SEX AND RELATIONSHIPS EDUCATION POLICY
PHILOSOPHY

This policy is based on the DFES guidance document Sex and Relationships Education Guidance (0116/2,000) and church guidelines. Sex education in this document is defined as learning about physical, moral and emotional development. It is about understanding the importance of marriage for family life, stable and loving relationships, respect, love and care. Sex education is part of the PSHCE curriculum in our school. While we use sex education to inform children about sexual issues we do this with regard to matters of morality and individual responsibility and in a way that allows children to ask and explore moral questions.

We participate in the National Healthy Schools Programme which promotes health education. As participants in this scheme we:-

· Consult with parents on all matters of health education policy;

· Listen to the views of the children in our school regarding sex education;

· Look positively at any local initiatives that support us in providing the best sex education teaching programme that we can devise.

This policy should be read in conjunction with:-

· PSHCE Policy

· Health and Safety Policy

· Child Protection Policy

Aims for Sex Education
· To learn about the role of marriage in family relationships.

· To develop a positive and secure personal identity and a sense of their own value to guide behaviour and relationships with others.

· To encourage children to appreciate that sexual feeling and activity are an integral part of human experience and an expression of God’s creative love.

· To prepare children for, and to enable them to cope with, the changes of their body, instincts and feelings towards the opposite sex.

· To provide information which is both clear and appropriate, to pupils’ age and maturity.

· To offer an acceptable and accurate vocabulary for discussing their bodies.

Organisation and Delivery

Sex and relationships education is organised and monitored by the PSHCE Co-ordinator, Mrs V Gladwin. Most of the lessons are in mixed classes but there are opportunities for single gender lessons where appropriate. All class teachers deliver the SRE programme with the support of the school nurse and the PSHCE Co-ordinator. Every two years we have a Sex and Relationships Week where the content of the programme is covered in detail at an age appropriate level. We also take into account the views of the pupils when planning the sessions. Puberty talks for Year 5/6 girls and Year 6 boys are held each year by our school nurse. 

The sex and relationship programme is delivered in a variety of ways including circle time, story time, discussion, role play, questioning, exploring scenarios, use of visual material, use of reference books and use of specialist visitors. Much of the content can be delivered through the National Curriculum Science programme of study for Key Stages 1 and 2, which deal with life processes and living things. Some topics and issues may be delivered through collective worship and assembly or aspects of the Diocesan RE Syllabus.

The programme is sequenced so that the style of teaching and classroom activities reflects children’s intellectual, emotional, moral and spiritual maturation. It contains factual information that is accurately and sensitively transmitted.

Answering Questions
Sometimes a child may, in the classroom, ask explicit questions on a topic which may lead into sensitive, difficult or controversial areas. It is the policy of the school that such questions do not need to be answered directly, or immediately. The teacher may answer the child individually, refer the child to the school nurse, or decide to refer the question to parents. Teachers will use their professional skills and discretion in such cases and will always keep in mind the age and maturity of the child, as well as the aims, values and procedures set out. Teachers will not talk about personal experiences.

Visitors
At times the school uses visiting speakers to contribute to sex education. Such visitors will be suitable experienced and qualified to support the school’s programme. They may include the LEA Health Education team, persons recommended by the Diocesan Board of Education, health professionals and school nurse. The teacher remains in the classroom when visitors are with the children.

Child Protection / Sensitive Issues
In some cases a question may indicate a child to be at risk or in danger in which case appropriate action will be taken in accordance with the school’s policy for child protection. The Designated Senior Person for Child Protection is Mr Belshire and the back- up DSP is Mrs Gladwin. This also means that if a child puts a private question to a teacher or other member of staff and requests secrecy, no promise of secrecy or confidentiality will be given. Any steps taken will always be in the child’s best interest.

SEN Provision
Regardless of gender, race or disability all pupils will have access to the same curriculum for PSHCE and SRE. SEN pupils will work as part pf their class group with work differentiated to their level of ability.

Parental Involvement
Permission from parents will be obtained before pupils embark on the sex and relationships programme and they will also be given detailed information on the topics to be covered. We will also get parental permission for Year 5/6 puberty talks.
Parents have the right to withdraw their child from all or any part of the school’s programme for sex education, except those elements which are required by the National Curriculum Science orders. We ask that any parents who may be considering exercising this right should first make an appointment with the Head Teacher to discuss what such a decision may involve. 

Resources used for class or assembly are always available to view on request to the Head Teacher  or PSHCE Co-ordinator. School has chosen and continues to choose materials for sex and relationships education with care.

Monitoring and Evaluating Provision
Day to day monitoring is the responsibility of the PSHCE Co-ordinator who will then report back to the staff and Head Teacher. Pupils’ views will be asked for after each module and will be recorded and evaluated. Pupil assessment sheets will be completed throughout the year and particularly at the end of a key stage.

The PSHCE Co-ordinator will also collect feedback at the end of SRE Week and evaluate the impact of the programme. Every two years there will be a review undertaken by the PSHCE Co-ordinator involving members of the Governing Body and consultation with parents to check to see to what extent the programme is delivered effectively and whether or not modifications are needed. The Governor linked to PSHCE is Mrs Ann Tyson.

The policy will be reviewed every two years.
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