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Second Chances. Strong Futures.
________________________________________________________

Vision
Evolve Academy is a community of second chances, where kindness, respect, and reflection help young people rebuild trust and rediscover learning.
Our vision is to see every pupil leave us stronger, more hopeful, and ready to take their place in the world. Through hard work, kindness, and courage, our pupils learn to shape their futures and make a positive difference to their own lives and to the lives of others.
________________________________________________________

Mission
· Model empathy and fairness in every interaction.

· Create restorative opportunities after conflict or setback.

· Celebrate effort and growth as much as achievement.

· Work hand-in-hand with families and professionals to secure lasting change.

Updated July 2026
1. AIMS

We aim for excellence in writing achievement throughout the school. We aim to ensure children can write with confidence, fluency and understanding.

We seek to ensure that all children achieve their full potential in all aspects of writing by the time they move from Primary to Secondary Education.

2. STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS
Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of writing are laid out in the National Curriculum in England: English Programmes of Study – Key Stages 1 and 2 (2014) and in the communication and language, literacy and physical development (fine motor skills) sections of the Statutory Early years foundation stage (EYFS) statutory framework (2021). 
Children working at Foundation Stage Level are given opportunities to:  
· speak and listen and represent ideas in their activities;

· use communication, language and literacy in every part of the curriculum;

· become immersed in an environment rich in print
· hold conversations and discussions in small groups, class and one-to-one

· listen to and retell familiar stories, recite nursery rhymes and sing songs. 

At Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2)

Children learn to speak confidently and learn to listen to what others have to say. They learn to read and write independently and with enthusiasm. They learn to use language to explore their own experiences and imaginary worlds.
At Key Stage 2 (Years 3 - 4)

Children learn to effectively change the way they speak to suit different situations, purposes and audiences. They read a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetic texts and respond to different layers of meaning in them. They explore the use of language in literary and non-literary texts and learn how the structure of language works (use grammatical terminology).  
Primary Pupils at Evolve Academy will leave Year 6:

· with a love of reading and a desire to read for enjoyment.

· reading and writing with confidence, fluency and understanding, using a range of independent strategies to take responsibility for their own learning including self-monitoring and correcting their own errors.
· with an interest in words and their meanings; developing a growing vocabulary in relation to grammatical terminology.
· understanding a range of text types, media types and genres.
· able to write in a variety of styles and forms appropriate to the situation.
· using their developing creativity, imagination, initiative and critical awareness.
· having suitable technical vocabulary to respectfully articulate their responses in any discussion.
3. SUBJECT ORGANISATION
A balance of individual, group and teacher-led methods of teaching will be used throughout every year to facilitate learning outcomes. Activities will be challenging, motivating and will extend children’s learning. All lessons will have a clear learning objective which is shared and reviewed with the children effectively.  
Children will be taught a range of speaking and listening, reading and writing skills including; handwriting (programme devised by Occupational Therapists and over seen by the SENDCo) and spelling (Using Read Write Inc. in Early Years, Key Stage 1 and statutory spelling lists in Key Stage 2).  Children will have opportunities to develop these skills and take responsibility for the development of their learning.

In Key Stage 1 

In Key Stage 1, children have daily discrete phonics lessons (4x per week 1x lexia) and are taught in attainment groups.  These sessions contain a writing element in which the children apply their knowledge of known sounds. Writing skills are developed across the curriculum. Provision is made for children who require extra support through intervention, adaptive class teaching and targeted groups in English sessions. 
In Key Stage 2

In Key Stage 2, children have daily English lessons and Hamilton trust resources are used to support planning. Whole class English lessons are taught through texts. Lessons are planned around the text making all teaching contextualised, including the teaching of punctuation and grammar. 
APPROACHES TO WRITING

We aim to develop the children’s ability to produce well structured, detailed writing in which the meaning is made clear and which engages the interest of the reader. Attention is paid throughout the school to the formal structures of English, grammatical detail, punctuation and spelling. Our approach to teaching writing covers the ‘transcription’ and ‘composition’ requirements of the National Curriculum (2014). To support our teaching of writing, staff refer to Hamilton Trust, 
Teachers model writing strategies and use phonics and spelling strategies in writing sessions. Once a term, writing is moderated.
Editing is recognised as an important step in the writing process in KS2. Teachers plan for and teach proofreading and editing skills. After each extended write, children use teacher feedback, self- and peer-assessment. 

