
Geography – South America – Year 5

Prior Learning:
7 continents of the world

5 oceans of the world

Key Vocabulary 

Northern 

hemisphere
The half of the Earth that 

is north of the Equator.

Southern

hemisphere
The half of the Earth that 

is south of the Equator.

Climate The usual weather 

conditions of a place

Capital city City where the 

government of a country 

is based.

Tropical Hot and humid region of 

the world

Physical 

features
A natural feature of a 

place.

Human

feature
A manmade feature of a 

place

Region Area of a continent or 

country

Latitude Imaginary lines drawn 

on the planet’s surface to 

show how far north or

south of the Equator

Jobs in Geography  

Cartographer – person who 
draws or produces maps

Key Learning
• South America is a continent

with 12 countries in it.
• The Pacific Ocean is to the west, 

the Atlantic Ocean is to the east 
and the Southern Ocean is to the 
south.

• There are 5 times zones in South 
America.

• The largest river in the world 
(and second longest), the 
Amazon, flows through South 
America.

• The Equator runs through the 
countries of Ecuador, Brazil and 
Columbia.

• The climate zone for the 
rainforest is ‘tropical wet’ and the 
biome is ‘tropical forest’.

Can I answer:
Name at least 5 countries in South 
America.

Which oceans influence South 
America’s climate and economies?

Which is the largest river in the 
world?

What are lines of latitude?

What is the main climate of South 
America?

Map of the World (Continents and Oceans – shows area of study)
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