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Introduction

At Ferndale Primary School we have designed a curriculum based around our key drivers: aspiration,
inspiration, inclusion, which underpin the direction and development of all areas of our school life.

We view the design of the curriculum as an evolving and sequential process which takes into consideration: the
needs and character of our children including all pupil groups, including those with SEMH needs(Social,
Emotional and Mental Health), vulnerable groups and PP (Pupil Premium); the children’s prior learning;
children’s experiences; the community in which school exists and the statutory curriculum (National
Curriculum) which ultimately make our children and families feel like they belong to Ferndale, they believe in
themselves and they can achieve.

We have designed a curriculum, which teaches what matters to our children so that they know more,
remember more and understand more.

Community Context and Commitment
At Ferndale, we are deeply committed to providing a curriculum that meets the needs of our diverse
community and empowers every child to thrive, regardless of background.
Our area faces significant deprivation and reflects a rich tapestry of cultures, with over 30 languages spoken.
This diversity is a source of strength and a powerful driver for our curriculum and teaching approach.
We recognise that some of our children face barriers such as:

e Poverty

e Limited language on entry to school

e Dietary factors that can lead to obesity
Through strong community partnerships and multiple sources of support including the Family Hub, Health for
Life, access to food and clothing banks, mental health services, and Health Exchange we work to remove these
barriers and enable our children and families to thrive.
Supporting Evidence:
(Source: Sandwell has the highest rate of obesity for 10- and 11-year-olds in England, with over a third of Year
6 pupils classed as obese in 2023/24.)
7.18 Evidence (Sandwell’s Health Impact Report, Sept 2024) suggests obesity is prevalent among Year 6 children
(aged 10-11 years). Current trends show that around 9% of obese 1-2-year-old children will be obese as adults,
and around 80% of children obese at 10—14 years will become obese adults, particularly if one parent is also
obese.
Values and Vision
Our commitment to inspiration, aspiration, and inclusion is at the heart of everything we do.
We believe in the potential of every child and work tirelessly to ensure they:

e Belong

e Believe

e Are equipped to achieve
Through a curriculum that is both accessible and challenging, we foster pride in who our children are, where
they come from, and what they can become.

Teaching and Pedagogical Approach
We take a research-based approach to teaching, using the proven principles of Teach Like A Champion (TLAC)
to ensure high-quality, evidence-informed practice that supports both learning and behaviour with a focus on
self-regulation and metacognition. This approach helps our children to develop the knowledge, skills, and
resilience needed to overcome challenges and realise their full potential.
The Ferndale 50 — Enrichment and Experience
Our Ferndale 50 provides every child with a wealth of personal and extra-curricular experiences, broadening
horizons and nurturing a love for learning beyond the classroom. This includes:

e Cultural and creative opportunities

e Sports and outdoor learning

e Visits to places of worship and community engagement
The Ferndale 50 ensures every child experiences success, joy, and curiosity.




Sustainability and Climate Education

We are proud to integrate climate education, our sustainability plan, and whole-school climate action initiatives
into the curriculum. These help children:

Understand the importance of environmental responsibility

Take meaningful action for a more sustainable future

Community and Parental Engagement

We celebrate our local area, using it as a rich resource to connect learning to real life and to strengthen
children’s sense of belonging.

We work closely with parents and carers, encouraging healthy lifestyles, wellbeing, and connection through
shared activities and community events.

Parents are invited to cooking sessions three times a year, which enriches learning and family engagement.

SMSC / Fundamental British Values:

At Ferndale, children are supported to become respectful, reflective and responsible pupils, who value
diversity and understand their role within the wider community. Through our curriculum, assemblies,
PSHE/RSE, enrichment opportunities and everyday school life, children develop an understanding of
democracy, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. We aim to nurture
confident learners who show empathy, celebrate differences and are prepared for life in modern Britain.

Curriculum Intent

At Ferndale Primary School, our curriculum is designed to be ambitious, inclusive and accessible to all learners.
It aims to maximise every child’s academic achievement and personal development by ensuring they know
more, remember more and understand more over time. Our curriculum is carefully sequenced to build secure
knowledge, develop subject-specific skills and support long-term retention.

