
French Vocabulary Progression  

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4  Year 5 Year 6 

French topic       

Numbers & alphabet  1-12 1-20+ 
Alphabet song 

1-31 Unit 1 
Alphabet – letter names 

1-31 linked to Dates Unit 
4 & 6 

Alphabet – spelling words 

31-60 Tell the time, dates  Money  

Greetings Hello, How are you? 
Goodbye, My name is … 

Hello, Hi, How are you? 
Responses, Goodbye, 

goodnight, My name is … 
What is your name?  

Hello (all times of day)  
How are you, responses  

Manners 
Goodbye 

Introduce others 
Unit 1 

Introduce others (revise 
and extend) Unit 4 

 Unit 12 
Languages spoken (self 

and others)  

Family & Home  Mum, dad, brother, sister  Parents, siblings, 
grandparents  

In my family … 

Recap year 1 and 2  
Pets  

Mum, dad, brother, 
sister, grandparents  

Pronoun agreement  

 Unit 12 
Clothes – trousers, jacket, 

shirt, t-shirt, hat, skirt 

Colours  Red, blue, yellow, green, 
black, white 

Recap Y1 
Colours of rainbow – sing 

song 

Recap previous colours, 
introduce brown, grey  

What colour ..?  
Unit 2&3 

  Recap all colours 
Colours of clothes 

Classroom instructions    Listen, watch, read, sit, 

stand, write, sing 
Classroom objects 

Unit 2 

 Instructions to play a 

game 

 

Times   Weekdays  

Unit 3 

 Tell the time  

Timing of activities 
(Hobbies)  

 

Description    Character descriptions 
Body parts – hair, eyes, 
long, short, big, small, 

shy, funny, kind 
Unit 3 

Personality traits and 
adjectives – tall, small, 
funny, strict, shy Unit 4 

Hair, eyes, family 
members, age, 
nationality, personality – 

as before and clever, 
sporty  

 

Animals  Cat, dog, hamster, rabbit, 
bird, Guinea pig 

Names of pets 
C’est un …  

 Unit 4 
Dog, cat, tortoise, rabbit, 

bird, mouse, fish, dragon 
Unit 4 

  



Food     Apple, banana, orange 
juice, pizza, cake  

Opinions (eg it’s 
delicious, it’s bad)  

 Offering and ordering 
food 

Would you like … 
I would like … 

Additional words – bread, 
cheese, lemonade, 

strawberries, cream, 
tomatoes 

Give opinions  

Activities      Hobbies and timing of 
activities  

At a party  
We are … drinking, 

dancing, chatting, singing  

Festivals & Celebrations      Festivals throughout year 

and presents – New year, 
Epiphany, Valentine’s 

Day, Easter, Christmas, 
Bastille Day  

 

Destination and 

directions  

     Where are you going? 

Directions – turn, right, 
left, straight on, stop  

Weather – what’s the 
weather like? 

Sunny, cold, hot, raining, 
snowing  

Countries that speak 
French 

Grammar    Gender  

Ask and answer simple 
questions 

Simple word order  

Third person  

Adjective agreement 
Preposition – in/on  

Avoir, Etre  

Third person 
Adjective agreement  

Plurals  

Agreements  

 


