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	Children make sense of their environment, culture and of faiths noticing similarities and differences by comparing stories, through observation, discussion, non-fiction texts and maps

	Progression in Learning
Nursery to ELG
	Provision
	Books and Vocabulary

	Nursery

	· Talks about special times or events for family  
· Is interested in the special times or events of friends 
· Notices differences between their family cultures and those of others 
· Knows about their own environment and other places/countries through visits, pictures and family experiences
	· Role play special events: home corner dressed for birthday, festivals – CNY, Christmas, Diwali, Eid, arrival of baby, new pet, according to the special events in children’s lives 
· Circle time 
o to share special times celebrated by children 
o to explore similarities and differences 
o share ‘all about me’ boxes 
· Small world play and floor mats of different environments – countryside, road ways, railways 
· Local environment walks looking at buildings, transport, listening to sounds 
· Telling important stories from different cultures and faiths – Nativity, Rama and Sita, Chinese New Year 
· Looking at non-fiction, photographs of children’s own special times, artefacts 
· Making and sharing food from different cultures 
· Music and dance from different cultures. Preserve memories of class’ own special times and activities in large book/displays with photographs 
· Visit from St. Mary’s Church - work with members of St. Mary’s church in a creative way to find out more about what it is like to celebrate Christmas 

Enhanced Provision 

Whole school focus International week (Autumn term); Learn about Spain (due to KS2 learning Spanish as MFL), identify location on a map, taste local food, listen to local music, learn some facts about that region.
	It’s my birthday 
Helen Oxenbury 

Dear Santa 
Rod Campbell 

The best Diwali ever 
Sonali Shah 

Tales from Acorn Wood: Postman Bear 
Julia Donaldson 

Rosie’s Walk 
Pat Hutchins 

On the way home 
Jill Murphy 

Language of Family relationships – sister, brother, mother, father, grandma 
Language of special events – birthday, names of festivals important to the children 
Language of special times – celebrate, enjoy, presents, decorate, party 
Language of places – country names, island, beach, mountains, town, town, city, village



	Reception

	· Talks about, names and describes life of family 
· Knows about features of local and other environments including other countries 
· Recognises people have different beliefs, places of worship and ways of celebrating 
· Able to use reference materials to find out – stories, non-fiction books, photographs, anecdotal information, simple early stage maps, video clips
	· Share the celebrations and their traditions within the class community – Eid, Diwali, Christmas, Easter, Chinese New Year, Holi, Vaisakhi - focus on what children do with their families - birth, baptism, wedding, funeral 
· Responding to stories from different religions 
· Visits from faith leaders and families to share their faith 
· Use satellite/ photographic maps e.g. google to follow route to school noticing buildings, road names, purposes of different spaces – parks, shopping centres, school and playground, car parks, railway station 
· Provide rich tapestry of sources of information to learn about culture, communities and environments – observations and walks, fiction and non-fiction books, photographs, video clips, early stage maps, listening to and meeting community figures 
· Notice the environments in stories and non-fiction books and compare these with children’s experiences 
· Visit to the Bedfont Lakes - explore the lake environment, noticing features and wild life


Enhanced Provision 

Whole school focus International week (Autumn term); Learn about Spain (due to KS2 learning Spanish as MFL), identify location on a map, taste local food, listen to local music, learn some facts about that region.

	We’re Going on a Bear Hunt
Michael Rosen 

Jesus Christmas Party 
Nicholas Allan 

The Smartest Giant in Town 
Julia Donaldson 

Stories of festivals and key figures – The Nativity, Diwali (Rama and the Demon King), Chinese New Year (The Great Race), The Easter story 

Special events – birth, baptism, wedding, funeral 

Language of built and natural environment – concrete, tarmac, bricks, bridge, river, river beach, island, woods, fields, seaside, mountains, valleys 

Practitioner made books of local environment and heritage countries of cohort

	
Early Learning Goal (ELG)

Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps; Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps
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