	Disciplinary knowledge progression - Geography

	
	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Locational knowledge
	Recognise familiar people and places.
	Talk about where they live and places they know, using simple vocabulary.
	Identify their school and local environment; name countries and cities in the UK.
	Locate the equator, North and South Poles; use basic map skills to find continents and oceans.

	Locate mountains, volcanoes, and key ancient civilizations on maps.
	Use maps and digital tools to find rivers and local landscapes (e.g., Manchester).
	Locate and compare the Lake District and Amazon Rainforest using maps and atlases.
	Identify and classify world biomes and vegetation belts by location.

	Spatial awareness and understanding of scales
	Sort and classify objects and features by size or type.
	Understand personal space and immediate surroundings.
	Use simple positional language (near, far, left, right).
	Use compass directions and describe locations relative to the equator and poles.

	Use grid references, compass points, and scales on maps.
	Understand river courses from source to mouth, local scale to regional level.
	Compare local (Lake District) to global (Amazon) environments using scale.
	Analyse physical and human processes at local, national, and global scales.

	Physical & human processes
	Notice recurring events (day/night, seasons).
	Observe weather changes.
	Describe simple weather patterns and land features nearby.
	Understand climate basics related to the equator and poles.
	Explain processes creating mountains, volcanoes, earthquakes.
	Describe river formation and erosion/deposition processes.
	Identify climate patterns and human impacts in biomes.
	Explain vegetation belt formation and human-induced environmental change.


	Human environment interactions
	Understand relationships between family and community.
	Recognise how people depend on environment (e.g., food, resources).
	Understand communities in the UK and their connections to place.
	Realise how climate affects people and animals differently.
	Explore how physical features influence settlements and societies.
	Explore the role of rivers in shaping cities like Manchester.
	Analyse human use of and impact on natural environments (Lake District & Amazon).

	Understand global interdependencies affecting biomes and sustainability.

	Sustainability & change over time
	Observe seasonal changes.
	Notice changes in growth and environment.
	Recognise change over time locally.
	Understand seasonal and climatic change impacts.
	Identify long-term changes from tectonic activity.
	Reflect on changing river landscapes and human management.

	Evaluate effects of deforestation and conservation in studied biomes.
	Critically examine sustainability and human impact on global environments.

	Developing enquiry & geography skills
	Basic observation and asking questions.
	Simple explorations of environment and sharing findings.
	Use pictures, maps, and simple compass points; describe observations.
	Use primary and secondary sources; basic map and globe skills; record weather data.
	Use Digimap and maps to locate key physical features; gather and present data.
	Conduct fieldwork on rivers; analyse patterns; use observational and recording tools.
	Use enquiry to compare environments; interpret climate graphs; present findings.
	Lead independent enquiries; critically evaluate sources; use detailed maps.