Our intent is underpinned by three key drivers:

Aspiration

We provide a knowledge-rich curriculum that is coherently planned and sequenced in line with the National
Curriculum. It enables all pupils to acquire age-appropriate knowledge and skills, empowering them to achieve
well and reach their full potential across all subjects.

Inspiration

We foster a love of learning by nurturing curiosity, creativity and positive learning behaviours. Through our
Learning 9 (confidence, independence, communication, motivation, resilience, co-operation, nurturing,
resourcefulness and questioning), pupils develop the attitudes and skills necessary for lifelong learning. Our
curriculum is rooted in strong core values: respect, honesty, equality and teamwork and promotes pupils’
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development, including a secure understanding of British values.

Inclusion

We are committed to a fully inclusive curriculum that meets the needs of all learners, including those with
SEND, SEMH needs, pupils with English as an additional language, disadvantaged pupils and those who are
most able. Through carefully adapted teaching and a well-sequenced curriculum, all pupils gain the knowledge
and cultural capital they need to succeed in life. We promote understanding of diversity, equality and the rule
of law, ensuring pupils are respectful, tolerant and prepared for life in modern Britain.

2. Curriculum Implementation

Our 3 school intentions are used to drive curriculum implementation alongside appropriate evaluated educational
research. The school implements the 3 curriculum intentions in the following way:



Curriculum Implementation

Aspiration: To devise a curriculum, which results in the acquisition of knowledge and
skills, so all children have the subject depth and breadth to build future learning.

Inspiration: To build a curriculum which nurtures children’s learning behaviours and develops a curiosity
towards the exploration of knowledge.

Inclusion: To build a curriculum, which is accessible to all children at Ferndale and ensures children know
right from wrong, celebrate diversity, experience cultural capital and are ‘Life Ready’.

e  Whilst the National Curriculum forms the foundation of our curriculum, we make sure that children learn
additional skills, knowledge and understanding, enhance our curriculum as, and when necessary so that
children know more, remember more and understand more.

e C(Clear and comprehensive schemes of work that are in line with the National Curriculum which provide
teachers with resources to enhance learning.

e Knowledge organisers that support planning and provide an accurate and rich cross curricular vocabulary
throughout school is in all subjects. This is evident in all learning areas.

e Astructure to learning that enhances retrieval of knowledge and provides opportunity for new learning to
take place.

e TLAC (Teach like a champion) strategies are implemented to enhance pupil engagement and
academic outcomes with a focus on self-regulation and meta-cognition. The use of everybody
writes enables all children to build a foundational knowledge and use modelled technical
vocabulary in their answers to show understanding.

Self-Regulation: The ability to manage your own behaviour, reactions and emotions in a given setting...

to make yourself productive and successful.

Meta-Cognition: An awareness of your own thinking patterns and an ability to plan, monitor, evaluate
and make changes to them in order to respond effectively to context.

e The promotion of a language rich curriculum is essential to the successful acquisition across the curriculum.

e Characters have been designed that aim to promote our aim of creating scientists, historians, geographers
etc. These characters are known by the children and support them in knowing which skills they will be using
during lessons to become specialists within each subject.

e Learning experiences enhanced by providing children with opportunities to learn about how our local area
relates to topic areas. Our locality and outdoor environments are a valued part of learning within school
because it provides opportunity to develop children’s curiosity of learning.

e The curriculum is further enriched by the planning of trips/visitors and stunning starts, marvellous middles
and fabulous finishers (SS, MM, SS) and our Ferndale 50 that provide first hand experiences to all children
and once per term, parents/carers are invited in for these events.

Teaching Sequence

Ferndale's curriculum is mapped and sequenced to ensure coverage of the National Curriculum, progression of
skills and depth of knowledge. Pupils acquire this knowledge cumulatively over time, revisiting key concepts so
learning is retained and applied through low stakes quizzes, reviews, formative and summative assessments.
Our curriculum is pertinent to our community, and we have introduced deliberate topics that will enable our
community to feel a sense of belonging, as well as allowing our children to achieve their full potential and
believe in themselves. Leaders check coverage and impact through monitoring, assessment and pupil voice,
and ensure that adaptation supports access for all pupil groups without reducing ambition.

