech 
Paragraphs: 5-part report 
structure 
Fronted adverbials for 
time/place 
 

SPaG to be Taught 
Present perfect tense 
Technical vocabulary 
Cause/effect conjunctions 
Organisational devices 
(subheadings, diagrams, bullet 
points) 
 

SPaG to be Taught 
Characterisation through action & 
dialogue 
Complex sentences with varied 
clause positions 
Fronted adverbials for atmosphere 
Editing for effect 
 

SPaG to be revisited SPaG to be revisited 
Tense Consistency 
Pronouns 
Paragraph Cohesion 

SPaG to be revisited 
Pronouns 
Expanded noun phrases 
Tense consistency 
 

SPaG to be revisited 
Apostrophes for possession 
Prepositional phrases 
Expanded noun phrases 
 

SPaG to be revisited 
Prepositional phrases 
Expanded noun phrases 
Adverbials 
 

SPaG to be revisited 
Tense consistency 
Pronouns 
Paragraph cohesion 
 

PVPG 
Writing focus: narrative, instructions, poetry PVPG focus: 

• Complex adverbial clauses 
• Subordinate clauses 
• Dialogue → clause control 

PVPG 
Writing focus: narrative, balanced argument, 
newspaper report PVPG focus: 

• SVOC for characterisation 
• Passive voice 
• Fronted adverbials for suspense 

PVPG 
Writing focus: explanation, narrative PVPG focus: 

• Cohesion across paragraphs 
• Clause manipulation 
• Reduced relative clauses 

 

  

You must replace one of these with a recount from a visit or visitor that you have done. 
              Grey boxes indicate that these pieces are the ones that should be written as a best piece for the Writing Journal. There should be 7 
final pieces. Your 7th piece should be a recount of something they have done in school Which can be swapped for one of the above. 
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National Curriculum Coverage 



English Long-Term Plan 
Year 4 

 
  

 
 
 

 


