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Intent 
“A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a tree without roots.”— Marcus Garvey
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]At Flowery Field Primary School, we believe that history is essential in helping children understand the world around them and their place within it. Our history curriculum is designed to build a coherent narrative of Britain’s past while celebrating the rich diversity of societies both locally and globally. By learning about the triumphs and struggles of those who came before us, children are inspired not only to value their own heritage but to respect and understand others.

Our History Curriculum Aims to:
· Build a chronological understanding of Britain’s history from early civilisations to the present, starting with the local community in the early years.
· Embed and promote British values including democracy, the rule of law, mutual respect, tolerance and individual liberty.
· Celebrate diversity by highlighting the contributions of women, ethnic minorities and underrepresented groups throughout history.
· Encourage pupils to develop the skills of a historian, including:
· Asking perceptive questions
· Thinking critically
· Evaluating evidence
· Forming and justifying their own perspectives
· Foster a deep understanding of:
· The complexity of people’s lives
· Social and cultural diversity
· Historical change and continuity
· Interdependence and global connections
· Develop pupils’ understanding of the complex and interconnected history of humankind, helping them grow into rounded individuals who can think, reason and question.
· Help children recognise that learning from the past is essential to shaping a better, more informed future.
· Inspire pupils with a lifelong interest in history, motivating them to continue learning about the past beyond primary school.

Implementation
At Flowery Field Primary School, our history curriculum is brought to life through well-structured, carefully sequenced units that support the progression of both substantive and disciplinary knowledge. Our approach is rooted in enquiry, reflection and retrieval, ensuring that all children are engaged, challenged and supported as they build their historical understanding over time. We aim to make history meaningful and memorable by grounding it in evidence, enriching it with context and making deliberate links to children’s prior learning, local context and the wider world.

Our History Implementation Includes:
· At the start of the unit, we make learning explicit by contextualising their learning journey based on their prior learning and how their future learning will build upon this.  
· At the start of each lesson, the learning journey for the unit is deliberately recapped and the overarching historical narrative is shared with the children. This supports the embedding of key knowledge and helps pupils understand how each lesson fits into the broader chronological context.
· Our curriculum has been thoughtfully designed to be both aspirational and accessible for all learners. Each unit is built around a clear and purposeful topic title that provides clarity of intent and invites children to think deeply and reflectively. In parallel, each lesson is constructed around its own enquiry question that systematically develops substantive and disciplinary knowledge, with explicit links made back to the unit’s overarching enquiry.
· We value the relationship between home and school, recognising its role in supporting children’s learning and enthusiasm. To strengthen this, we share key vocabulary and a unit overview with families at the start of each topic, use low-stakes quizzing to reinforce understanding, and maintain regular communication by celebrating learning on our school Instagram account.
· Every lesson begins with a retrieval task that actively engages children in recalling prior knowledge relevant to the new content. This process scaffolds learning, strengthens connections between past and current topics and contributes to a more integrated and holistic understanding of British and world history.
· The classroom environment is carefully arranged to support and scaffold children’s learning and understanding. Key vocabulary (including Tier 3 and subject-specific terms), substantive knowledge and modelled examples of work are prominently displayed on learning walls. z
· Assessment is an ongoing feature of our curriculum, with opportunities for formative assessment embedded throughout. Following the principles of Assessment for Learning (AfL), these assessments provide regular feedback to pupils and teachers, enabling responsive teaching and targeted support where needed.
· We place great importance on hands-on interaction with physical resources and artefacts, which brings history to life and makes abstract or complex ideas more concrete and accessible for children.
· Where appropriate, we take full advantage of our immersive learning space and organise experiences outside the classroom. These opportunities raise pupils’ cultural capital and support access to more abstract substantive knowledge that might otherwise be less accessible.
· Lessons conclude with purposeful plenaries designed to encourage pupils to consolidate and articulate their understanding by producing answers to the enquiry question. This is done both individually, through written responses in books, and collectively, by displaying work in the classroom to celebrate learning.
· This summary is referred back to at the start of the next lesson and any misconceptions addressed.
· We intentionally incorporate opportunities for exploratory and presentational talk, following the Voice 21 approach to oracy development. These discussions and presentations are carefully woven into the curriculum to develop children’s confidence and competence in using spoken language effectively.
· Each unit concludes with a low-stakes end-of-unit quiz that assesses the knowledge children have acquired throughout the study. The results of this quiz are used to inform end of block assessments and adapt subsequent teaching, ensuring that any gaps are addressed and learning continues to build progressively.
Impact
At Flowery Field Primary School, the impact of our history curriculum is seen in pupils who are knowledgeable, reflective, and inspired by the past. We place a strong emphasis on the acquisition and retention of historical knowledge, ensuring pupils leave primary school with a secure and coherent understanding of key people, events and developments that have shaped Britain and the wider world. Our history curriculum nurtures confident young historians equipped with critical thinking skills and a deep appreciation of diversity and democracy.
The impact of our history curriculum includes:
· Pupils demonstrate secure and coherent historical knowledge through regular retrieval, reflection and assessment practices.
· Development of disciplinary skills such as questioning, analysing evidence and forming reasoned arguments.
· Pupils make meaningful connections between past events and the present, thinking critically about historical complexity and diversity.
· Pupils confidently articulate their historical understanding using precise vocabulary and chronological knowledge.
· Regular use of low-stakes quizzes, retrieval practice, discussion and writing evidences pupils' ability to retain and apply knowledge independently.
· The curriculum fosters curiosity and motivation, encouraging pupils to sustain a lifelong interest in history beyond primary school.
· Pupils gain cultural capital and an understanding of the relevance of history to today’s world, preparing them for success at secondary school and lifelong learning.
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