It is imperative that children develop their own knowledge of specific skills linked to each subject. As a result,
lessons have a clear structure so that children can recap and review previous learning before acquiring new
knowledge, the TLAC approach supports this.

Impact

What do we hope will be the impact of our curriculum and how do we measure it?



Intention Intended Impact
Aspiration: To devise a curriculum, which results Children will know more, remember more and
in the acquisition of knowledge and understand more and engage more within curriculum
skills, so all children have subjects.
the subject depth
and breadth to build future learning. Children will retain knowledge that is pertinent to
curriculum with a real-life context.
The majority of children will achieve age related
expectations.
Inspiration: All children have positive attitudes towards their learning

To build a curriculum which nurtures children’s
learning behaviours and develops a curiosity

towards the exploration of knowledge.

which continues as they move to secondary school and
adulthood.

Children know how they learn best and use this
knowledge in their day-to-day work.

Children demonstrate resilience in their learning and
don’t give up when they find something difficult.

Children have high aspirations of themselves and as a
result of this set themselves challenging next steps.

Pupils leave Ferndale as confident, articulate and
respectful individuals who are well prepared for life in
modern Britain, equipped with the knowledge and cultural
capital needed for future success.

Inclusion:

To build a curriculum, which is accessible to all

children at Ferndale and ensures children know
right from wrong, celebrate diversity, experience

cultural capital and are ‘Life Ready’.

All children demonstrate a positive attitude towards all
aspects of school life. They demonstrate respectful
behaviour to all and this is transferable outside of school
in the wider community and beyond.

All children are resilient to the beliefs of others and make
the correct choices independently based on their
understanding of right and wrong.

Disadvantaged pupils and those with additional needs
achieve well due to effective adaptation and inclusive
practice.

Showcase a commitment to promote diversity and
equality to ensure an opportunity for all regardless of
gender, cultural, national or religious background.







-

raphy:

Humantt bes: =
I

History:

I'ra inspire pupils ta become historians by finding out about the past through fopics on the history of our local aea)
British histary and warld history. Children are provided with the skils to develop their ahility to sk historical
questions and think critically. Through the use of wisiors, high-quality artefacts and warkshaps, pupils wil be
supparted in understanding the history of diffierent societies as well as their osn hisbary.

‘0 inspire pupils to become geographers by developing a keen interest about the world and its physical and human
processes. Tapics cowered linked ta geography of our local areaand how thiscompares nattonally and glabalty.
Children are provided with the skilk to develp their understanding af the connection betaeen peaphe and places
learning the importance that human and physical geography hawe an ane another.
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Ta foster a lifelong love of reading regardless of ahility or badoground.
I::rcfull].- selected texts induding stories, poems and nan fiction are shared

with children to dewelo p wocabulary, language comprehensi an and mack
impartantly, a lowe of reading. To engage and suppart childre n in becoming
capable and advenburous weriters, who use their knosdedge af quality text ta
suppart their own ideas and techniques. We use kinetic letters to develop
handwriting skills acrass the schoal.

To be inspired to create designs and pieces of art that have
cultural significance to the children at Ferndale. Children
become the artist, designer and sculptor, and build up a skill set
thit is pertinent to their end outcome. The curriculum at
Ferndale includes many skills that the children can develop in
thisir future careers and aspirations including the use of
computer gided designs (CAD) and graphic designs.
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T teach dhildren bow o rmake serse of the world arcund them
[
developing thedr ability to calodate, reason and sdve problems
by eqpuipping them with a range of computational  shills Sluency],
problem solwing skills fapplication] and reasoning, skills in our
concrete - piotorial - aketract approach.
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Toexnplore what pecple beliewe and what differences this makes
o o they livie thedr lives, induding our own hocal diverse
adture. Children will reflect on thedr own belick and bow these
arcsimilar and different to their peers, bullding respect and
toderane.
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To be competent and confident ina wide range of activities and
games, induding swimming, wing our mini pitch, nunning trad,
pitdhes ared owtdoor seironment 1o aid the developrment of
funicamental and gpegalised, mowermnent skills. We ailm for the
children to enjoy the competitive adement of P2 and to emoy the
exteraive offer of after sdhool sports duke.

