
English Long-term
Writing Plans



Rationale 

High-quality writing provision does not happen by accident; it is the result of carefully structured, well
sequenced long-term planning. At St John Bosco, we believe that a strong writing curriculum ensures that all
pupils—regardless of background, starting points, or needs—develop the essential skills of spelling,
handwriting, and composition, enabling them to become confident, fluent, and creative writers. When these
foundations are built securely and revisited systematically over time, children are far more likely to thrive
academically and express themselves with precision and imagination. 

1. Why Long-Term Planning Matters

Long-term planning provides a clear roadmap for progression across the year and through the school. A
well-sequenced plan:

Ensures coherence and avoids gaps in learning 
Builds skills cumulatively so pupils can apply them independently 
Unites the work of all teachers so the curriculum is delivered consistently 
Supports early identification of pupils who may be falling behind 
Creates a balanced, broad and engaging writing diet across genres and purposes

By mapping out vocabulary, grammar, spelling patterns, text types, and compositional skills in advance, we
can ensure that every child is taught what they need, when they need it, with opportunities to revisit and
deepen understanding.



2. The Importance of Spelling 

Spelling is a crucial foundation for confident writing. Long-term planning enables us to: 

Sequence spelling patterns and rules from simple to complex 
Ensure children revisit and revise previously taught content 
Teach spelling in a systematic, logical order that builds on phonics 
Reduce cognitive load: children can focus on composing ideas rather than worrying about how to spell
every word 

Accurate spelling supports fluency. When pupils understand patterns, rules, morphology, and etymology,
they become more confident and adventurous in their word choices. Strong spelling foundations unlock
higher-level composition.

3. The Importance of Handwriting 

Legible, fluent handwriting remains essential in primary education. Effective long-term planning ensures:

Consistency in letter formation and handwriting style across year groups 
A clear progression from early mark-making to joined handwriting 
Regular practice embedded within the wider writing curriculum 
Increased speed and stamina, which frees pupils’ cognitive resources for content, vocabulary, and
structure 

When handwriting becomes automatic, pupils can focus much more on the meaning and impact of their
writing rather than the mechanics of forming letters.



4. The Importance of Transcription 

Transcription encompasses the physical act of writing — forming letters, spelling correctly, and writing with
fluency. It is a fundamental skill that underpins all written work in the primary years. Strong long-term
planning for transcription: 

Provides structured rehearsal of handwriting and spelling in tandem 
Helps children develop automaticity, allowing them to write with speed and accuracy 
Reduces cognitive overload so pupils can focus on composition 
Ensures early skills taught in EYFS and KS1 are built upon purposefully in KS2 
Supports children with SEND through targeted, consistent, and well-sequenced practice 

When transcription skills are secure, children are no longer held back by the mechanics of writing.
Instead, they can devote their attention to ideas, creativity, and authorial craft.

Weak transcription can significantly hinder progress in composition. Pupils who struggle to form letters or
recall spelling patterns often lose focus, write less, or become reluctant writers. Effective long-term planning
ensures that transcription is not left to chance, but revisited regularly through short, purposeful, and well-
structured sessions embedded within the wider curriculum.



6. Getting the Basics Right: The Key to Amazing Writing

Children become exceptional writers when foundational skills are secure and practised regularly. Effective
long-term planning ensures: 

Phonics, handwriting, and early writing receive daily practice in EYFS and KS1 
Teaching is progressive, responsive, and consistent 
Key knowledge is revisited frequently throughout KS2 
Writing opportunities are meaningful and purposeful 
High expectations are embedded across the school 

When the basics are right, children can: 

Use ambitious vocabulary 
Experiment with language and structure 
Communicate clearly and confidently 
Take pride in their written work 

Strong foundations do not restrict creativity — they enable it. 

7. Conclusion 

Strong long-term planning is the backbone of an effective writing curriculum. By prioritising spelling,
transcription, and composition — and by ensuring a clear progression from EYFS to Year 6 — schools give
every child the tools they need to become fluent, confident, and imaginative writers. A well-sequenced
writing curriculum empowers pupils not only to succeed academically, but to communicate with clarity and
joy throughout their lives.



