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	Children have opportunities to speak in a range of situations and to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves

	Progression in Learning
Nursery to ELG
	Provision
	Books and Vocabulary

	Nursery

	· Uses simple sentences and phrases 
· Retells simple events from stories and own experiences
· Uses sentences of 4-6 words
· Words from books and activities are incorporated into child’s talk 
· Children build up sequences of sentences 
· Use a range of tenses, although there may be errors in irregular forms 
· Know and uses many rhymes and songs
	Give children thinking time so they are enabled to form what they want to say without the adult providing the words. Open conversations with ‘I wonder what …, why ...what have you noticed…? 

Encourage children to expand on their thoughts and add details to their accounts. 

Read stories which model sequence of sentences describing the events and characters.

Provide role play and small world provision which enable children to replay familiar stories – post box for the Dear Zoo, small world of Brown Bear, Brown Bear, what do you hear?, outdoor imaginative play of Rosie’s Walk.

Model correct grammar particularly when a child is in error – use ‘brought’ to correct ‘bringed’, ‘she’ instead of ‘her’.

Bring words encountered in stories and within activities to children’s attention and encourage their use. 

Plan explicitly for new vocabulary to be introduced in activities and discussions – ‘tallons’ owl babies and model owls, interesting words to describe how we feel – ‘super’, ‘fantastic’, ‘brilliant’, ‘sad’.

Gradually building on the selection of known and shared songs, rhymes and poems the nursery group can recall through regular small group and whole class singing and rhyming.



	A wide selection of stories, nursery rhymes and poems, selected by practitioners.

Let’s Talk Together – Chatter Time  to support the development of language.

	Reception

	· Acquires and uses new vocabulary and social phrases 
· Extends sentences with connectives 
· Adopts the vocabulary in texts – stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems 
· Uses talk for range of purposes – imagine, retell, discuss, clarify, explaining how and why, expressing feelings, describing details 
· Correctly uses tenses of past, present and future tenses and extends vocabulary
	Circle, recall and discussion times which provide opportunities to;  explain and clarify - how a model is made 
 retell, familiar stories, family events 
 describe what they will do – future family events, how they will tackle a problem or a construction 
 use vocabulary of feelings to explain emotional responses to events/ stories

Role play and small world to imagine and converse with playmates. 

Circle times which address how to read body language, speaking when a listener is engaged and as a speaker addressing the needs of the listener – curriculum showcase, speaking clearly with good volume, looking at the audience. 

Identify the extension in key vocabulary required for activities and new experiences, model and encourage children to make use of it. 

Provide opportunities for children to work together on projects so they need to negotiate, explain and report back. 

Ask ‘why ‘questions so children connect their actions with outcomes. 

Learning environment set up to ‘promote conversation’ between children, and between adults and children.

	A wide selection of stories and poems, selected by practitioners, selected or shared by children from their homes. 

Practitioner made books at appropriate pitch to support learning in other aspects. 

Language of negotiation – may I… would it be alright if… I think that… 

Language of narrative – first, then, after, before, next 

Language of emotion (to explain their feelings) – excited, nervous, worried, upset 

Language of storytelling - once upon a time, a long time ago, on a sunny day, the end, they lived happily ever after… 

Language of explaining (making connections between one event/action and an outcome) - because, so that, it might be, the reason is , when … then,

	
Early Learning Goal (ELG)

Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary; Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate; Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher.
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