The children have frequent opportunities in school to write in different contexts using quality texts as a model for a variety of purposes and audiences. 
APPROACHES TO SPELLING AND GRAMMAR

The teaching of Grammar and Spelling in KS2 is in line with elements of National Curriculum (2014). When planning, teachers refer to the Hamilton (KS2).  It details the expectations for the teaching of grammar and the agreed terminology (from the NC glossary) which must be used by each year group. Grammar is timetabled to take place during English lessons. Grammar is expected to be taught in a contextualised way, in reference to the text being taught at that time. We believe this allows children to understand and learn grammatical concepts quicker than if it were taught as a separate lesson and without any meaning. 

The ability to spell correctly is an essential skill. When spelling becomes automatic, pupils are then free to concentrate on the content of their writing and the making of meaning. Whilst we note that spelling is not the most important aspect of writing, confidence in spelling can have a profound effect on the writer’s self-image. We aim to use explicit, interactive teaching which draws children’s attention to the origins of words, the structure and the meaning of words and their parts, including; the shape and sound of words, the letter patterns within them and the various ways they can learn these patterns. Children practise spelling through fun, interactive games, including Lexia. 
In Key Stage 1, phonics (4x per week) is the key to the children’s learning of spelling. This is taught using the Read Write Inc programme. Children are taught to blend sounds to read and segment to spell. At the same time, they learn words which are not phonically regular (common exception words).
From Year 2 and into Key Stage 2 the children move towards using their phonetic knowledge to help them understand spelling rules and patterns. We teach children to use their growing understanding of morphology and etymology of words to support their spelling. Helping children to understand how to use and apply known spelling patterns (and develop strategies to tackle tricky words) is the key to helping them become successful spellers. 

All children are encouraged and supported in proofreading their writing for spelling and punctuation errors. Children are provided with a range of resources to support them to achieve this objective.  They are expected to use dictionaries, thesauruses, word mats and banks.
When actually writing children should be concentrating on higher order thinking skills and should simply ‘have a go’ at spelling and underline words they are unsure of. When marking children’s work, we do not correct all spelling errors, instead we focus on high frequency words, topic words and those studied in spelling sessions. 

4. CROSS-CURRICULAR WRITING OPPORTUNITES

Teachers will seek to take advantage of opportunities to make cross-curricular links where appropriate. They will plan for pupils to practice and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired through writing lessons to other areas of the curriculum. 
5. ASSESSMENT AND TARGET SETTING

Work will be assessed in line with school policy. Targets are set using age-related National Curriculum criteria and used to track progress on G4S.
6. INCLUSION

We aim to provide for all children so that they achieve as highly as they can in English according to their individual abilities. We will identify which pupils or groups of pupils are under-achieving and take steps to improve their attainment in liaison with the SENCo. 

7. EQUAL OPPORTUNITES

Evolve Academy has universal ambitions for every child, whatever their background or circumstances. Children learn and thrive when they are healthy, safe and engaged. 

In order to engage all children, cultural diversity, home languages, gender and religious beliefs are all celebrated. Our curriculum includes a wide range of texts and other resources which represent the diversity and backgrounds of our children. Our texts are updated regularly to make sure topical issues are being covered in classroom too. 

We believe in ‘valuing what the child brings to the school’ and recognise the importance of supporting a child’s first language, not only to foster self-esteem, but to assist in the learning of English.

Strategies for supporting children are shared at primary meetings as well as at parent/carer training sessions. 

SATs results are published in accordance with Government legislation.
POLICY REVIEW DATE:  September 2027 (or, as and when new guidance is implemented) 