Our_curriculum statement;

Reading will abways be at the heart of our curriculum. Reading underpins everything across our curriculum.
Reading, language and an understanding of wards: their impact and where they can take the reader are
fundamental toall gur children nat just surdiving but thriving & leamers and young people allowing them the
appartunity ta succeed and love learning.

Our curriculum is designed around our key drivers: aspiration, inspiration, inclusion, which
ungerpin the direction and development of all areas of our school life. Cur drivers were
carefully considered to reflect our school's deprivation, mobility, levels of SEN and our

diverse population. Our locality is also animportant feature of our curriculum, including
learning about West Bromwich, miningin Hamstead and learning about diverse cultures.

Owr curriculum & focused on the children toprovide them with experiences they may not otherwise have—incuding
our Ferndale 50, trips, residentials, visitors, an imagination studio, stunning starts, marvelous middles and
fabulous finishers. We equip our children with the skilk to embed deep leaming and make learming ‘real” whikt
utilising metacognition to sequence and plan leaming.

Qur Learning 5 walues:

Confidence independence Communication Meotivation Resibance Horiesty Respect

Coeoperation Murturing Resourceful Questioning Equality Teamwiork
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Childrern will be motivated exdted about the practical dement of

sderoe, wihidh will underpin the shills and knowledge resded o

b @ sdemtist in the 215t century. We aim that drildren will Fawe

awe and waonder about the world arownd the m inuonderto plan
and carry cut their cwm investigations.

PSHE /REE:

it Ferredabe refatiorehip and health edu cation is taught within-a broa.der care fully ﬂanrg'!: I ik -within our

fochi ol values: and leaming 5. Ta prepare awr dhildren gracually and appr opriately for adult lide and the wider world cwtsid e of
kool by erearing the development of the persorall shills nesd to establish if they ane to establish and maintain relationships
o and, in the future, wsing our environment 1o support this. We aim for all of our dhildren o Fave the skills and knowhsdge 1o
rake sfe and wellinformed dwobces. W aim to areate solid bulding blods for the nest step of their education and beyond,

it the foous of webh-being of everyone at heart. W a diieve this by wing 2 range of res ources sudh as healtiy minds hapey

e, o be you, 0010 and ouwr own Ferncale 50 We have strong interest in dvergty and equality induding ouwr own diversity JLT
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johildren are immersed ina diverse music curmiodum firom
jingirg assermblies, whole dass irctnumental lessore, cultural
frrasic events to thoase wishing, to develiop their skills further in
famaller group sesshors.  The dhildren at Ferncale are taught a
broad range of shills induding composing. singing.. playing.
mprovising,. how to appraise music and performing.  There are
regular opportunitics to showase their perlormances i school
fand the community.  They are inspired by different perdormer s
F\:rn aultural kackgrounds, and these ane odlcbrated in

ssemblies and in whole dass listening sessions.
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Bt Farndale Primary Schaal we recognise the impartande
pf learning a new language by creating an experence for
the children that not anly develops competend in the
fanguage taught, but ako aims to suppont cultural
precaranass and braaden language leaming skills. Our aim
Far aur curriculum i to deve log leaming and results in
the acquizition of linguistic knowledge far their future
Jearning of languages.

ot Farnchale, wie beliove IS iImparaant to prepane allof cur dhilden
or their futune by grdng tham opportunites to gain inoshedge and
Hewelop dulls thatwill aquipthem for aneser-danging dgtal world.
Prur currioulum aims for our childnan tobe irspined by e capakilites
bf cor digital word ard touse compuiing tofurther anfance thar i
pills, kil ereuning thay arcable 1o rasdgie his dgitl space oidy
pithin cadh yoar, dilden will deslon shills of PO
redtirmedia ard online safety. In key stage two, dhildren will also
Hewelop skillsand kroledge: of networking and the conmeced \I:I’ﬂ.l
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