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Intent 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]“The study of geography is about more than just memorizing places on a map. It’s about using all that knowledge to help bridge divides and bring people together.” — Barack Obama
At Flowery Field Primary School, we believe that geography is vital for helping children understand the complexity of the world they live in, how it has been shaped, and how it continues to change. Our geography curriculum is designed to inspire curiosity about the Earth, promote a deeper understanding of the relationship between people and environments, and equip children with the knowledge and skills needed to become informed, responsible global citizens.
We want our pupils to appreciate the diversity of cultures and communities across the globe and recognise the importance of sustainability, interdependence and human impact on the planet. By exploring both local and global geographical contexts, children develop a strong sense of place, identity and respect for the world around them.

Our Geography Curriculum Aims to:
· Develop a deep contextual knowledge of places, people, and environments at local, national and global scales.
· Foster an understanding of key physical and human geographical processes and how they interconnect and shape the world.
· Encourage pupils to think critically about spatial variation, environmental challenges, and global inequality.
· Equip pupils with the disciplinary skills of a geographer, including:
· Asking and investigating enquiry questions
· Interpreting and analysing data from a range of sources (e.g. maps, graphs, photographs)
· Communicating findings through maps, writing, statistics and presentations
· Promote fieldwork as a vital tool for exploring and understanding real-world geography in action.
· Support children in developing environmental awareness and a sense of responsibility for the planet.
· Celebrate the diversity of cultures, landscapes and perspectives that exist across the globe.
· Build cultural capital by encouraging curiosity, empathy and respect for different ways of life.
· Inspire pupils with a lifelong interest in the world around them, motivating them to continue exploring geography beyond primary school.
Implementation
At Flowery Field Primary School, our geography curriculum is brought to life through well-structured, carefully sequenced units that support the progression of both substantive and disciplinary geographical knowledge. Our approach is rooted in enquiry, reflection and retrieval, ensuring that all children are engaged, challenged and supported as they build their geographical understanding over time. We aim to make geography meaningful and memorable by grounding it in real-world examples, enriching it with context and making deliberate links to children’s prior learning, local context and the wider world.

Our Geography Implementation Includes:
· At the start of each unit, we make learning explicit by contextualising their learning journey based on prior geographical knowledge and how future learning will build upon this.
· At the start of each lesson, the learning journey for the unit is deliberately recapped, and the overarching geographical enquiry is shared with the children. This supports the embedding of key knowledge and helps pupils understand how each lesson fits into broader geographical concepts such as place, space, environment, and scale.
· Our curriculum has been thoughtfully designed to be both aspirational and accessible for all learners. Each unit is built around a clear and purposeful subject title that provides clarity of intent and invites children to think deeply and reflectively. In parallel, each lesson is constructed around its own enquiry question that systematically develops substantive and disciplinary geographical knowledge, with explicit links made back to the unit’s overarching enquiry.
· We value the relationship between home and school, recognising its role in supporting children’s learning and enthusiasm. To strengthen this, we share key vocabulary and a unit overview with families at the start of each topic, use low-stakes quizzing to reinforce understanding and maintain regular communication by celebrating learning on our school Instagram account.
· Every lesson begins with a retrieval task that actively engages children in recalling prior knowledge relevant to the new content. This process scaffolds learning, strengthens connections between previous and current topics and contributes to a more integrated and holistic understanding of physical and human geography.
· The classroom environment is carefully arranged to support and scaffold children’s learning and understanding. Key geographical vocabulary (including Tier 3 and subject-specific terms), substantive knowledge and modelled examples of work are prominently displayed on learning walls. World maps, globes, atlases and aerial photographs are regularly referenced to support understanding of location, place and spatial relationships.
· Assessment is an ongoing feature of our curriculum, with opportunities for formative assessment embedded throughout. Following the principles of Assessment for Learning (AfL), these assessments provide regular feedback to pupils and teachers, enabling responsive teaching and targeted support where needed.
· We place great importance on hands-on interaction with geographical resources such as maps, globes, compasses and data sets, which brings geography to life and makes abstract or complex concepts more concrete and accessible for children.
· Where appropriate, we take full advantage of our local area and wider fieldwork opportunities, organising experiences outside the classroom to explore geographical features, processes and human-environment interactions. These opportunities raise pupils’ cultural capital and support access to more abstract substantive knowledge that might otherwise be less accessible.
· Lessons conclude with purposeful plenaries designed to encourage pupils to consolidate and articulate their understanding by producing answers to the enquiry question. This is done both individually, through written responses in books, and collectively, by displaying work in the classroom to celebrate learning.
· This summary is referred back to at the start of the next lesson and any misconceptions are addressed.
· We intentionally incorporate opportunities for exploratory and presentational talk, following the Voice 21 approach to oracy development. These discussions and presentations are carefully woven into the curriculum to develop children’s confidence and competence in using spoken language effectively to describe and explain geographical phenomena.
· Each unit concludes with a low-stakes end-of-unit quiz that assesses the knowledge children have acquired throughout the study. The results of this quiz are used to inform end-of-block assessments and adapt subsequent teaching, ensuring that any gaps are addressed and learning continues to build progressively.




Impact
At Flowery Field Primary School, the impact of our geography curriculum is seen in pupils who are knowledgeable, curious, and reflective about the world around them. Pupils develop a secure and coherent understanding of geographical concepts, processes, and environments, supported by strong enquiry and critical thinking skills. The curriculum nurtures young geographers who can explain spatial patterns and environmental issues using precise vocabulary and make meaningful connections between local and global contexts.
The impact of our geography curriculum includes:
· Pupils demonstrate secure and integrated geographical knowledge through ongoing retrieval, reflection, and formative assessments.
· Development of key geographical enquiry skills such as posing questions, analysing diverse data, and interpreting maps, photographs and graphs.
· Confident use of geographical vocabulary and concepts to describe human and physical geography, spatial variation, environmental challenges, and sustainability.
· Regular low-stakes quizzes and fieldwork activities support retention and practical application of knowledge.
· Pupils appreciate cultural diversity and develop empathy and respect for different places, peoples, and perspectives.
· Early development of oracy skills through planned exploratory and presentational talk that builds confidence in conveying geographical understanding.
· Preparation for lifelong engagement with geography as pupils grow into informed, responsible global citizens.
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