Implementing Effective Long-Term Planning for Writing 

To ensure that long-term planning for writing has a meaningful impact, we are embedding it consistently
across classrooms, year groups, and phases. Implementation requires clarity, training, accountability, and
an ongoing cycle of monitoring and refinement. 

a. Whole-School Curriculum Design 

We have developed a coherent, sequenced writing curriculum from EYFS to Year 6. 
We have mapped out progression in spelling, handwriting, transcription, grammar, and composition. 
We will ensure genres are revisited across year groups, with increasing complexity and expectations. We
have aligned the writing curriculum with reading, phonics, and spoken language development to ensure
consistency. 

b. High-Quality Teaching and Modelling

At English Martyrs, we provide regular CPD for staff on effective writing instruction, including: 

1.Using a visualiser for live modelling 
2.Teaching grammar in context 
3.Modelling planning, drafting, editing, and improving 

Embed daily opportunities for transcription, handwriting, and sentence work in KS1 and early KS2. 
Ensure staff apply consistent expectations for presentation, handwriting, and spelling.



c. Targeted Support and Intervention 

We will: 

Use assessment information to identify pupils who need additional help with spelling, handwriting,
fluency, or composition. 
Provide short, focused intervention programmes for transcription and early writing skills. 
Ensure SEND pupils have appropriate scaffolds, adjustments, and tools (e.g., word banks, additional
rehearsal, assistive technology). 

d. A Culture of Writing 

We will: 

Provide real audiences and purposes for writing (e.g., displays, letters, competitions, performances). 
Celebrate excellent writing in assemblies, newsletters, social media, and classroom displays. 
Encourage pupils to take pride in their own progress and effort through self and peer-assessment.



How We Will Measure Success 
Success in writing should be measured through a combination of quantitative and qualitative evidence. A
range of monitoring approaches helps leaders check that teaching is effective, that the curriculum is
delivered as intended, and that pupils are making strong progress. 

a. Pupil Outcomes and Progress 
We will track improvements in: 

Spelling accuracy across extended pieces of writing 
Handwriting fluency and presentation in daily work 
Sentence construction, grammar, and vocabulary use 
Quality of composition, including ideas, structure, and authorial choices 
Writing stamina—pupils producing longer, more confident pieces 

Termly writing assessments, cross-moderation, and comparative judgement will be used to ensure
accuracy and consistency. 

b. Work Scrutiny (Book Looks) 
Leaders and teachers will review pupils’ books to check: 

Progression in skills over time 
Consistency of expectations across classes and year groups 
Application of spelling, grammar, and handwriting in independent writing 
Volume and variety of writing opportunities 
The balance between heavily scaffolded and independent writing 

Book looks help identify strengths, gaps, and areas for support or CPD.



c. Pupil Voice 

Talking to pupils provides powerful insight. We will monitor: 
Pupils’ confidence and enjoyment of writing 
Understanding of success criteria and writing processes 
The degree to which pupils feel they receive useful feedback 
Whether pupils can articulate progression (e.g., “What can you do now that you couldn’t do before?”)

Pupil voice helps shape improvements and identifies those who may need further encouragement or
support. 

d. Lesson Visits and Learning Walks 

Leaders will observe classroom practice to ensure: 
High-quality modelling is used consistently 
Expectations for handwriting and transcription are upheld 
The curriculum is being delivered as intended 
Writing routines are embedded (e.g., daily sentence work, oral rehearsal, editing time) 
Struggling writers receive timely support and scaffolding 

Feedback from lesson visits informs ongoing professional development.



e. Staff Feedback and Professional Conversations 
Teachers will have regular opportunities to share: 

What is working well 
Areas where pupils are struggling 
Examples of good practice 
Training or resource needs 

This ensures the curriculum remains responsive and relevant, and that staff feel supported. 

f. Impact on Struggling Writers 
The success of long-term planning is measured not only by strong writers excelling, but by struggling writers
making accelerated progress. Evidence will include: 

Reduced gaps in spelling and transcription 
Increased writing stamina and independence 
More confident participation in writing lessons Improved outcomes in targeted interventions 
Higher levels of motivation and pride in writing
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