	Disciplinary knowledge progression - History

	
	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Chronology
	Begin to understand past and now through personal experience.

	Order life events; talk about family history.

	Sequence events and people from own and school history using time-related vocabulary (old, new, before, after, past, present).

	Place key events and people on simple timelines; use terms like before, after, past, present confidently.

	Use BCE/CE; place Stone Age, Bronze Age, and Iron Age in sequence; understand duration and change.

	Place Romans, Anglo-Saxons, and Vikings on timelines; understand timelines as divided into BC and AD.

	Connect historical periods across regions; place Benin, Transatlantic Slave Trade, and Industrial Britain on timelines.

	Confidently use timelines to explain overlapping developments 


	Cause & consequence
	Explore why things happen in simple stories/events

	Discuss reasons for family/personal events (e.g. birthdays, festivals).

	Recognise why events or monarchs mattered.

	Understand impacts of key Victorians and inventions.


	Understand how inventions shaped daily life in early civilisations.

	Explain short-term causes (e.g. invasion) and consequences.

	Explore human and structural causes of empire and slavery; analyse short- and long-term effects.

	Evaluate complex causes and layered consequences.


	Change & continuity
	Notice daily and seasonal changes.

	Recognise changes in their own life.

	Describe how school/community life has changed.

	Spot differences in transport and society then and now.


	Track developments in prehistoric Britain and early civilisations.

	Trace continuity (e.g. roads, settlements) from Romans to Vikings.

	Analyse long-term effects of empire and industry on society.

	Analyse rapid and gradual changes 

	Similarities & differences
	Talk about their family vs others.

	Talk about their family vs others.

	Compare school life now with the past.

	Compare Victorian life locally to life in a contrasting country.

	Compare roles of people in different societies.
	Compare Roman and Viking influences on Britain
	Compare life in Benin, enslaved communities, and industrial Britain.

	Compare civil rights movements in UK and USA; understand diversity within periods studied.


	Historical enquiry
	Ask simple questions about the past.

	Ask simple questions about the past.

	Ask and answer questions using pictures and simple texts; begin to ask their own questions.

	Use structured enquiries to explore differences in lives.

	Ask historically valid questions and use sources to answer them.

	Formulate own historically valid questions; undertake simple independent enquiries.

	Investigate history through contrasting perspectives; devise historically valid questions.

	Lead structured historical enquiries; pose and answer historically valid questions using a range of evidence.


	Interpretation of sources
	Use photos and objects to discuss what they show.

	Use photos and objects to discuss what they show.

	Identify what primary and secondary sources show and begin to suggest reasons for differences in accounts.

	Recognise that primary and secondary sources (photos, diaries) show different perspectives and discuss why accounts might differ.

	Understand that evidence needs interpreting (e.g. burial sites); begin to evaluate reliability of primary sources.
	Evaluate different accounts; understand purpose and use of primary and secondary sources.
	Evaluate bias and reliability in primary and secondary narratives (e.g. trade records, abolitionist texts); understand how interpretation changes over time.

	Critically assess differing accounts from primary and secondary sources; understand bias, propaganda, and reliability; form reasoned conclusions.




